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That  the  fureft  Way  for  a  Nation  to  in- 

creafe  in  Riches,  is  to  prevent  the  Importa- 

*  of  fuch  Foreign  Commodities  as  may  be 
rais’d  at  Home. 
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That  this  Kingdom  is  capable  of  railing  within 
itleifj  and  its  Colonies,  Materials  for  employing  all 
our  Poor  in  thofe  Manufactures,  which  we  now 

import  from  fuch  of  our  Neighbours  who  refufe  the 
Admiffion  of  ours.  . 

Some  Account  ot  the  Commodities  each  Country  we 
trade  with  takes  from  us,  and  what  we  take  from  them ; 
with  Obiervations  on  the  Balance. 
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To  the  Reader. 

THE  printing  the  following  Dif- 
courle  was  not  with  a  Delign  to 
publifh  it,  much  lefs  to  prefume  to  pre¬ 
lent  it  to  the  King,  but  to  put  a  few  of 
them  into  the  Hands  of  fome  of  the 
Minifters  of  State,  and  other  great  Men, 
to  Ihew  the  Wounds  our  Trade  and 
Manufactories  have  received  ;  and 
thofe  Remedies  which  may  very  foon 
and  eafily  be  obtained ;  that  they  might 
reprefent  them  to  our  Legillators,  who 
have  it  in  their  Power  to  make  us  a 
rich  and  flourilhing  People. 

After  I  had  delivered  a  few  of  them, 
I  underftood  by  fome  great  Perfons,  that 
a  Difcourle  upon  Trade  would  be  very 
acceptable  to  the  King,  who  waspleafed 
with  every  Opportunity  of  demonftra- 
ting  his  Care  and  Affe&ion  for  his  Peo¬ 
ple  ;  and  that  it  would  alfo  be  accept 
table  to  the  Queen  and  Prince. 

It  was  much  to  my  Satisfaction  that  I 
had  touch’d  upon  a  Subjed  fo  agreeable 
to  their  Sentiments  ;  I  thought  it  there¬ 
fore  my  Duty  to  prelent  this  Treatife  to 
their  Royal  Hands.. 

It  foon  got  Abroad  that  I  had  writ  a 

D  if* 


; 


Difcourfe  upon  the  Trade  and  Navigati¬ 
on  of  Great-Britain,  and  was  informed 
if  I  did  not  permit  it  to  be  publifhed,  it 
Would  fall  into  fuch  Hands  who  might 
print  it  and  alter  my  Senfe  and  Intenti¬ 
on.  And  as  it  was  the  Sentiments  of 
thofe  Perfons  who  had  read  it,  that 
publilhing  it  would  give  Gentlemen 
an  Opportunity  to  fee  how  Foreign  Na¬ 
tions  grow  rich  by  the  Employment  we 
give  their  Poor,  while  many  of  our  own 
are  deftitute,  and  in  a  miferable  Con¬ 
dition,  I  therefore  confented  to  its  Pub¬ 
lication. 

I  mull  confefs  the  Poverty  and  Ne- 
ceffity  in  which  I  have  feen  the  Poor  in 
feveral  Parts  of  the  Kingdom  has 
touch  d  me  very  lenfibly,  and  I  have 
fpent  a  great  deal  of  my  Time  from  the 

Service  of  my  Family  to  find  out  Me¬ 
thods  for  promoting  fo  publick  a  Blef- 
fing  as  turning  the  Employment  we  give 
the  Poor  of  foreign  Nations  to  our  own. 

If  this  fmall  Performance  of  mine 
can  any  way  contribute  thereto,  it  will 
be  a  great  Satisfaction  that  I  have  done 
/ny  Duty. 

JoJhua  Gee . 


sA  t  \  -  -  »•*■>  *■*'••  *  ?* 

SOME  Perfons  of  DijlintTion  in  the 
late  Reigns  having  defir ed  that  I 
would  give  my  ! thoughts  on  Naval 
Stores ,  and  divers  other  Subjects  in 
Trade,  I  wrote  my  Sentiments  thereupon, 

•  fame  of  which  are  contained  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  Tradl.  It  is  not  therefore  to  be  ex - 
peffied,  that  a  Difcourfe  wrote  upon  fo  many 
Qccafions ,  and  at  diflant  Times,  will  bear 
reading  like  one  regularly  pur  filed,  but  will 
be  interfperfed  with  Repetitions,  if  they  are 
not  taken  in  different  Views  according  to  the! 
Subject  treated  on  ;  and  as  thefe  Repetitions 
are  chiefly  upon  fuch  weighty  Matters  as 
Materials  for  employing  our  Poor,  it  is  to. 
be  hoped  it  will  not  be  deemed  a  Fault 
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that  they  are  fa  often  mentioned, ,  becaufe  if 
they  jhould  efcape  the  Reader's  Notice  in  one 
a  lace ,  another  may  gain  his  Attention. 

7  Each  Subject  is  put  into  adifiinCt  Chapter 
that  the  Reader  may  turn  to  Juch  as  he  plea- 
Jes  •  and  thofe  who  do  not  care  to  read  them 
thorough ,  may  turn  to  the  Conclufton ,  where 
they  will  find  fame  Mention  made  of  the  chief 
Heads  of  what  is  more  particularly  treat¬ 
ed  m  the  refpeCtive  Chapters  ;  and  alfo  the 
Arret  of  the  French  King  of  the  iyth  of 
January  iyi6,  by  which  they  will  fee  the 
Cat  e  that  Nation  takes  to  improve  their 
Commerce  :  And  it  was  upon  the  Sight  of 
that  Arret ,  which  was  publifhed  in  the 
Daily  Courant,  that  fame  Merchants ,  and 
other  Gentlemen, ,  per  funded  me  to  print  fame 
Paper s  which  I  had  formerly  written  on  the 
Subject  of  Trade,  to  try  whether  this  Ex¬ 
ample  of  the  French  might  not  excite  fame 
pub  lick  Spirits  to  enter  into  the  Con  ft  deration 
of  the.  many  Advantages  which  might  accrue 
to  this  Nation ,  by  a  prudent  Regulation  of 
our  Hade,  and  of  our  Foreign  Settlements , 
and  to  reprefant  aud  recommend  the  fame 
to  the  Care  and  Protection  of  the  Government. 

As  I  have  had  Occafton  to  difcourfe  of 
many  Subjects  in  Trade,  and  more  particu- 
lary  to  enlarge  on  that  of  our  Plantations, 
and  the  great  Profit  this  Nation  might  draw 
from  them ,  thefa  Papers  have  j  well'd  be¬ 
yond 
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yondmy  Expectation:  If  therefore  the  Rea¬ 
der  Jhould  think  I  may  have  been  prolix ,  or 
jhould  not  perhaps  agree  in  the  fame  Senti¬ 
ments  with  me,  I  hope,  however,  that  he 
will  put  the  mofi  favourable  ConjlruH ion 
upon  my  good  Intentions,  and  be  adjured  that 
I  had  no  other  Defgn  but  his  Information , 
and  the  Publish  Good,  in  which  I  defre  to 
be  a  Sharer  with  him  •,  and  if  he  can  add 
any  fhing  towards  carrying  on  fo  neceffary 
a  Work,  I  hope  he  will  have  the  Goodnefs  to 
communicate  his  Thoughts  with  the  fame 
Freedom  I  have  done  mine . 

The  Profits  our  Plantations  may  yield  us, 
by  raifing  Hemp ,  Flax,  Silk,  Iron ,  Pot-ajk, 
H.c.  may  not  perhaps  be  fet  in  fo  clear  a 
Light  as  they  would  bear,  nor  the  Methods 
laid  down  how  to  proceed  regularly  thereon , 
but  that  may  foon  be  done,  if  we  find  great 
Men  will  engage  themfelves  in  the  Work,  and 
make  proper  Enquiries. 

The  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe  have  no  o- 
ther  Source  of  their  Riches  but  their  Colo¬ 
nies,  their  Wines  and  Fruits  with  which 
they  fupply  England,  &c.  excepted  •  and  tho ’ 
they  buy  the  Manufactures  of  all  Nations 
in  Europe  to  tranjport  thither  (having  none 
of  their  own )  we  fee  what  a  mighty  lrea~ 
Jure  is  brought  into  thqfe  Kingdoms,  and 
how  rich  and  powerful  they  are  made  there¬ 
by.  If  they  draw  fuch  Riches  from  their 
Mines ,  and  Merchandize  fo  dijpojed  of,  what 
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a  bmndlefs  Wealth  might  he  brought  into 
this  Kingdom ,  by  /applying  our  Plantations 
With  every  Thing  they  meant ,  and  all  ma¬ 
nufactured  Within  our  /elves  •  but  more  ef 
pecially  if  Encouragement  mens  given  to 
fuch  Multitudes  of  People  who  are  uneafy 
under  their  prefent  Circumfiances  in  the  fe¬ 
ver  al  Parts  of  Europe,  and  would  be  glad 
to  be  under  the  free  Government  of  Great 
Britain. 

Is  umbers  of  People  have  always  beeen 
efleemed  the  Riches  of  a  State ,  and  as  our 
Colonies  of  Carolina,  Virginia,  £fc.  are  the 
mofi  defy  able  of  any  in  America  for  Lati¬ 
tude,  Air ,  Soil,  and  navigable  Rivers ,  and 
lye  ft  commodmfy  for  correfponding  with 
Europe,  they  will  undoubtedly  draw  vafi 
Numbers  of  People  to  fettle  there,  which 
would  not  only  preferve  to  us  the  Mines 
contained  in  the  Appelachean  Hills,  but  al¬ 
io fec-ure  the  Frontiers  of  Carolina  again/ 
the  Encroachments  of  the  Spaniards  from  St. 
Auguftine,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  French 
upon  the  River  Canada. 


Several  Paragraphs  have  been  infer  ted  in 
the  publick  News  Papers,  feewing  the  Ap- 
p! nation  of  fame  Foreign  Princes  for  promo¬ 
ting  the  Manufactures  and  Trade  of  their  re- 
Jfetiive  Dominions  ;  and  it  would  no  lefts  be¬ 
come  us  to  be  as  di  Hi  gent  in  enquiring  into 
fuch  Matters.  But  Concerns  of  this  Nature 
tnuft  fir  ft  be  efpoufed  by  great  Men  who  have 
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Power  and  Influence  to  put  others  on  the 
Work  •  and  the  Nation  is  greatly  obliged  to 
a  noble  Lord ',  who ,  notwithft anding  the  high 
Station  which  he  has  fo  long  and  fo  worthi¬ 
ly  filled,  is  ready  to  lend  his  Time  and  At¬ 
tention  to  fuch  Gentlemen  who  have  any 
Thing  to  communicate  jbr  promoting  our 
Trade ,  Manufactures  and  Colonies. 

We  are  indeed  very  happy  in  the  Cbnfiituti- 
on  of  our  Legiflature ,  who  have  made  many 
excellent  Laws  for  fecuring  our  Liberties  and 
Pr  operties ,  but  we  fear  our  Parliaments  have  ' 
fometimes  been  milled  when  Matters  rela¬ 
ting  to  Trade  have  been  brought  under  their 
Confi deration-,  for  as  the  two  Houfes  confifi  of 
fo  great  a  Number  of  Noblemen  and  Gen¬ 
tlemen ,  whofe  Education  has  been  quite  diffe¬ 
rent  from  the  Study'  of  fuch  Improvements  as 
might  be  made  by  Manufactures  and  Com¬ 
merce,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  they  /hould 
form  a  right  Judgment  therein  without 
having  Matters  relating  to  Trade  explain¬ 
ed  unto  them.  I  was  therefore  willing  to 
contribute  my  befi  Endeavours  to  fet  thofe 
Things  in  as  clear  a  Light  as  I  was  capable, 
that  the  Members  of  both  Houfes  might  plain¬ 
ly  fee,  the  improving  and  encouraging  our 
Manufactures,  Commerce  and  Plantations,  is 
improving  and  enlarging  their  own  Eftates  \ 
and  as  Commerce  fiourijbes.  Lands  rife  in  Va¬ 
lue  and  as  the  Inhabitants  of  Towns  and 
Cities  increafe ,  confequently  the  Con  Jump]  ion 

b  2  ‘  of 


-  -‘-IPT* 'j 


The  PREFACE. 

°f  Provipons,  'which  is  the  Support  of  the 
Landed  Inter  eft  •  and  doubtlefs  as  Gentlemen 
come  to  fee ,  that  in  the  turning  the  Wheel 
of  Commerce  they  mu  ft  have  their  Share  of 
ihe  I  refits,  they  will  foon  find  how  necejfa- 
t y  if  will  be  for  promoting  their  own  In¬ 
ter  eft  to  put  their  Hands  to  fo  good  a  Work. 
Indeed  hitherto  it  mu  ft  be  confejjed  moft  of 
our  Improvements  both  at  Home  and  Abroad , 
have  been  projected  and  fet  on  Foot  by  pri¬ 
vate  Per  fans ,  with  very  little  Encourage¬ 
ment  from  the  Publish ,  except  in  Queen 
Elizabeths  Time  •  whereas  our  Neighbours 
h,afte  had  the  Happinefs  of  great  Men  and 
Minifters  of  State  to  ajfft  them ,  not  only  in 
improving  their  infant  Undertakings,  but  in 
M/ft  ing  them  with  Money  to  carry  them  on, 
whim  has  enabled  them  to  out-do  us  in  many 
Things  to  the  great  Prejudice  of  our  Com¬ 
merce,  and  the  Advancement  of  their  own. 

It  is  wonderful,  that  fo  many  fine  Eng- 
lip)  Gentlemen,  who  have  travelled  over 
trance,  Italy,  cf  c.  capable  of  giving  a  large 
Account  of  the  Rarities  of  thofe  Countries,, 
and  of  t  heir  Diver  pons,  are  yet  Strangers  to 
the  Trade  of  thofe  Parts,  and  the  Advan¬ 
tages  they  might  have  collected  thence  for 
ihe  Good  of  their  Country.  I  mu  ft  confefs 
very  little  has  been  writ  to  put  them  upon 
thofe  Enquiries ;  and  it  will  be  much  to 
my  Satisjatdion,  if  any  Thing  I  have  been 
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able  to  offer  in .  the  following  Treatife  may 
have  Weight  enough  to  incite  them  to  fo 
laudable  and  profitable  an  InfpeWion ,  that  fo 
their  great  Expence  and  Travels  may  not  be 
thrown  away  upon  the  Gaities  of  thofe  Na¬ 
tions ,  but  that  they  may  alfo  inf  orm  them - 
felves  of  their  political  Maxims  and  Rules, 
by  which  their  great  Men  have  raifed  them - 
felves ,  and  made  their  Names  honourable  to 
fucceeding  Generations  for  fome  valuable 
Improvements  they  have  gain'd  to  their 
Country. 

I  know  it  has  been  a  received  Notion  by 
many  Perfons,  that  it  has  been  below  the 
Character  of  a  Gentleman  to  become  a  Mer¬ 
chant  or  Trader  \  but  this  Notion  never  ob¬ 
tain'd  with  Wife  Men :  The  late  Lewis  XIV. 
was  Jo  apprehenfive  that  it  might  injure  the 
Trade  and  Merchandize  of  his  Kingdom ,  that 
to  cure  his  Fantafiicls  of  that  Difiemper, 
and  that  it  Jhould  not  derogate  from  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  any  Nobleman  or  Gentleman  in  his 
Kingdom  to  tranj'aft  in  thofe  Jjf'airs,  he 
Jhewed  particular  Marls  of  Favour  to  fuch 
as  difiinguijbed  their  Genius  for  Trade  and 
Merchandize ,  and  the  fame  has  been  done  in 
Piedmont,  and  other  Principalities  in  Italy, 
fo  that  even  Counts  or  Earls  have  become 
Fabricators  in  the  Sill  Mamfatture. 

It  has  indeed  been  a  common  Notion  with 
fome,  that  Trade  can  never  thrive  under  an 
abfolute  monarchical  Government  •  andtho' 

it 
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it  mufi  be  admitted ,  that  the  greatefi  Part 
of  the  trade  of  the  World  was  efiablijhed 
and  carried  on  to  a  great  Height  in  free 
Cities  before  it  began  in  Monarchies /  as  we 
fee  that  the  free  Cities  of  Phoenicia  enjoy¬ 
ed  it  long  before  the  Ifraelites  came  out  of 
Egypt,  and  were  grown  fo  rich  and  power¬ 
ful  by  their  Trade  and  Navigation ,  that 
Jofhua  could  not  conquer  Tyre,  Sidon,  and 
fever  al  other  Cities J  yet  we  mufl  not  from 
thence  conclude ,  that  it  will  never  become 
confderable  any  where  but  in  Republicks ; 
for  penetrating  wife  Princes  came  to  fee  in¬ 
to  the  fruitful  Womb  of  Trade,  and  in  thofe 
ancient  Times ,  Solomon  in  particular ,  made 
a  very  great  Progrefs  therein ,  tho’  it  is 
plain  he  did  not  underfiand  much  of  the  prac¬ 
tical  Part  thereof  himfelf  and  therefore  he 
entered  into  a  firiB  Amity  and  Correfpon- 
dence  with  the  T yrians  to  gain  the  Art  of 
Trade  and  Navigation  from  them :  And  as 
he  comprehended  every  Thing ,  ’tis  no  Won¬ 
der  that  he  got  into  the  Secrets  of  Merchan¬ 
dize ,  and  that  by  his  Fleet ,  and  his  Land 
TrajficE  by  Caravans ,  he  heap’d  up  fuch  im- 
tnenfe  Riches  which  he  gain’d  by  the  Indian 
Trade.  A’exander  the  Great  had  alfo  the 
Advantage  of  Trade  in  View ,  to  which 
End ,  after  the  DeftruBion  of  Tyre,  he  built 
the  famous  City  of  Alexandria  in  Egypt,  by 
which  Canal  the  Goods  of  India  were  con¬ 
veyed  into  the  Mediterranean ,  and  thofe  of 
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Europe  to  India,  from  whence  his  Succeffors 
in  Egypt  drew  a  prodigious  T reafure  $  for 
’tis  /aid  Ptolomy  Eulates  received  Seven 
Millions  and  an  half  from  thence  yearly . 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  Empire  of  Rome, 
their  great  Treajure  fprang  from  their  Con - 
quejls ,  and  the  vajl  riches  and  T nbutes  they 
drew  from fever  a  l  Parts  of  their  Dominions  : 
But  when  they  got  PofJ'ejfton  of  Egypt,  they 
began  to  think  of  a  more  fire  and  peaceable 
Way ,  which  was  by  all  Manner  of  Arts 
and  Care  to  augment  their  Trade ,  wherein 
they  fucc ceded  Jo  well ,  that  the  great  Trade 
carried  on  between  the  Indian  and  Mediter¬ 
ranean  Seas,  brought  them  in  vaftly  more 
than  any  of  the  Egyptian  Kings  ever  re¬ 
ceived  before  them. 

But  when  the  Goths  and  Vandals  over¬ 
turned  the  Roman  Empire ,  that  Commerce 
thro ’  the  Red-Sea,  by  Alexandria,  ceafed,  and 
was  afterward  carried  on  by  Way  of  Tre- 
bezon,  Damafcus  and  Aleppo,  which  in - 
creafed  the  Trade  of  the  free  Cities  or  States 
of  V enice,  Genoa,  Pifa,  ofc.  and  thofe  Goods 
were  not  only  vended  in  all  the  Countries 
bordering  upon  the  Mediterranean,  but  were 
fent  to  England,  Germany  and  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  and  all  over  the  Baltic fc,  which  gave 
Encouragement  to  the  Traffick  of  Bruges, 
where  the  Commodities  of  the  North ,  as 
Corn ,  Naval  Stores ,  5Cc.  were  lodg’d  in  the 
Summer ,  and  where  thofe  Ships  took  in  the 
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Commodities  from  the  Levant  hack  again  to 
the  Hans-Towns,  and  thofe  Ships  that  came 
from  the  Levant,  tranfported  the  Northern 
Goods  from  Bruges  into  the  Mediterranean. 

This  Traffick  rendered  thofe  Citizens  im- 
menfely  rich ,  and  made  them  grow  above 
their  Bufinefs ,  and  thereupon  this  Trade  was 
removed  to  Antwerp,  which  grew  fo  rich 
and  oppulent ,  that  jhe  became  the  Mijtrefs 
of  Europe  in  Trade,  and  continued  it  till 
the  Duke  D’ Alva’j  Time,  after  which  the 
Perfection  begun  by  him,  drove  away  the 
People,  fome  to  Amfterdam,  and  other  Cl-  > 
ties  of  the  United  Provinces,  which  laid  the 
Foundation  of  that  fiourijhing  and  power¬ 
ful  Republick  others fed  to  England,  and 
eflablijhed  the  Woollen  ManufaMury ,  and 
were  received  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  with  the 
utmojl  Encouragement,  and  we  have  felt  the 
Benefit  of  their  Jett  ling  among  us  ever  fince. 

I  mention  this  to  Jhew  Trade  will  not 
remain  long  in  any  Place  where  it  meets 
with  Coldnefs  and  Indifierency,  but  thoje  Go¬ 
vernments  which  embrace  it  with  the  grea- 
efi  Cheerfulnefs ,  and  give  it  the  mojt  En¬ 
couragement,  [hall  have  it. 

In  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  al- 
fo  of  Henry  the  Fourth  of  France,  there  feem- 
ed  to  be  a  furprizing  Spirit  for  improving 
Trade,  Manufactures  and  Navigation  in 
England  and  France,  whether  from  Emulation 
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or  a  benevolent  Inclination  in  thofe  Princes 
to  promote  the  Welfare  and  Profperity  of 
their  Subjects,  I  pall  not  determine.  The 
Jfueen  encouraged  the  difir effed  Walloons  and 
other  Artifis  to  fettle  here ,  and  endowed 
them  with  many  Privileges,  and  enabled 
them  to  male  a  very  great  Progrefs  in  car¬ 
rying  on  the  Woollen  and  other  Manufactures. 
She  alfo  fettled  a  Trade  with  the  Grand  Se¬ 
nior,  and  with  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy,  open’d 
a  Trade  to  India,  and  begun  foreign  Planta¬ 
tions  wherein  foe  had  a  Minifiry  no  lefs  folli- 
citous  than  her f elf  to  carry  them  on. 

Henry  the  Fourth  of  France  did  indeed  Won¬ 
ders  for  that  Kingdom ,  by  fettling  the  Silk , 
Linnen,  and  other  Manufactures,  all  which 
have  been  happily  improv'd  by  the  Care  of  the 
memorable  Moffi  Colbert,  who  under  the  late 
Lewis  XIV.  has  not  only  efiablifbed  every 
thing  that  remained  imperfect,  but  alfo  gain¬ 
ed  by  Art  and  Management ,  not  only  Filhe- 
ries  and  Plantations,  but  a  ProfpeCt  of  everv 
other  Improvement  ;  by  which  Means  that 
Prince  was  able  to  maintain  a  War  again  ft 
the  mo fi  powerful  Confederacy  that  ever  has 
been  form’d  in  thefe  latter  Times,  to  fur  round 
his  Kingdom  and  Frontiers  with  the  firong- 
ffi  Fortrejfes  in  the  World ,  to  maintain  an 
Army  of  above  Three  hundred  thou  fund  Men 
during  two  long  Wars,  and  to  difpute  the 
Dominion  of  the  Seas  againfi  the  united  Pow¬ 
ers  both  of  England  and  Holland  •  an  Ex- 
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pence  fuppofed  to  be  three  times  as  large  as 
ever  that  Kingdom  was  capable  of  full  (lin¬ 
ing  before. 

The  Example  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  Co 
far  opened  the  Eyes  of  the  Princes  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  that  mojl  of  them  have  put  the  fame 
Methods  in  Pradice ,  and  the  Emperor  of 
Germany,  Czar  of  MvScovj,  and  fever al  o- 
ther  Princes,  fee  the  Way  to  make  themfelves 
more  confiderable ,  is  to  efiablijb  Manufactures 
'vohere  their  refpeCfive  Dotninions  produce 
Materials  for  carrying  them  on.  And  we 
fee  that  thofe  Manufactures  and  Trade  have 
enabled  them  to  raije  greater  Revenues  from 
their  Subjects.  Upon  this  Bafts  is  founded 
the  Power  and  Strength  of  thofe  Empires  that 
begin  to  male  Jo  great  a  Figure  in  Europe  : 
How  much  the  Englilh  Commerce ,  by  the 
Confumption  of  the  Manufactures  of  thofe 
Countries ,  has  contributed  thereto ,  is  worth 
enquiring  into.  ’Tis  certain ,  Princes  who 
make  fearch  after  able  Men  to  regulate  and 
improve  their  Trade ,  will  carry  it  away 
from  thofe  that  dif regard  or  negleCt  it.  H  e 
fee  that  ingenious  and  penetrating  Prince , 
/ he  Duke  of  Savoy,  tho'  he  has fo  fmall  a 
Terri t  ory ,  and  as  it  were  but  that  one  valu¬ 
able  Commodity  of  Silk  produced  in  it,  has, 
by  encouraging  his  Subjeas  in  the  Cultiva¬ 
tion  thereof ,  jo  much  increas’d  and  improv’d 
his  Revenues,  that  Tis  fail  he  is  now  able 
to  maintain  an  Army  of  Thirty  Thoufand 
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Men  better ,  and  'with  more  Eafe  to  his  Sub - 
yeCts,  than  he  could  heretofore  maintain  Ten 
Thoufand.  i 

Bat  we  have  feen  one  Infiance  in  our  Time , 
fur  puffing  what  'was  ever  attempted  before  by 
any  Prince  for  the  Improvement  of  his  Coun¬ 
try  and  his  People  in  the  Perfon  of  the  late 
Czar  of  Mufcovy,  a  great  and  abfolute 
Prince ,  'who  left  his  ovon  Kingdoms  and 
Grandeur ,  and  travelled  incognito  like  a  pri¬ 
vate  Gentleman  thro ’  a  good  part  of  Europe, 
to  pry  into  the  Arts  and  Indufiry  praCtifed 
by  the  more  civiliz’d  Nations ,  for  the  gain¬ 
ing  of  Riches  and  Power ,  and  condefcended 
fo  far  as  to  turn  Mechanick,  and  work  him - 
felf  with  his  own  Hands,  at  fever al  Trades , 
ejpecially  that  ^Ship-building,  that  he  might 
make  himfelf Mafier  of  the  My  fiery  and  Skill 
r equijite  in  fuch  IV irks ,  and  be  able  effectual¬ 
ly  to  carry  the  fame  home  to  his  own  Country  ; 
to  which  End  alfo  he  fpared  no  Cofi  to  engage 
the  befi  Artizans  of  every  kind  to  fettle  in 
his  Dominions ,  whither  he  alfo  tranfported 
the  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  every  thing  need¬ 
ful  to  fet  up  profitable  Manufactures,  and  cul¬ 
tivate  his  own  unpolifi’d  People,  and  fet  them 
upon  gaining  Riches  by  Trade,  which  he  had 
found  to  be  the  chief  Source  of  Wealth  and 
Power  in  England,  Efolland,  and  their  neigh¬ 
bouring  Nations  ,  and  we  fee  how  great  a 
Progrefs  he  made  therein  in  a  Ihgrt  Time,  and 
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that  he  has  left  a  Minifiry  no  lefs  fedulous 
to  carry  on  his  noble  Defigns. 

sis  Materials  are  thefirfi  Principles  and 

Foundation  of  Manufactures ;  and  as  the  Silk 

and  Linnen  are  efieemed  as  profitable  as  the 
Woollen  •  I  am  thoroughly  perfwaded  the 
Methods  herein  propofed  Will  render  the  rai- 
fing  thefe  Materials  both  practicable  and  ea- 
fy  in  our  own  Dominions  ;  andfo  very  cheap , 
that  it  gives  us  a  fair  ProfpeCl  of  outdoing 
any  Mat  ion  of  Europe  in  carrying  them  on- 
which,  with  proper  Care  to  regulate  fuel 
Undertakings ,  will  unite  all  His  Majefifs 
Dominions  into  one  Inter  eft,  by  fettling  fuch 
a  Circulation  of  Commerce  among  them ,  that 
one  Part  fall  be  dependant  on  the  other,  and 
every  Part  necejfary  to  fupport  the  whole, 
and  more  to  the  Advantage  of  every  Parti¬ 
cular,  and  all  get  more  by  fuch  a  Circulation 
of.  l  fade,  than  they  could  have  done  by  any 
Contrivance  of  their  own,  even  though  they 
had  been  able  to  carry  thro'  the  whole  Bu- 
finefs  within  them] elms  •  and  thofe  who 
may  have  a  Mind  to  fee  what  I  have  pro¬ 
pofed  upon  this  Head,  may  turn  to  the  i  yth, 
a  6th,  igth,  and  30 th  Chapters,  where  they 
will  find  wha  t  I  have  written  in  fever al  Let¬ 
ters  upon  this  Occafon,  as  well  as  feme 
Hints  thereof  in  other  Parts  of  this  Brea- 
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7  he  State  of  the  trade  of  the  Nation  much 
the  fame  from  the  time  of  William  the 
Conqueror  to  the  Aecejton  of  Queen  Eli¬ 
zabeth.  In  Her  ttme  Plantations  difco- 
ver’d  •  fome  Settlements  begun ;  T cade 
opened  to  Turkey,  Mufcovy,  Manu - 

failures  improved  and  encouraged  by  King 
William. 

-v  .  .  .  .  ■/  y  . 

TH  E  Englijh  Nation  remained  much  in 
the  fame  State,  reflecting  Trade  and 
Navigation,  from  the  Time  of  William 
the  Conqueror  to  the  Acceffion  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  to  the  Crown  of  England ,  which  then 
eonfifted  chiefly  in  tranfporting  tin,  Lead ,  Wocll, 
tome  Leather ,  Iron,  and  other  Productions  fuf- 

xicient  to  purchafe  what  foreign  Commodities 
they  wanted. 
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King  Edward  the  Third  was  the  firft  Prince 
from  the  Conqueft  to  his  Time,  that  we  find, 
took  any  Notice  of  Trade;  tor  in  the  Parliament 
held  at  Wejhninjler  in  1338,  the  Tranfportation 
of  Wooll  out  of  the  Kingdom  was  prohibited  ; 
and  for  the  Encouragement  of  foreign  Cloth- 
workers  and  other  Manufacturers  to  come  and 
fettle  here,  a  great  many  Privileges  were  granted, 
and  an  Allowance  from  the  Kingtill  they  were  fix¬ 
ed  in  a  competent  way  of  living;  and  it  was  enac¬ 
ted,  that  no  SubjeCt  fhould  wear  any  foreign  Cloth 
for  the  future.  From  his  Reign  to  the  Acceffion 
of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  we  do  not  find  any  one 
Prince,  during  that  Space  of  Time,  had  much 
Regard  for  Trade,  except  what  was  done  by 
Henry  the  Seventh,  which  looks  rather  like  Poli¬ 
cy  of  State  for-  crufhing  Perkin  Warbeck',  for 
tho’  he  removed  the  Mart  from  Antwerp  to  Ca¬ 
lais,  yet  two  Years  after  the  Prohibition  was  ta¬ 
ken  off,  and  the  Trade  was  again  opened  to  Ant¬ 
werp,  as  formerly.  About  Ten  Years  after 
a  Law  was  made,  prohibiting  the  Importation 
of  Manufactures  of  Silk  wrought  by  itfelf,  or  mix¬ 
ed  with  any  other  Thread.  ‘  This  (fays  the  Lord 
Bacon)  i  points  at  a  true  Principle,  viz.  Where 
1  foreign  Materials  are  but  Superfluities,  foreign 
‘  Manufactures  fhould  be  prohibited  ;  for  that 
‘  will  cither  banilh  the  Superfluity,  or  gain  the 
Manufacture’.  In  Queen  Elizabeth's  Time,  ma¬ 
ny  and  great  Advantages  were  added  to  Trade. 
In  the  Year  1570,  a  ’Turkey  Company  was  efta- 
blilhed.  The  fame  Year  Sir  Francis  Drake  re¬ 
turned  to'  England,  after  three  Years  Voyage 
round  the  World,  and  many  wonderful  Adven¬ 
tures  and  Difcoveries.  He  arrived  at  Plymouth, 
bringing  with  him  avail  Quantity  of  Gold  and 
Silver  taken  from  the  Spaniards.  In  her  Reign 
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alfo  a  Treaty  was  fettled  with  the  Duke  o £  MuJ~ 
covy  for  a  Trade  to  Archangel ,  in  which  leveral 
Advantages  were  granted  to  the  Englijh  Nation. 

Sir  Walter  Rawleigb ,  and  others  alfo  in  her 
Reign,  difcovered  the  Plantations;  and  tho*  the 
firft  Planters  met  withalmoft  infuperable  Difficul¬ 
ties,  and  were  often  forced  to  quit  what  they 
had  already  fettled;  yet  the  Greatnefs  of  their 
Souls  furmounted  all  Difficulties,  and  tho*  often 
baffled  in  their  Attempts,  they  renewed  them  a- 
gain  with  indefatigable  Zeal  and  Induftry,  till  at 
laft  Tobacco  and  Sugar  came  to  be  planted,  a 
great  many  Ships  built,  and  in  a  Ihort  Time  not 
only  fupplied  ourfelves  with  Sugar  and  Tobacco 
from  America ,  but  with  very  large  Quantities  to 
fend  abroad1,  and  fupplied  the  Baltic ky  Germany , 
Holland ,  Flanders ,  and  France ,  with  thole  Com¬ 
modities,  which  brought  in  very  great  Riches  to 
us,  and  by  Dgrees  beat  the  Portugtfefe  out  oi:  the 
Trade  of  thole  Parts  of  Europe. 

We  do  not  find  that  her  SuceelJor  King  James 
the  Firft  concerned  himfelf  much  in  Trade  ;  yet 
in  Imitation  of  Henry  the  Fourth  of  France  y( who 
was  wonderful  affiduous  in  promoting  all  Sorts  of 
Manufactures,  and  among  the  reft,  that  of  plan¬ 
ting  Mulberry -Treesy  and  railing  Silk,)  made 
fome  Eflays  towards  fuch  a  Defign  here,  and  he 
and  his  Courtiers  feem’d  to  be  very  fond  of  the 
Undertaking,  and  Letters  were  writ  to  Virginia 
to  promote  that  Manufacture.  Some  fmall  Pro¬ 
gress  was  made  there,  and  Letters  palled  between 
the  Planters  and  Gentlemen  here  ;  but  as  foon  as 
they  thought  they  had  engaged  the  Planters  to 
begin  upon  it,  inftead  of  promoting  it  heartily, 
and  fending  fome  able  and  skilful  Perlbns  to  di¬ 
rect  the  Undertaking,  they  threw  all  upon  the 
planters,  and  that  noble  Deiign  came  to  nothing; 
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whereas  that  in  France  fucceeded,  to  the  immenft 
Profit  ofthat  Kingdom. 

King  Charles  the  Firft  had  too  many  things 
upon  his  Hands  to  concern  himfelf  with  Trade  -y 
as  he  was  unacquainted  therewith,  he  was  eafiiy 
impeded  on  j  the  Confequences  of  which  make  us 
labour  under  many  Inconveniencies  at  this  Day ; 
one  of  which  was,  his  giving  Leave  to  the  French 
to  fiih  upon  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland ,  to 
fupply  an  Englip  Convent  in  France  in  Time  of 
Lent.  . 

CRO  MW  ELL  and  the  Rump  had  fbme  ex¬ 
cellent  Notions  of  Trade }  they  fettled  the  Act 
of  Navigation,  beat  the  Dutch ,  forced  them  to  a 
Treaty,  in  which  they  were  to  deliver  tip  the 
Hand  of  Pellarone ,  and  to  pay  large  Sums  for  the 
‘Violences  exercifed  upon  the  Englip  at  Amhoyna. 
But  upon  the  Reftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Se¬ 
cond,  the  Dutch  thought  themlelves  fecure  e- 
nough,  and  iince  have  never  made  any  Satisfaction. 
They  took  Jamaica  with  vaft  Expence,  which 
has  been  repaid  fince  with  Intereft.  The  Fa¬ 
vour  granted  by  King  Charles  the  Firft  to  the 
French ,  to  fifh  upon  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland, 
by  Length  of  Time,  and  afterwards  by  the  eafy 
Temper  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  gave  them 
an  Opportunity  of  claming  a  Right  to  that  Part 
they  had  feized.  It  is  Paid  KingJ  antes  the  Se¬ 
cond  fhewed  great  Uneafinefs  upon  that  Occaiion, 
but  nothing  was  done  that  yve  have  heard  of,  in 
order  to  obtain  Satisfaction.  The  ihort  Time  he 
reigned,  and  his  other  Views  for  eltablilhing  the 
Popifh  Religion,  did  not  give  him  Time  to  do 
any  thing  for  Trade. 

>  Upon  King  William’s  coming  to  the  Crown, 
early  Application  was  made  to  him  for  feveral 
Amendments  in  Trade,  and  for  cftablifhing  a 
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great  many  ufeful  Manufactories  among  us,  which 
had  been  kept  under  by  France  and  others  under¬ 
felling  the  Manufactures  made  at  Home.  He 
was  very  ready  to  hear  all  Propofals  made  upon 
that  Account,  and  gave  his  utmoft  Countenance 
to  all  fuch  Undertakings }  but  by  the  Fondnefs 
of  the  Nation  to  French  Commodities,  fo  much 
countenanced  by  King  Charles  and  King  James , 
it  was  a  very  hard  Matter  to  bring  them  into 
Love  with  thofe  made  at  Home.  However,  up¬ 
on  breaking  out  of  the  War  with  France ,  and 
prohibiting  French  Commodities,  Encouragement 
was  given  for  erecting  feveral  of  thofe  Manufac¬ 
tures  here,  as  the  Lujlring ,  Almode ,  and  other 
Silk  Manufactures  for  Hoods  and  Scarves,  which 
the  King’s  Royal  Confort  the  excellent  Queen 
Mary,  took  no  fmall  Pains  to  eltablifh ;  for 
which  Article  alone  it  is  allowed  France 
drew  from  us  above  Four  Hundred  Thoufand 
Pounds  yearly.  At  the  fame  Time  the  Manu¬ 
facture  of'Glafs  was  eftablilhed,  which  before  we 
ufed  to  have  from  France,  and  alfo  that  of  Hats 
and  Paper.  The  Manufacture  of  Linnen  was  fettled 
in  feveral  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  particularly  in 
Somerfetjhire  and  Dorfetjbire,  where  they  made 
extraordinary  good  Linnen  in  Imitation  of  France, 
and  which  fo  increafed,  that  in  a  few  Years  it  was 
computed,  in  a  DiltriCt  of  about  Ten  Miles  fquarc, 
they  made  to  the  Value  of  One  Hundred  Thou¬ 
fand  Pounds  yearly.  But  upon  the  Peace  with 
France,  there  were  fo  many  Linnens  run  into  the 
Weil,  that  it  put  that  Manufacture  under  great 
Difcouragement.  In  his  Time  alfo  the  Manufac¬ 
tures  of  Copper  and  Brafs  were  fet  on  Foot, 
which  are  brought  to  great  Perfection,  and 
now  in  a  great  Meafure  fupply  the  Nation  with 
Coppers,  Kettles,  and  alj,  Sorts  of  Copper  and  • 
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Brafs  Ware.  The  making  of  Sail-cloth  was  be¬ 
gun  and  carried  on  to  great  Perfection ;  alfo 
Sword-Blades,  Sciflars,  and  a  great  many  Toys 
made  of  Steel,  which  formerly  we  ufed  to  have 
from  France  }  in  the  manufacturing  of  which,  it 
is  faid  we  now  excel  all  other  Nations.  The 
letting  up  of  Salt-Works,  and  improving  of  Salt- 
Springs  and  Rock-Salt  hath  proved  very  beneficial 
here,  and  faves  a  very  great  Ifreafure  yearly, 
which  we  heretofore  paid  to  France  for  Salt,  and 
a  great  many  other  Things  which  1  forbear  to 
enumerate. 

Queen  Anne's  Miniftry  upon  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht ,  too  readily  granted  the  French  Liberty 
to  fifh  upon  the  very  beft  Fifheries  on  the  North 
Coaft  of  Newfoundland ,  and  there  to  build  Sta¬ 
ges  to  dry  them.  They  alfo  granted  them  Cape - 
Breton ,  which  is  faid  to  be  the  very  beft  Spot  in 
all  thofe  Seas  for  Filhing.  Thus  we  fee  the  French 
by  their  great  Penetration  and  Knowledge  in  the 
Affairs  of  Commerce,  have  gained  from  us  aTrea- 
fure  eqtial  to  a  Mine  of  Gold, 

The  Nation  in  Queen  Elizabeth’s  Time  being 
in  its  Infancy  in  Trade,  fet  out  with  great  Fru¬ 
gality,  and  faved  Money  and  grew  rich  apace, 
and  our  Merchants  fpread  themfelves  over  all 
Europe ,  l*i 'irkey  and  America ,  as  well  as  India, and 
introduced  our  Manufactures  and  Products  where** 
ever  they  went.  Their  Riches  encreafingby  this 
Traffick,  they  not  only  had  Money  enough  to  carry 
on  their  Trade,  but  fupplied  Foreign  Princes,  lent 
Money  upon  Bottomree,  and  upon  Commodities 
in  all  Countries.  The  Remittances  from  whence 
fwclled  the  Ballance  of  Trade  fo  much  in  our  Far- 
vour,  that  tho'  in  King  Charles  the  Second's 
Time,  the  Folly  of  that  Reign  encouraged  the 
wearing  the  Manufactures  of  France  to  that  De¬ 
gree* 
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gree,  that  it  is  commonly  allowed  we  paid  them  a 
Balance  of  Trade  we  drove  with  them,  of  at  Ieaft 
Twelve  or  Thirteen  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds 
yearly ;  notwithftanding  which,  the  Profits  of  our 
Commerce,  and  Money  abroad  employed  in  Trade, 
was  lo  1  very  coniiderable,  that  Silver  and  Gold 
were  plentier  in  England ,  both  in  his  and  King 
James’s  Reigns,  than  any  other  neighbouring 
Kingdom,  wnich  occafioned  Quantities  to  be 
coined  here. 

But  upon  the  War  with  France^Eomt  Gentle¬ 
men  rather  advifed  to  borrow  Money  at  Interejf, 
than  raife  neceflary  Suppl  ies  within  the  Compafs  of 
the  Year,  to  carry  on  that  juft  and  neceflary  War, 
which  had  that  evil  Confequence,  that  not  only 
our  Merchants  who  had  Money  at  Interefl,  A- 
broad,  but  even  Foreigners  brought  in  their  Mo¬ 
ney  to  put  in  our  Loans.  At  Iaft  this  brought  a 
heavy  Load  upon  the  Nation ;  and  inftead  of 
living  in  a  parcimonious  and  frugal  Manner,  thofe 
Perfons  that  had  placed  their  Money  in  the 
Funds,  and  could  judge  of  their  Expences 
fell  into  a  more  luxurious  Way  of  living, 
which  very  much  increafed  the  Confumption  of 
Foreign  Commodities.  And  whereas  formerly 
great  Quantities  of  Bullion  were  brought  into  this 
Nation  by  the  Balance  of  our  Trade,  and  coined 
into  Money,  the  Tables  were  turned,  and  as  fall 
as  we  imported  any  Bullion  from  any  Part  of  the 
World,  it  was  immediately  fent  away  again  to  pay 
our  Debts.  When  Silver  was  coined  here,  it  com¬ 
monly  was  under  Standard,  and  the  Goldfmiths 
did  not  give  above  5  j.  i  d.  \  or  i  for  Pieces  of 
Eight,  becaufe  they  would  have  feme  Profit  up¬ 
on  coining.  The  Cafe  is  fo  much  altered  now, 
that  Silver  has  been  above  Standard,  which  has 
been  bought  up  and  exported  to  pay  the  Balance 
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of  our  Trade.  This  is  fo  evident  a  Truth,  that  I 
believe  it  cannot  be  denied;  yet  fo  miftaken  are 
many  People,  that  they  cannot  fee  the  Difference 
between  having  a  vaft  Treafure  of  Silver  and 
Gold  in  the  Kingdom,  and  the  Mint  employed  in 
coining  Money,  the  only  true  Token  of  Trea¬ 
fure  and  Riches,  and  having  it  carried  away ;  but 
they  fay  Money  is  aNCommodity  like  other  Things, 
and  think  themfelves  never  the  poorer  for  what  the 
Nation  daily  expotts.  This  hath  drawn  me  into 
the  Coniideration  of  our  National  Benefit,  that 
it  may  be  thoroughly  weighed.  I  have  thought  the 
only  Method  to  furnifh  Gentlemen  with  proper 
Confiderations,  is  to  give  fome  Account  of  the 
Commodities  the  Nations  we  trade  with  take 
from  us,  and  what  we  take  from  them,  and  to  give 
my  Thoughs  where  I  think  the  Balance  lies* 
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CHAP.  II. 


TRADE  between  England  and  Turkey* 


AS  Turkey  is  the  outmofl:  Bounds  of  the  Me-* 
diterrdnean ,  I  lhall  begin  our  Commerce 
with  that  mighty  Empire. 

The  Commodities  they  take  from  lis,  are  chief-* 
ly  Broad-Cloth^  Long-Ells;,  Tin,  Lead;  and 
fome  Iron;  and  the  Englijh  Merchants  frequently 
buy  up  French  and  Lisbon  Sugars,  and  tranfporc 
thither,  as  well  as  Bullion  from  Cadiz . 

But  notwithstanding,  the  Turkey  Trade  is  ve¬ 
ry  ufeful,  the  Goods  we  fend  being  fully  manu¬ 
factured,  and  carried  to  them  in  our  own  Ship¬ 
ping  ;  and  the  Commodities  we  take  from  them 
in  Returns,  are  alfo  in  our  own  Navigation. 

The  Commodities  we  take  from  them  are  chief¬ 
ly  Raw,  and  very  proper  to  carry  on  our  home 
Manufactures,  and  employ  our  Poor,  as  well 
as  for  Re-exportation.  The  great  Value  is  in 
Raw  Silk.  We  take  befides  Grograin  Yarn, 
Dying-Stuffs  of  fundry  Kinds,  Drugs,  Soap,  Lea¬ 
ther,  Cotton,  and  fome  Fruit,  Oyl,  &c. 


IV.  B .  The  Turkey  Silk  is  only  fit  for  the  Shute 
of  our  fine  Damasks,  and  other  coloured 
Silks,  and  for  making  Silk  Stockins,  Gal- 
looms,  and  Silver  and  Gold  Lace ;  but  not 
proper  for  the  Warp  of  any  Silk,  not  being 
fine  enough,  nor  even  enough  for  Organzine, 
at  double  twilled  Silk,  that  being  all  Italian  ; 
nor^  indeed,  even  enough  for  the  Shute  or 
Woof  of  black-Luftrings,  Alamodes,  or  Pa- 
duafoys,  the  Shute  of  that  being  alfo  Italian. 

'  1  B  C  H  A  P,  III. 
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CHAP.  III. 

T R  AD  E  between  England  and  Italy. 

JIT  ALT  takes  from  us,  Broad-Cloth,  Long- 
L  Ells,  -Bays,  Druggets,  Callimancoes,  Cam¬ 
lets,  and  divers  other  Stuffs,  Leather,  Tin,  Lead  • 
great  Quantities  of  Fifh,  as  Pilchards,  Herrino-g’ 
Salmon,  Newfoundland  Codd,  &c.  Pepper,  and 
other  Eafl- India  Goods. 

The  Commodities  England  takes  from  them 
are  raw,  thrown  and  wrought  Silk,  Wine,  Oyl, 

Soap,  Olives,  fome  Dyers  Wares,  Anchovies, 
&c.  9 

Formerly  we  received  a  confiderable  Balance 
from  them ;  but  the  French  now  fupplying  them 
with  very  great  Quantities  of  Woollen  Manufac¬ 
tures,  and  alfo  having  got  Part  of  the  Newfound¬ 
land  Trade  from  us;  and  as  we  import  great 
Quantities  of  thrown  and  raw  Silk  from  thence 
to  carry  on  our  Manufactures,  it  is  thought  the 
Balance  now  again!!  us  is  confiderable. 

The  Italians  have  an  excellent  Method  of 
throwing^  their  Silk  by  a  Water  Engine,  which 
with  a  few  Hands  to  attend  it,  will  do  more 
Work  than  an  Hundred  Perfons  can  do  at  throw¬ 
ing  according  to  our  Method.  Indeed,  fine  Ita¬ 
lian  raw  Silk  cannot  be  thrown  to  Truth  and  good 
Workfnanlhip  by  any  other  Method,  the  Engine 
going  fo  much  truer  than  it  can  be  wrought  by 
Hand.  We  have  been  fo  unfortunate  as  never  to 
have  had  any  fuch  Engine  till  of  late,  and  there 
is  but  one  compleat  in  the  Kingdom. 


(  II  ) 

CHAP.  IV, 

TRADE  between  England  and  Spain/ 

i 

SPAIN'  takes  from  us  Broad-Cloth,.  Drug¬ 
gets,  Callimancoes,  Bays,  Stuffs  of  divers 
Kinds,  Leather,  Fifh,  Tin,  Lead,  Corn,  &c. 

The  Commodities  England  takes  from  them, 
are  Wine,  Oyl,  Fruit  of  divers  Kinds,  Wooll, 
Indigo,  Cochineal,  and  dying  Stuffs  :  The 
Bulk  of  the  Commodities  we  take  from  them  are 
the  Produce  of  their  own  Country,  viz.  Wine, 
Oyl,  and  Fruit;  fo  that  the  Spaniards  pay  for 
our  Woollen,  and  all  other  Products,  at  a  very 
eafy  Rate ;  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  great  Con- 
lumption  of  Spantjh  Wines,  Fruits  and  Oyls  in. 
England ,  their  Sales  of  thofe  Commodities,  would 
amount  but  to  a  Trifle,  having  no  Nation  for 
their  Cuftomers  but  us,  Holland ,  and  a  very 
fmall  Matter  to  Flanders ,  Hamboarg ,  and  the 
Baltick. 

'Ti  s  fuppofed  we  take  off  at  leaf!  two  Thirds 
of  the  whole ;  fo  that  although  we  are  obliged 
to  the  Spaniards  for  their  Cuftom  for  our  Manu¬ 
factures,  they  are  no  lefs  obliged  to  us  tor  taking 

off  their  Products.  ^ 

Formerly  wc  received  a  great  Balance  from 
them  in  Bullion,  but  llnce  the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
bon  has  filled  the  Spanifo  Throne,  and  intro¬ 
duced  French  Stuffs,  and  French  Fafhions,  Ms 
prefumed  the  Balance  is  but  very  fmall  in  out 
Favour. 
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CHAP.  V. 

s. 

TRADE  between  England  and  Portugal. 

Portugal  takes  from  us  Broad-Cloth, 

Druggets,  Bays,  Long-Ells,  Callimancoes, 
and  all  other  Sorts  of  Stuffs,  as  well  as  Tin, 
Lead,  Leather,  Fifh,  Corn,  and  other  Endilh 
Commodities.  \  ‘  *  J 

E  ArG  LAND  takes  from  them  great  Quan¬ 
tities  of  Wine,  Oyl,  Salt  and  Fruit'*  by  which 
Means  their  fpare  Lands,  (fince  they  have  the  fup- 
plying  us  with  Wine,)  are  greatly  improved,  and 
tho*  we  may  allow  a  confiderable  Balance  to  be 
brought  us,  yet  it  is  not  fo  great  as  fome 
imagine. 

dffE  Pcrtuguefe  have  much  abated  of  their 
Induftry,  fince  the  finding  out  the  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver  Mines  in  the  Brazil's  *  and  well  they  may,  the 
working  thofe  Mines  turning  to  better  Account 
than  their  planting  Sugar  and  Tobacco*  the 
importing  ol  which  from  our  Plantations,  has 
beat  tnoie  of  Portugal  and  Spain  out  of  the 
?sprthern  Parts  ol  Europe ,  as  a  little  Encou¬ 
ragement  and  good  Regulation  would  do  in  the 
Mediterranean  *  and  we  have  now  a  fair  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  enlarging  our  Commerce,  provided  we 
make  ufe  oi  it,  Ot  which  in  its  proper  Place. 


C  H  A  P,  \l 
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CHAP.  VL 

TRADE  between  England  and  France. 

a.-  *  '  \ f 

FR  A  NC  E  takes  from  England  large  Quan¬ 
tities  of  Tobacco,  Horn-Plates,  Tin,  lome 
Lead,  fome  Flannels,  and  Corn  in  Time  of  Scar- 
city. 

E  N  G  L  A  ND  takes  from  France  Wine, 
Brandy,  Linnen,  Fine  Lace,  Fine  Cambricks  and 
Cambrick  Lawns,  to  a  prodigious  Value,  Bro¬ 
cades,  Velvets,  and  many  other  rich  Silk  Manu¬ 
factures,  which  are  either  run  in  upon  us,  or  come 
by  Way  of  Holland  *  the  Humour  of  fome  of  our 
Nobility  and  Gentry  being  fuch,  that  altho’  we 
have  thofe  Manufactures  made  as  good,  if  not  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  French ,  yet  they  are  forced  to  be 
called  by  the  Name  of  French ,  to  make  them  fell. 
Their  Linnens  are  run  in  upon  us  in  very  great 
Quantities,  as  are  their  Wine  and  Brandy  from 
the  Lahds-End  even  to  the  Downs.  Their  Bran¬ 
dies  have  been  fold  from  3  s.  to  3  s.  6  d.  per  Gal¬ 
lon,  and  their  Claret  from  3  s.  to  4^  the  belt, 
tho'  the  bare  Duty  of  the  Brandy  is  6  s.  8  d.  per 
Gallon,  and  the  Duty  of  their  Wine  52/.  per 
Tun  or  13  d.  per  Quart.  This  muft  drain  us  of 
our  Gold  and  Silvery  for  the  Smugglers  carry  no¬ 
thing  out  but  Gold,  Silver  and  Wooll  to  purchale 
thofe  Commodities  with.  It  is  a  Misfortune  upon 
us,  that  our  Xnterert  is  not  better  confidered  ,  we 
might  be  (upplied  with  fine  Rum  from  our  Plan¬ 
tations,  that  would  be  more  acceptable  to  our 
common  People  than  French  Brandy,  provided 
the  Importation  was  fufficientiy  encouraged ;  then 
the  Nation  would  be  fupplied  with  that  Spirit  at 

little 


zj  :•  :.l  -  rvv  vV-  • 

-  **  "Life® 


little  or  no  Charge  }  for  it  would  not  coft  above 
lid.  Ster.  per  Gallon  abroad,  and  in  Reality, 
it  could  not  ftand  us  in  one  Fifth  Part  of  that : 
Foritisfhewn  in  the  following  Difcourfe,  that 
Four  Fifths  of  all  that  is  gained  in  the  Plantati¬ 
ons  comes  home  to  us.  France  above  all  other 


wants  very  little  either  tor  Luxury  or  Convenience, 
feme  few  Materials  excepted  to  help  to  carry  on 
their  Manufactures,  the  chief  of  which  are  Woolf 


HENRT  the  Fourth  eftablifhed  their  Lin- 


nough  to  fupply  themfelves,  but  export  mighty 
Quantities,  He  alfo  encouraged  the  planting 
Mulberry-Trees,  and  making  of  Silk,  which  is 
now  brought  to  fo  great  Perfection,  that  we  are 
credibly  informed,  they  make  within  themfelves 
fufficient  Quantities  for  carrying  on  all  their  Manila 
faCturcs;  and  not  only  fo,  but  they  have  exported 
fome  of  their  thrown  Silk,  to  be  fold  at  Leghornr 
which  is  faid,  in  all  RefpeCts  is  as  good  as  the 
belt  Silk  made  in  Italy  *  fo  that  what  raw  Silk 
they  have  from  abroad,  is  in  Returns  for  their 
Woollens  and  other  Manufactures,  which  they 
fend  ,  out  again  to  Leghorn  for  ^  Market. 
They  have  laid  down  forne  of  their  beft  Lands 


rope.  They  have  modelled  every  Thing  fo  well, 
that  they  fend  out  their  Silk  and  Linnen  Manu¬ 
factures  moftly  of  their  own  ProduCt,  and  have 


'  ( I?  ) 

on  with  Spanijh  and  Irijh  Wooll.  What  they  im¬ 
port  from  Ireland  might  be  prevented,  if  proper 
Care  was  taken ;  but  inftead  of  that  there  is  a 
Duty  of  i  yd.  Farthing  per  Stone  laid  upon  all 
that  comes  to  England:  So  that  the  French  buy 
theirs  in  Ireland  near  20  per  CenU  cheaper  than 
we. 


CHAP.  VII. 

t 

TRADE  between  England  and  Flanders* 

FL  A  ND  E  R  S  takes  from  us  Serges,  a  few 
Flannels,  a  very  few  Stuffs,  Sugar,  Tobac¬ 
co,  Tin  and  Lead. 

ENGLAND  takes  from  them  Fine  Lace^ 
Fine  Cambricks  and  Cambrick  Lawns,  Flanders 
whited  Linnens,  Threads,  Tapes,  Incles,  and 
divers  other  Commodities  to  a  very  great  Value: 
But  the  Dutch  having  the  Command  of  the  Mouth 
of  the  Scheldt  do  thereby  fecure  to  themfelves  ia 
a  great  Meafure  the  Paliage  bf  Goods  to  and 
from  Flanders  through  Holland }  fo  that  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  judge  what  the  Balance  we  pay  to  them 
amounts  to.  But  it  is  undoubtedly  very  conftdet- 
able,  we  being  their  greateft  Cuftomers  forthofe 
Commodities  *  and  yet  they  prohibit  our  Woollen 
Cloths,  which,  if  freely  admitted,  ftis  thought: 
would  not  amount  to  one  Fifth  Part  of  what  we 
take  from  them. 


(  16  ) 

CHAP.  VIII. 

TRADE  between  England  and  Germany. 

.  *  '  ’  ' 

ERMANT  takes  from  'England  Broad-^ 
J  Cloth,  Druggets,  Long-Ells,  Serges,  and 
leveral  Sorts  of  Stuffs,  Tobacco,  Sugar,  Ginger, 
Eafi-India  Goods,  Tin,  Lead,  and  leveral  other 
Commodities,  the  great  Confumption  of  which 
is  in  the  Low er-Ger many. 

E  NG  LAND  takes  froiii  them  prodigious 
Quantities  of  Linnen,  Linnen-Yarn,  Kid-Skins, 
Tin-Plates,  and  a  great  many  other  Commodities. 

According  to  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Accounts, 
the  Balance  was  thought  to  be  in  our  Favour, 
w  hen  we  were  fupplied  by  France  with  Linnens  ; 
but  fincc  the  high  Duty  upon  French  Linnens* 
the  Emperor  and  other  Princes  of  Germany  have 
gained  that  Manufacture,  which  has  greatly  en¬ 
riched  them;  and  yet,  notwithstanding thofe  great 
Advantages  they  have  by  importing  their  Lin¬ 
nens  upon  us,  feme  of  them  have  prohibited  feveral 
Sorts  of  our  Woollen  Manufactures,  and  others 
have  prohibited  all,  which  gives  them  a  very 
great  Balance  upon  us. 


C  H  A  P.  IX. 

TRADE  between  England,  Norway  and 

Denmark. 


X  *y  O  R IV A  T  and  Denmark  take  from  Eng- 
land  Guineas,  Crown-Pieces,  and  Bullion, 
a  little  Tobacco,  and  a  few  Coarfe  Woollens  ot 
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ENGLAND 


(  il  ) 

E  NG  LAND  takes  from  Norway^  & cv  valt 
Quantities  of  Deal-Boards,  Timber,  Spars  arid 
Iron,  We  pay  them  a  very  great  Balance,  and 
their  rebuilding  great  Ships  of  Burthen  (destroyed 
in  the  War  between  them  and  Sweden )  will  again 
eftabliih  them  in  the  Navigation  and  Freight  of 
their  Timber,  and  will  greatly  increafe  their 
Balance  upon  us. 


G  H  A  P.  X. 


TRADE  between  England  and  Sweden. 

SWEDEN  takes  from  England  our  Gold* 
Silver,  and  but  a  fmall  Quantity  of  the  Ma¬ 
nufactures  and  Productions  of  England. 

ENGLAND  takes  from  Sweden  near  two 
Thirds  of  the  Iron  wrought  up  or  confumed  in  the 
Kingdom,  Copper,  Boards,  Plank,  the  Balance 
they  drew  from  us  amounted  before  the  late  War 
with  Denmark ,  to  between  two  and  three  Hun¬ 
dred  Thoufand  Pounds  yearly,  belide  the  Freight 
of  their  own  Product,  which  we  paid  them  for 
likewife. 


CHAP.  XL 

TRADE  between  England  and  Ruflla, 

RUSS  IA  takes  from  England  fome  Coarfo 
Cloth,  Long-Ells,  Worfted-Stufls,  lin* 
Lead,  Tobaccoes,  and  a  few  other  Commodities. 

E  NG  LAND  takes  from  Rujfui  Hemp,  Flax, 
Linnen- Cloth,  Linnen-Yarn,  Ruffia-  Leather, 

C  Tallow, 


HOLLAND  takes  from  England  Broad- 
Cloth,  Druggets,  Long-Ells,  Stuffs  of  a 
gieat  many  Sorts,  Leather,  Corn,  Coals,  and  fomc- 
thmg  of  almoft  every  thing  that  this  Kingdom 
produces  *  befide  all  forts  ot  India  and  Turkey  re¬ 
exported  Goods,  Sugars,  Tobacco,  Rice,  Ginger, 
itch  and  TE  ar,  and  fundry  other  Commodities  of 
the  I  roduee  of  our  American  Plantations. 

E  LAND  takes  from  Holland  great  Quan- 
titJes  of  hne  Hollands-Linnen,  Threads,  Tapes 
and  Inclcs,  Whale-Fins,  Brafs-Battcry,  Madder, 
Argol?  with  a  large  Number  of  other  Commo¬ 
dities,  and  Loys,  Clapboard  Wainfcot,  &c. 

»  ut  according  to  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Accounts, 
over-balance  them  in  Trade  to  a  confiderable 
alue^  According  to  this  \iew  ol  the  Trade 
with  Holland ,  the  Balance  paid  us  is  thrice  as 
much  as  we  receive  from  either  Portugal  or  Spain . 
but  when  we  conlider  the  great  Number  of  Smug- 
ling-Ships  that  are  employed  between  this  King- 
tlom  and  Holland ,  and  the  Supply  we  have  from 
them  of  Pepper  and  ail  other  Sorts  of  India  Spice, 
w  ith  Callicoes,  Muffins,  India  Silks,  andRomals, 
and  other  Manufactures  of  India ,  Coffee,  Tea, 
Anna  Ware,  and  very  great  Quantities  of  Hol¬ 
lands  and  fine  Lace,  Canibricks,  Dutch  Paduafoys, 


(  r9  ) 

Velvets,  and  other  wrought  Silks,  it  is  apt  to  furnifh 
the  thinking  Part  of  Mankind  with  other  Notions, 


CHAP,  XIII. 

TRADE  between  England  and  Ireland. 

IRELAND  takes  from  England  Fine 

Broad-Cloth,  Rich  Silks,  Ribbons,  Gold 
$nd  Silver  Lace,  manufactured  Iron  and  Cutlery 
Wares,  Pewter,  great  Quantities  of  Hops,  Coals, 
Dying  Wares,  Tobacco,  Sugar,  Eajl-India 
Goods,  Raw  Silk,  Hollands,  and  almoft  every 
Thing  they  ufe,  but  coarfe  Linnens,  coarfe 
Woollens,  and  Eatables. 

ENGLAND  takes  from  Ireland  Woollen- 
Yarn,  Linnen-Yarn,  great  Quantities  of  Wpoll 
in  the  Fleece,  for  carrying  on  our  Manufactures, 
and  employing  our  Poor,  feme  Tallow:  But  that 
which  makes  Ireland  fo  very  profitable  to  Eng¬ 
land ,  is,  that  it  is  thought  near  One  Third  Part 
of  the  Rents  of  the  Whole  belong  to  Englijh 
Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  that  dwell  here,  belides 
the  very  large  Sums  that  are  fpent  for  the  Edu¬ 
cation  of  their  Youth,  by  the  great  Number  of 
Nobility  and  Gentry  that  refort  to  the  Englijh 
Court,  and  thofe  who  come  to  folicit  for  Places 
and  Employments.,  There  may  be  added  to  thefe 
the  Sums  of  Money  that  are  paid  to  Perfons  that 
have  Places  and  Penfions  out  ol  the  Irijh  Reve¬ 
nues,  who  refide  here*  belides  they,  upon  their 
Eftablifhment,  maintain  10  or  12000  Men,  whp 
are  always  ready  upon  any  Emergency. 

They  have  an  extraordinary  Trade  for  their 
Hides,  Tallow,  Beef,  Butter,  to  Holland 
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Handers ,  France ,  Portugal  and  Spain,  which  en¬ 
ables  them  to  make  large  Remittances  to  keep 
their  Balance  with  us. 


CHAP.  XIV. 

TRADE  between  England  and  the  Sugar 

Plantations, 

OUR  Sugar  Plantations  take  from  England 
all  Sorts  of  Cloathing,  both  Linnen,  Silks, 
and  Woollen,  wrought  Iron,  Brafs,  Copper  •  all 
Sorts  of  Honlhold  Furniture,  and  a  great  Part  of 
their  Food-  fo  that  they  are  entirely  dependent 
on  us. 

They  fend  us  Sugar,  Ginger,  and  feveral  Com¬ 
modities,  enough  for  our  own  Confumption,  and 
formerly  we  re-exported  as  much  as  brought  in 
feveral  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds  yearly.  They 
fend  us  all  the  Bullion  and  Gold  they  can  meet 
with,  but  rarely  carry  out  any.  And  doubtlefs 
would  produce  a  great  many  other  Commodities, 
which  we  now  have  from  India  by  way  of  Holland , 
•as  Cinnamon,  Cloves,  Nutmegs,  Mace,  Coffee, 
provided  they  were  planted,  and  effectual  Care 
taken  of  them. 


C  H  A  P.  XV. 

T'R  A  D  E  between  England  and  the  Tobacco 

Plantations. 

THE  Tobacco  Plantations  take  'from  Eng¬ 
land  their  Cloathing,  Houihold  Goods, 
Iron  Manufadures  of  all  Sorts,  Saddles,  Bridles,' 
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Brafs  and  Copper  Wares  ;  and  notwithftanding 
their  dwelling  among  the  Woods,  they  take  their 
very  Turners  Wares,  and  almoft  every  Thing  elfe 
that  may  be  called  the  Manufa&ure  of  England  : 
So  that  indeed  it  is  a  very  great  Number  of  Peo¬ 
ple  that  are  employed  to  provide  a  fufficient  Sup¬ 
ply  of  Goods  for  them. 

E  NG  LAND  takes  from  them  not  only 
what  Tobacco  we  confume  at  Home,  but  very 
great  Quantities  for  Re-exportation,  which  may 
properly  be  laid  to  be  the  fureft  Way  of  enrich¬ 
ing  this  Kingdom, 

*"  "  "  ■  ■■*-■  "  ■'  ‘"*1'**'  ",'li  i  .w.m  '■*  >'  |J  M,  <  1  ■  *«-" 

CHAPi  XVI. 

TRADE  between  England  and  Carolina. 

CAROLINA  lies  in  as  happy  a  Climate 
as  any  in  the  World,  from  32  to  36  De¬ 
grees  of  Northern  Latitude.  The  Soil  is  gene¬ 
rally  fertile :  The  Rice  it  produces  is  faid  to 
be  the  belt  in  the  World,  and  no  Country  affords 
better  Silk  than  has  been  brought  from  thence 
though  for  Want  of  fufficient  Encouragement  the 
Quantity  imported  is  very  fmall.  ’Tis  faid  both 
Bohea  and  Green  Tea  have  been  raifed  there  ex¬ 
traordinary  good  of  the  Kind.  The  Olive-tree 
grows  wild,  and  thrives  very  well,  and  might  foon 
be  improved  fo  far  as  to  fupply  us  with  large 
Quantities  of  Oil.  ’Tis  faid  the  Fly  from  whence 
the  Cocheneal  is  made,  is  lound  very  commonly  * 
and  if  Care  was  taken,  .  very  great  Quantities 
might  be  made.  The  Indigo  Plant  grows  exceed¬ 
ing  well;  and ’tis  thought,  if  rightly  improved,  we 
might  be  fupphed  with  both  the  aforefaid  Com¬ 
modities,  not  only  to  anfwcrour  Home  Confump- 
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tion,  but  with  large  Quantities  for  Re-exporta¬ 
tion.  The  Country  has  Plenty  of  Iron-Mine  in 
it,  and  would  produce  excellent  Hemp  and  Flax, 
if  Encouragement  was  given  for  railing  it.  It 
lies  as  convenient  as  any  of  our  Colonies  in  Ame¬ 
rica  for  carrying  on  the  Skin  Trade,  and  fupplying 
the  Indian  Nations  with  Englijh  Commodities. 
The  Rice  Trade,  iince  it  hath  been  made  an  e- 
numerated  Commodity,  is  under  great  Difcou- 
ragement  *  for  it  cannot  be  fent  direflly  to  Por¬ 
tugal  and  Spain  as  formerly  •  and  it  will  not  bear 
the  Charge  of  bringing  home  and  Re-fhipping,  un- 
lefs  it  be  at  the  Time  when  the  Crops  in  the  Mila- 
ftefe  and  Egypt  prove  bad 

The  Enumeration  was  obtained  by  a  Captain  (a) 
of  a  Ship  employed  by  a  Company  then  trading  to 
Carolina  •  for  feveral  Ships  going  from  England 
thither,  and  purchasing  Rice  tor  Portugal ,  preven¬ 
ted  the  aforefaid  Captain  of  a  Loading.  Upon  his 
coming  home,  he  poffefled  a  Member  of  Parliament 
(b\  (who  was  very  frequently  employed  to  pre¬ 
pare  Bills)  with  an  Opinion  that  carrying  Rice  di¬ 
rectly  to  Portugal  was  a  Prejudice  to  the  Trade 
of  England ,  and  privately  got  a  Claufe  into  an 
Aft  (c)  to  make  it  an  enumerated  Commodity, 
by  which  Means  he  Secured  a  Freight  to  himlelf : 
But  the  Confequence  proved  a  vaft  Lofs  to  the 
Nation  •  and  that  Trade  is  not  fuppofed  to  be 
one  Third  Part  of  what  it  might  have  been  by  this 
Time.  Now  this  could  not  have  happened,  if 
that  Gentleman  who  brought  in  that  Claufe  had 
underflood  the  Nature  and  Circulation  of  Trade, 
he  would  then  have  known,  that  it  is  much  more 
the  Intereft  of  the  English  Merchant  to  fell  his 
Rice  in  Portugal ,  and  have  the  Money  remitted 
thence,  than  it  is  to  have  it  brought  to  England , 
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S-ncl  afterwards  thipp’d  to  Holland ,  Hambourgh  or 
Portugal ;  for  the  Difference  in  the  Freight  and 
Charges  is  at  lead  50  per  Cent. 

N.  B.  As  Carolina  is  like  to  become  the  Property 
of  the  Crown,  the  rich  Grounds  that  lie  under 
the  ApulaihcanW ills,  and  through  Fiyginta 
are  inviting  Places  for  railing  Silk,  Hemp  and 
Flax,  the  Air  being  accounted  healthy  and  pure 
and  the  Country  is  large  enough  to  canton  out 
into  dittinit  Lots  all  the  Inhabitants  we  fhall 
be  capable  of  fending,  from  whence  they  will 
have  the  Convenience  of  fending  all  their  Goods 
down  by  Navigable  Rivers,  which  would  alfo 
be  a  Security  to  our  Frontiers  againft  the  In- 
croachments  of  the  French  who  lie  on  the  other 
Side  thofe  Mountains. 


CHAP.  XVIf. 

TRADE  between  England  and  Penlilvania. 

PE  RrS  I LVANIA  within  Forty  Years  has 
made  wonderful  Improvements  •  they  have 
built  a  large  and  regular  City-  they  have  cleared 
great  Trails  of  Land,  and  raifed  very  great  Quan¬ 
tities  of  Wheat  and  other  Provilions  •  and  they 
have,  by  Way  of  'Jamaica ,  beat  out  a  very  great 
Trade  tor  their  Com  and  Provilions  to  the  SpAnijh 
Wejl-Indies  •  and  it  this  Trade  be  properly  nurs’d 
up,  it  may  draw  the  Spanijh  Coaft  very  much  to 
depend  on  us  for  a  Supply  of  Flower,  B’isket,  &c. 
"which  may  be  of  great  Advantage  to  us. 

It  is  already  attended  with  that  good  Confe- 
quence,  that  it  hath  fupplied  them  with  Gold  and 
Silver,  which  is  frequently  brought  home  by  our 
trading  Ships  from  thence,  and  has  very  much  en¬ 
larged 


Keriies,  Druggets,  Serges,  Stuffs,  and  Manufac¬ 
tures  of  all  Sorts. 

They  fupply  the  Sugar  Plantations  with  Pipe 
and  Barrel-Staves,  and  other  Lumber  •  with 
Flower,  Bisket,  Pork,  But  this  is  not  fuffici- 
ent  for  their  Cloathing,  and  therefore  are  forced 
to  make  fomething  by  their  own  Labour  and  In- 
duftry  to  anfwer  that  End. 

CHAP.  XVIII. 

TRADE  between  England,  New-Jerfey 

and  New- York. 

THE  Provinces  of  New-Jerfey  and  New- 
Tork  produce  much  the  fame  with  Penftl- 
'vania,  and  their  Traffick  is  much  the  fame;  we 
have  what  Money  they  can  raifetobuy  our  Manu¬ 
factures  for  their  Cloathing,  and  what  they  fur¬ 
ther  want,  they  are  forced  to  Manufacture  for 
themfelves  as  the  aforefaid  Colonies  do. 


CHAP.  XIX, 


TRADE  between  England  and  New- 


EW-ENGLAND  takes  from  us  all 


IN  Sorts  of  Woollen  Manufactures,  Linnen, 
Sailcloth  and  Cordage  for  rigging  their  Ships, 
Haberdalhcry,  &c.  To  raife  Money  to  pay  for 
what  they  take  of  us,  they  are  forced  to  vijit  the 
Spanijh  Coalts,  where  they  pick  up  any  Commo¬ 


dity 
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dity  they  can  trade  for  :  They  carry  Lumber  and 
Provifions  to  the  Sugar  Plantations,  exchange 
Proviiions  for  Logwood  with  the  Logwood  Cut¬ 
ters  at  Campeachey.  They  fend  Pipe  and  Barrel- 
Staves,  and  Filh  to  Spain ,  Portugal ,  and  the 
S freights.  They  fend  Pitch,  Tar  and  Turpen¬ 
tine  to  England ,  with  fome  Skins  :  But  all  thofc 
Commodities  fall  very  Ihort  of  purchasing  their 
Cloathing  in  England  *  and  therefore  what  other 
Necefiaries  they  want,  they  are  forced  ro  Manu¬ 
facture  for  themfelves,  as  the  aforementioned 
Colonies. 


CHAP.  XX. 

) 

TRADE  between  England  and  A  frica* 

OU  R  Trade  with  Africa  is  very  profitable 
to  the  Nation  in  general  *  it  has  this  Ad¬ 
vantage,  that  it  carries  no  Money  out,  and  not 
only  Supplies  our  Plantations  with  Servants,  but 
brings  in  a  great  Deal  of  Bullion  for  thofe  that  are 
fold  to  the  Spanijh  Wejl-Indies ,  befide  Gold  Dull} 
and  other  Commodities,  as  Red-wood,  Teeth, 
Guinea  Grain,  &c.  fome  of  which  are  re-exported. 
The  fupplying  our  Plantations  with  Negroes  is 
of  that  extraordinary  Advantage  to  us,  that  the 
Planting  Sugar  and  Tobacco,  and  carrying  on 
Tr^de  there  could  not  be  Supported  without 
them  *  which  Plantations,  as  I  have  elfiewhere 
obferved,  are  the  great  Caufes  of  the  Increafe  of 
the  Riches  of  the  Kingdom.  There  has  been  great 
Struggles  by  the  African  Company  to  engrofs  that 
Trade  to  themfelves*  by  which  Means  they  would 
not  only  prevent  the  large  Profits  that  are  brought 

D  into 
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nto  the  Nation  by  the  Trade  private  Adventurers 
drive  thither,  but  would  alfo  be  one  great  Means 
of  lining  our  Plantations  ;  for,  as  I  have  already 
observed,  our  Plantations  are  fupported  by  the 
Labour  ol  Slaves,  and  our  Profit  cither  more  or 
Icis,  according  to  the  Numbers  there  employed* 
and  as  the  Tl  radc  is  now  drove  on  by  private 
Adventurers,  they  pu(h  it  with  all  imaginable 
Aigour  ;  and  the  Planters  have  not  only  very 
great  Numbers  oi  Slaves  brought  in,  but  they 
are  al  io  afforded  them  at  moderate  Prizes.  But  if 
this  Trade  fhould  fall  into  the  Hands  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Management,  I  am  afraid,  would  be  as 
it  has  been  in  fome  other  Companies,  carried  on  to 
the  enriching  particular  Perfons,  who  too  often 
trade  away  the  Company’s  Eitates  *  whereas  pri¬ 
vate  1  raders  put  themfelves  into  all  Methods  of 
Frugality,  Induftry  and  good  Management ; 
which  indeed  evidently  appears  by  the  Trade  the 
Company  drove,  and  what  private  Adventurers 
have  done.  For  the  Company  at  beft,  by  what  I 
apprehend,  never  traded  for  above  Five  or  Six 
Thoufand  Negroes  yearly,  whereas  private  Ad¬ 
venturers  have  traded  for  Thirty  Thouiand  or 
upwards:  And  if  ever  our  Trade  iliould  come  to 
be  put  under  a  Company,  I  fhall  take  it  lor 
granted,  that  our  Improvements  in  the  Planta¬ 
tions,  which  is  carried  on  by  the  Labour  of  Ne¬ 
groes,  would  foon  decline. 
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CHAP.  xxr. 

TRADE  between  England  and  Ecft-Tndia. 

AS  the  greatelt  Empires,  and  the  vafteft 1 
Numbers  of  People  are  found  in  that  Part 
of  the  World  called  Afta,  I  was  ready  to  fpend 
my  Thoughts  upon  the  Notions  feme  have  of  the 
Advantages  that  might  be  drawn  to  us  by 
the  Indultry  of  the  Englifh  Nation  in  trading  from 
one  Kingdom  to  another  •  but  conlidering,  1'hat 
Trade  is  limited  by  Charter,  I  llia.ll  only  touch 
upon  fome  Particulars.  We  fend  very  great  Quan¬ 
tities  of  Bullion  thither,  as  well  as  lome  Manu¬ 
factures  of  this  Kingdom,  which  purchafe  there, 
at  very  low  Prizes,  the  Products  and  Manufac¬ 
tures  of  India  and  China,  which  are  brought  home 
in  our  own  Navigation,  out  of  which  we  iupply 
ourfelves  with  Muffins,  Cailicoes,  and  other  Cot¬ 
ton  Cloaths,fufficient  for  our  own  Confumpticn  ;  as 
alfo  with  Coffee,  Tea,  and  Raw  Silk,  and  it  is 
fuppofed,  fell  to  Foreigners  as  many  of  the  laid 
Commodities  as  repay  for  all  the  Bullion  flipp’d 
out,  and  leave  with  us  betide  a  very  coniiderable 
Balance  upon  that  Trade. 

BENGAL  Raw  Silk  is  bought  at  very  low 
Prizes  there,  and  is  very  ufeful  in  carrying  on  the 
Manufactures  of  this  Kingdom. 

CHINA  Silk  is  of  excellent  Staple, _  aiM 
comes  at  little  above  one  Third  of  the  Price  of 
Italian  Piedmont  Silk.  The  Duty  of  Bengal  Raw 
Silk  being  one  Third  more,  and  China  near  three 
Times  as  much  as  that  of  Italian ,  hinders  our 
,  being  fupplied  fo  fully  as  we  ought,  and  is  a  great 
Damage  to  the  Nation }  for  we  pay  the  Duke  ot 
Savoy  all  ready  Money  for  what  we  have  from  him, 
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■which  as  effectually  drains  us  of  our  Bullion  as  the 
India  or  China  Trade  does*  with  this  Aggravati¬ 
on,  that  almoft  Three  Pounds  of  China  Silk  may 
be  purchased  for  the  Money  that  one  Pound  of 
Piedmont  Silk  colts  us. 

Alt  ho*  Silver  is  not  fent  out  direCtly  to  Pied¬ 
mont  ^  as  it  is  to  India ,  yet  in  FaCt  it  is  the  fame 
Thing •  for  the  Balance  of  fome  other  Trade  is 
carried  thither,  which  otherwife  would  be  remit¬ 
ted  to  us. 

The  Silk  of  China  will  anfwer  in  moll  RefpeCts 
the  Ufe  of  Italian  Silk,  provided  we  could  be 
fupplied  with  the  fine  Raw  Silk  of  which  they 
make  their  Damasks,  Sattins,  and  other  fine 
Manufactures,  which  by  the  Curioiity  of  thole 
Silks,  mult  come  up  to  the  Goodnefs  of  Italian 
Silk. 

The  China  Silk  that  we  commonly  receive,  is 
purchafed  at  Canton ,  the  neareft  Port  we  trade  to 
in  China  *  but  their  fine  Silk  is  made  in  the  Pro¬ 
vinces  or  Nankin  and  Chekiam ,  where  their  fine 
Manufactures  are  carried  on,  and  where  prodigi¬ 
ous  Quantities  of  Raw  Silk  are  made,  and  the  belt 
in  all  China .  We  have  never  imported  any  of  the 
fuperfine  here,  but  two  or  three  Ships  have  brought 
extraordinary  good,  the  heft  of  which,  we  are  in¬ 
formed,  was  brought  from  Amoy *  and  doubtlefs 
if  Encouragement  was  given  for  the  Impor¬ 
tation  of  that  fine  Silk,  it  might  be  thrown 
here,  and  our  Manufactures  carried  on  at  a  fmall 
Expcnce  to  the  Nation  *  the  Countries  of  Chekiam 
and  Nankin  that  produce  it,  are  much  to  the 
Northward  of  the  Places  we  now  trade  to,  and 
near  Chufan ,  about  five  or  Six  Hundred  Miles 
to  the  Norward  of  Canton ,  an  Ifland  in  which 
we  formerly  had  a  Factory,  and  were  admitted 
to  trade. 
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That  Country  is  very  cold  in  Winter,  and  I 
have  been  informed  fome  of  our  Woollen  Goods 
have  fold  very  well  there,  eipecially  our  Calli 
mancoes  and  Long-Ells. 

Besides,  the  Countries  of  Cbekiam  and  Nan¬ 
kin  are  near  the  Heart  of  the  Empire,  where 
the  greateft  Trade  is  drove*  and  Nankin  being 
the  Metropolis  of  Trade  in  that  Country,  as 
London  is  in  England ,  five  fends  out  her  Manu¬ 
factures  and  Merchandize  to  Canton ,  as  we  do  to 
Brijiol ,  and  other  Out-Ports.  But  as  Canton  is 
the  neareft  Port,  fome  Captains  and  Supercargoes 
raife  Objections  againft  going  further  down  the 
Coaft,  alledging  that  it  is  a  difficult  Pilotage,  anc^ 
in  Danger  of  loiing  their  Paffage  back  that  Year* 
that  the  Mandarins  and  other  Officers  impofe 
upon  them,  which  makes  it  difficult  to  trade  with 
them.  But  when  private  Traders  had  Liberty 
to  go  to  China ,  they  were  of  another  Opinion ; 
they  went  to  thofe  Places  where  they  could  get 
moft  Money;  and  the  People  of Chufan ,  (Vhere 
the  Merchants  of  Nankin ,  as  well  as  of  Ham - 
cheu  and  Nirnpo ,  twp  other  great  trading  Cities, 
lodge  great  Quantities  of  Merchandize,)  would 
be  as  ready  to  cultivate  a  Correlpondence  with 
our  Captains  and  Supercargoes  as  the  People  of 
Canton  are;  and  it  is  hoped  we  may  find  as 
much  Encouragement  to  trade  to  thofe  Parts  as 
we  now  do  to  Canton ,  their  Intereft  being  the 
fame  among  them  all.  A  Trade  of  this  Nature 
cannot  be  immediately  fettled,  good  and  pru¬ 
dent  Management  and  Time  mult  do  that.  Some 
of  our  ingenious  Gentlemen  have  found  that  fe- 
veralof  our  Commodities,  as  well  as  our  Woollens, 
would  do  very  well  towards  the  Heart  of  China ; 
and  to  fpeak  freely,  every  Lover  of  his  Country 
ought  to  have  the  Advantage  thereof  in  Vicwr,  as 

well 
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Well  as  his  own  private  Gain.  If  this  Trade 
ccfmld  be  fixed,  and  any  Quantities  vended  in  that 
vail  Country,  and  the  fine  Silk  above-mentioned 
imported,  it  would  exceedingly  add  to  the  Pro¬ 
fits  we  already  receive  by  the  Indian  Trade, 
and  bring  thofe  Advantages  with  it,  that  may 
enable  us  to  tfyc  with  any  Kingdoms  in  Europe 
in  the  Silk  Manufactures  *  for  as  Chcapnefs  and 
Goodnefs  always  give  Preference,  Silk  fo  im¬ 
ported  from  China  would  anfwer  in  both  Re- 
fpeCls.  And  it  is  to  be  hoped,  Improvements  of 
this  Kind  would  be  readily  undertaken  by  the 
Company,  and  be  an  acceptable  Service  to  them, 
•as  well  as  to  the  Nation  in  general. 

The  LieCnfes  given  by  the  Company  to  private 
Merchants,  to  carry  on  a  coafling  Trade  in  In¬ 
dia,  hath  been  of  great  Advantage  to  this  Na¬ 
tion,  and  feveral  Merchants  that  tranfported 
themfelvcs  thither,  have  by  that  Means  been  en¬ 
abled  not  only  to  pay  Debts  here,  but  alfo  put 
themfelvcs  into  a  Way  of  railing  Fortunes  for 
thcmfelves  and  Families. 


CHAP.  XXII. 

French  Fcjhions  pernicious  to  England. 

SCARCELY  any  thing  is  more  furprizing, 
than  our  Fondnefs  of  French  Fajhions .  Monl. 
Colbert ,  that  great  and  able  Miniiter,  faw  how 
much  we  were  attached  to  them.  It  lo  far  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second, 
that  our  Falhionmongers  were  forced  to  go  to 
France  feveral  Times  in  the  Year  to  fee  what  was 
fit  for  our  Court  -and  Quality  to  wear-  which 

occa- 
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occasioned  the  laying  out  of  large  Sums  of  Mo¬ 
ney  in  the  rich  Silk  Manufactures  of  that  King¬ 
dom.  '  >  ? 

As  foon  as  thofe  Silks  came  over,  our  Weavers 
got  the  Fafhion,  and  made  Silks  to  the  French 
Patterns  ;  but  before  they  could  difpofe  of  them, 
the  French  artfully  invented  other  new-falhionM 
Silks,  which  prevented  the  Sale  of  thofe  made 
here,  and  difeouraged  the  Englljh  Manufacturers 
by  changing  Falhions  fo  often  upon  them,  that 
they  could  make  very  little  of  the  Silk  Manu¬ 
facture  here  in  that  King's  Reign. 

f  pon  a  Debate  concerning  the  Improvem 
of  Trade  and  Commerce  in  France ,  the  King 
ing  prefent,  a  Trade  to  the  Eajl-Indies  was  pr 
pofed,  as  well  as  fever al  other  Improvements. 
We  are  toldMonf.  Colbert  deliver'd  his  Thoughts, 
That  the  moit  fpeedy  Way  of  increaiing  the 
Riches  of  the  Kingdom,  was  the  finding  out  of 
Manufactures  for  employing  the  Poor,  and  let¬ 
ting  the  idle  People  to  Work.  That  as  Flax, 
Silk,  and  Wooll,  were  the  molt  conlidcrablc, 
he  lhould  as  much  as  poffible  produce  thofe  Com¬ 
modities  in  his  own  Country :  And  as  Manufac¬ 
tures  came  to  be  made  and  worn  in  his  Court,  the 
Englijh  Nation  would  fall  into  the  wearing  of 
them  alfo,  which  would  be  the  moit  certain  way 
of  enriching  his  Kingdom,  and  abundantly  ex¬ 
ceed  all  the  Advantages  that  could  be  cxpeCted 
by  an  Indian  Trade  :  Accordingly  they  were  put 
to  YYrork.  The  French  King  himfelf,  to  fet  an 
Example,  would  wear  nothing  but  what  was  the 
Manufacture  of  France  *  fo  fond  was  he  of  pro¬ 
moting  them,  that  even  upon  the  Death  of  his  Mo¬ 
ther,  wdien  he  was  told  they  wanted  Fin  git jh  Cloth 
for  Mourning,  hepoiitively  forbad  his  Court  from 
wearing  any  other  than  the  Manufacture  of- 

France , 


their  own  Manufacturing. 

Upon  the  Acceffion  of  King  William  to  the 
Throne,  the  Parliament  of  'England  made  Laws 
with  great  Penalties  on  fuch  as  fhould  trade  or 
deal  in  French  Alamodes  or  Luftrings,  in  order 
to  eftablith  that  Manufacture  here. 

.The  French  King,  on  the  other  Hand,  gave 
IgW  imaginable  Encouragement  to  his  ManutaCtur- 
at  Lyons ,  &c.  and  to  the  Smugglers  to  carry 
on  the  Trade,  and  run  them  into  England.  When 
a  whole  Knot  was  broke,  he  gave  at  one  Time, 
as  we  have  been  well  allured,  Forty  Thoufand 
Piftoles  to  fupply  them  with  a  new  Stock,  and 
fupport  the  carrying  on  that  Trade. 

It  being  a  difficult  Thing  to  give  thofe  Silks 
a  proper  Luftre,  and  the  iMjlring  Company  having 
got  a  Refugee ,  a  Mailer  at  the  Bufmefs,  the  French 
being  informed  of  it,  were  never  quiet  till  they 
had  tempted  him  aw'ay  into  Switzerland  ;  (for 
being  a  Proteftant  he  would  not  go  into  France ) 
when  they  had  him  there  he  was  foon  put  out  of 
the  Way,  and  never  heard  of  afterwards. 

Muslins  having  obtained  to  be  the  general 
W  ear  of  Europe,  and  the  Englijh  E.ajl-India 
Company  having  the  Importation  of  the  greateft 
Quantities  of  Superfine  Mullins,  had  not  only  the 
Advantage  of  wearing  what  was  neceflary  for 
Home  Confumption,  at  a  very  fmall  Expence, 
but  exported  large  Quantities  to  moft  of  the 
Countries  of  Europe. 


\ 
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The  French  Nation  was  fond  of  wearing  Mul¬ 
lins  to  an  extraordinary  Degree,  fo  that  it  be* 
came  the  general  Falhion  in  France .  This  occa- 
Honed  their  laying  alide  Gentings  and  Cambricks 
of  their  own  Manufacture.  In  England  there 
was  hardly  fuch  a  Thing  worn  then,  except  a 
little  lor  Pocket  Handkerchiefs.  The  French 
King,  who  watch'd  all  Opportunities  for  impro¬ 
ving  the  Trade  of  his  Country,  grew  very  uneafy 
to  lee  the  wearing  of  Mullins  prevail  fo  much  in 
his  Kingdom,  and  did  all  he  could  by  his  own 
Example,  and  other  Methods,  to  encourage  the 
Confumption  of  Gentings,  Cambricks,  &c.  but  he  t 
found  the  Work  fo  difficult,  that  he  was  forced 
from  time  to  time  to  renew  his  Edidts. 

A  fevere  Edift  was  fet  forth  the  pth  of  Augufi 
1705),  another  the  a 8th  of  April  1710,  and  ano¬ 
ther  the  2pth  of  March  1712’  but  being  too 
weak  to  effedl  the  Work,  he  fet  forth  another  the 
nth  of  June  1714*  in  which  the  Penalties  in  the 
former  Acfts  are  enumerated,  and  a  great  Fine 
laid  upon  the  Wearer.  One  Edift  after  another 
brought  the  People  at  laft  into  the  wearing  of 
Cambricks,  &c. 

By  the  Time  the  Peace  was  fettled  between 
England  and  France ,  an  over-fond  Inclination 
in  Multitudes  to  fee  the  French  Court  carried 
them  thither:  They  that  were  firft  Matters  of 
French  Fafhions,  thought  they  had  found  out  a 
great  Secret,  and  turning  themfelves  as  much  as 
polfible  into  Frenchmen  in  their  Modes  and  Drefs, 
they  came  Home,  and  gave  large  Accounts  of 
what  was  worn  at  the  French  Court,  and  among 
the  reft,  that  Mullins  were  out  of  Falhion,  and 
Cambricks  altogether  in  Wear  *  and  as  a  Demon- 
ftration  thereof  flrew’d  their  Cambrick  Neck¬ 
cloths,  Ruffles,  made  for  them  in  France . 

E  The 
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The  Sight  of  thefe  French  Falhions  operated 
wonderfully  upon  the  Minds  of  Numbers  of  our 
People,  and  nothing  would  fatisfy  them  but  the 
lame  Drefs  :  This  foon  diffulfed  itfelf  over  the 
Nation  *  thus  French  Fafhions,  after  they  had 
been  difufed  during  the  War*  crept  in,  and  Mu¬ 
llins,  that  coft  but  a  Trifle  in  India ,  brought 
Home  in  our  own  Navigation,  (befides  a  vail 
Quantity  for  Re-exportation)  were  thruft:  out  of 
Wear  at  Home,  and  difeouraged  by  our  Ex¬ 
ample  abroad  *  and  Lawns  and  Cambricks,  that 
colt  from  Five  to  Twenty  Shillings  per  Yard, 

,  became  our  general  Wear,  for  no  other  Reafon 
but  becaufe  the  French  wore  them. 

They  have  been  improving  the  Growth  of 
Mulberry-Trees ,  and  increafing  the  Produce  of 
their  Silk  ever  fince  Henry  the  Fourth's  Time  • 
and  in  Lewis  the  Fourteenth's  Time,  Monf.  Col¬ 
bert  continued  the  Improvement  thereof  with 
great  Succefs,  and  made  that  extraordinary  Pro- 
grefs  therein,  that  they  now  raife  enough  to  carry 
on  their  Manufactures  with  their  own  Silk,  as  we 
do  ours  with  our  Wooll *  and  tho'  Silk  Manu¬ 
factures  were  heretofore  chiefly  the  Wear  of  Wo*^ 
men,  they  found  it  their  Intereft  to  run  into  the 
making  or  Silk  Garments  for  Men  alio.  In  the 
Summer  their  Nobility  and  Gentry  wear  Silk 
Grograms  and  Paduafoys  for  Coats,  Wallcoats, 
and  Breeches,  and  in  the  Winter  Velvets* 
doubtlefs  being  very  feniible,  whatever  Falhions 
“were  invented  in  France ,  would  foon  be  fallen 
into  by  the  Englijh  Nation. 

The  French  are  very  feniible  of  the  Afcen- 
dancy  they  have  over  us  in  this  RefpeCt.  How 
few  have  we  that  go  into  France ,  if  they  make 
any  Stay  there,  but  come  drefs'd  up  in  French 
Stuffs  and  French  Airs ;  But  if  any  of  the  French 

come 
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come  here,  the  meaneft  of  them  fcorn  to  take  up 
any  of  our  Fnglijh  Falhions. 

This  is  a  molt  fubftantial  Reafon  that  we 
fhould  not  expert  foreign  Nations  to  fend  to  us 
for  new  Falhions,  or  fafhionable  Goods ;  the 
French ,  our  Competitors  in  Trade,  can  tell  them 
with  Pleafure,  the  Englijh  heme  them  all  from 
France .  It  was  certainly  a  Mailer-Piece  in  the 
French  to  keep  this  Nation  dependant  on  them 
for  their  Falhions;  how  little  fcever  fome  may 
think  of  this,  it  has  drawn  many  Thoufand 
Pounds  yearly  into  France ,  and  lelfened  our 
Trade  with  foreign  Nations. 

I  might  give  many  other  Inftances  to  fhew  the 
many  Arts  the  French  have  ufed  to  gain  a  Place 
with  thofe  Nations  they  Trade  withal,  and  if 
they  cannot  effeCt  it  by  one  Means,  they  are  never 
at  reft  till  they  can  by  another. 

It  is  very  well  known,  the  Spaniards  always 
hated  the  Levity  natural  to  the  French ,  and  there¬ 
fore  all  their  Art  and  Skill  could  never  induce 
them  to  quit  their  grave  Habits,  Cloaks  of  Bays, 
and  the  reft  of  the  Spanijh  Garb,  to  put  on  French 
Fafhions ;  and  as  they  could  not  draw  them  over 
to  wear  their  Stuffs  and  Manufactures,  we  fee  the 
Pains  they  took  to  place  one  of  theHoufe  ol  Bourbon 
upon  the  Spanifh  Throne,  whofe  French  Courti¬ 
ers  have  taken  great  Pains  to  change  the  AffeCti- 
ons  of  the  Spaniards  from  their  own  Drels  into 
that  of  the  French .  The  lame  Methods  they, 

take  with  the  Indians ,  which  lie  on  the  Back  ol 
our  Settlements  from  the  River  MiJJififpi  to  the 
River  Can  ad 'a ,  and  fo  down  to  Cape  Briton .  / 

As  they  made  Ufe  of  Cardinal  Portacarero  to 
draw  over  the  Spaniards  to  receive  a  King  from 
France ,  the  lelfer  Priefts  are  placed  among  the  In¬ 
dians,  to  draw  them  over  into  Amity  and  Afteftion, 
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to  them ;  they  perfuade  as  many  as  poffible  to 
be  of  the  French  Religion  ;  they  oblige  their. 
People  to  marry  with  the  Indians ;  and  where 
they  cannot  draw  them  into  French  Cuftoms,  they 
iail  into  theirs.  They  ufe  all  Manner  oi  Arts  to 
exprels  their  Kindnefs  to  fuch  as  come  into  their 
Religion  j  and  in  Ihort,  they  take  all  Meafures  to 
become  ope  People.  It  is  laid  to  be  otherwile  in 
our  Colonies,  especially  New-England ,  &c.  For 
we  are  told,  after  they  have  perfwaded  fome  of 
them  to  embrace  their  Religion,  inltead  of  win¬ 
ning  Ways  to  gain  upon  their  Affections,  they 
(fften  deride  them  for  being  Indians.  If  it  be 
Fail,  as  I  am  afraid  it  is,  it  is  Pity  thofe  People 
were  not  better  initructcd  •  and  if  our  People  can¬ 
not  come  up  to  the  engaging  Ways  the  French 

tile,  yet  at  leaf!  that  good  Manners  were  Ihewn  to 
them. 


CHAP.  XXIII. 


Prop  options  for  better  regulating  and  employing 

the  Poor* 

S  I  have  mentioned  feveral  Inconveniences 
and  Gbltruclions  to  our  Trade  and  Com¬ 
merce,  I  fhall  now  fpeak  of  fome  Methods  to  re¬ 
medy  the  fame,  and  lliew  wherein  the  Manufac¬ 
tures,  Trade,  and  Navigation  of  this  Kingdom 
may  be  enlarged.  ... 

i  vt?2  anc^  will  be  in  finding  effeftu- 

nl  Ways  for  employing  our  Poor,  and  putting  all 
uic  Hands  to  work,  either  at  Home  or  in  the 
i  latitat  ions ,  who  cannot  fupport  themfelves  *  and 
as  m  the  following  IJifcourle  I  have  had  in  View 
the  tailing  and  producing  great  Plenty  of  Matc- 
*  i  <•  ’  rials 


rials  m  our  Plantations  for  fetting  the  Poor  to 

S °rk>  Jjhe  f^ral  Employments  ariling  from' 
Hemp,  Flax,  Silk,  &c.  will  afford  fuch  Variety 
that  there  will  be  enough,  not  only  for  the  robuit 
and  ftrong,  but  for  the  weakly,^  and  even  for  Chil¬ 
dren  ,  and  doubtlefs  a  good  Example  and  Pcrfe- 
vc ranee  in  the  Rules  of  Induftry  will  change  the 
very  Inclinations  of  thofe  idle  vagrant  Perfons 
who  now  run  about  the  Kingdom,  and  fpend  their 
l  ime  and  what  Money  they  can  any  Way  come 
at  upon  their  Debauches.  We  fee  all  wife  Go¬ 
vernments  have  and  do  follow  this  Practice  :  The 
Daub  have  brought  their  Poor  under  fuch  Re¬ 
gulations,  that  there  is  fcarcely  a  Beggar  to  be 

lcln  lnxrth?  whole  United  Provinces;  for  that  no 
other  Nation  may  under-work  them,  they  take 
a  1  imaginable  Care  to  keep  all  Materials  for  Ma¬ 
nufactures  gs  low  as  poffible,  and  lay  their  Taxes 
upon  fuch  1  hings  as  the  People  cannot  fubfiit  with- 
out  as  Eatables  Firing,  tfc.  very  well  knowing 
that  Hunger  and  Cold  will  make  People  work  to 
fupply  their  Neceffities.  Flanders  and  Hamboar? 
purfue  the  fame  Meafures,  for  fuppreffing  Idle? 
nefs  and  Beggary.  Queen  Elizabeth  mad?  good 
Raws  ior  retraining  Vagrants,  fturdy  Beggars 
andallloofe,  idle  diforderly  People,  by  ereding 
Work-houfes  in  feveral  Counties  of  the  King? 

t0  hart^  Labour.  Indeed  it  is 
put  the  Laws  in  lorce  do  not  impower  the  Mailers  of 

lr  ork-houfes  to  adntinijler  CorreBion  to  fuch  as  will 

not  work,  which  it  is  hoped  will  now  be  rectified. 

f  TWvr  ?a.iC  ln?  t,11s  was  not  provided  for,  her 
wife  Mimftry  had  confidered  the  Advantages 

5‘lt  accrue  to  the  Nation,  by  reforming 

1  ,  °‘^c  banners  ol  the  meaner  People,  and 

S!?f  Ag  thCm  ln  Sch  Provable  Works  and 
I  Upafacturcs  as  would  enrich  the  Kingdom,  and 

render 


render  it  confiderable,  by  enlarging  our  Trade, 
and  fupplying  Foreign  Markets  with  our  Wool¬ 
len  Goods,  and  other  Produces  of  the  Nation;  for 
the  turning  the  Praftice  of  this  Sort  of  People 
from  Idlenefs  to  Labour,  is  aifo  turning  their 
Minds  and  Inclinations  from  Lewdnefs  to  Virtue* 
It  has  been  remarked  by  our  Clothiers  and  o~ 
ther  Manufacturers,  that  when  Corn  has  been 
cheap  they  have  had  great  Difficulty  to  get  their 
Spinning  and  other  Work  done;  for  the  Poor 
could  buy  Provifion  enough  with  two  or  three 
Days  Wages  to  ferve  them  a  Week,  and  would 
fpend  the  reft  in  Idlenefs,  Drinking,  But  when 
Corn  has  been  dear,  they  have  been  forced  to  flick 
all  the  Week  at  it;  and  the  Clothiers  have  had 
more  Work  done  with  all  the  Eafe  that  could  be 
ciefired,  and  the  conftant  Application  to  Bufinefs 
had  fixed  their  Minds  fo.  much  to  it,  that  they 
have  not  only  had  Money  enough  to  purchafe 
Food,  but  alfo  to  provide  themfelves  with  Cloaths 
and  other  Neceflaries,  whereby  to  live  comfor¬ 
tably.  Some  few  other  Regulations  were  added 
in  the  Reign  of  King  James  the  Firft,  as  well  as 
in  the  Reigns  of  King  Charles  the  Firft  and  Second,^ 
and  many  good  ones  were  added  in  the  P^eigns  oi 
King  William  and  Queen  Anne^  for  ^lengthening 
the  former  Laws,  and  keeping  the  Poor  to  their 
proper  Settlements,  ftriftly  enjoining  the  Juftices 
of.  Peace,  Conftables,  and  other  Officers,  to  put 
the  feveral  Law’s  in  Execution,  and  for  levying 
fundry  Fines  to  which  they  were  liable.  But  noc- 
witliftanding  we  have  fo  many  excellent  Laws, 
great  Numbers  of  fturdy  Beggars,  loofe  and  vagrant 
Perfons,  in  left  the  Nation,  but  no  Place  more  than 
the  City  of  London  and  Parts  adjacent,  .  If  any  Per-? 
fon  is  bora  with  any  Deleft  or  Deformity,  or 
maimed  bv  Fire  or  any  other  Cafualty,  or  l>y«any 
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inveterate  Diftemper,  which  renders  themmiferabie 
Objects,  their  Way  is  open  to  London ,  where  they 
have  free  Liberty  of  lliewing  their  naufeous  Sights 
to  terrify  People,  and  force  them  to  give  Money 
to  get  rid  of  them ;  and  thofe  Vagrants  have  for 
many  Years  pall:  removed  out  of  leveral  Parts  of 
the  three  Kingdoms,  and  taken  their  Stations  in  ' 
this  Metropolis,  to  the  Interruption  of  Conven¬ 
tion  and  Bulinefs.  This  mull  proceed  from  the 
very  great  Neglcft  of  the  inferior  Officers  in  and 
about  this  City,  who  ought  to  put  the  Laws  in 
Execution j  for  in  thofe  Places  where  Magiilrates 
take  Care  to  keep  Conllables  and  other  Officers 
to  their  Duty,  they  have  little  or  no  Trouble  of 
this  Kind,  elpecially  where  there  are  Work-houfes 
The  Magiilrates  of  Erifiol  have  that  City  un¬ 
der  fuch  excellent  Regulation,  that  Foreign 
Beggars  dare  not  appear ;  they  are  not  troubled 
With  obnoxious  Sights,  fo  common  with  us :  their 
Work-houfes  are  terrible  enough  to  them  :  for  as 
foon  as  any  of  them  are  efpied  in  the  City,  they 
are  taken  up  and  whipt :  And  where-ever  Work- 
houfes  have  been  built  (if  well  directed)  the  Pa- 
riffi  Rates  have  been  much  leflened  :  and  doubt- 
lets  when  the.  Mailer  of  the  Work-houfe,  and  ci¬ 
thers  under  him  come  to  be  experienced  in  the  fe¬ 
deral  Employments  the  Poor  are  put  to,  and  per- 
iorm  their  Duty  with  Integrity,  there  will  be 
little  Occafion  to  waffce  the  Pariffi  Money  upon 
Perfons  that  are  able  to  work ;  and  even  Children 
would  foon  come  to  fpin  or  do  fomething  for  a 
Maintenance*  1  he  J^H&kcTS  Wrork-houfe  in  the 
City  of  London  is  an  Example  of  this  Kind :  the 
pwr  Orphans  among  them,  as  well  as  the  Children 
of  Inch  Poor  as  are  not  able  to  fublill  them,  are- 
put  their  \\  ork-houfe,  where  they  are  taught 
to  read  and  write  certain  Hours  of  the  Day, 

and 


and  at  other  Times  are  put  to  fpin,  or  other  Em*^ 
ployments^  and  it  is  found  by  Experience,  that 
the  Children  who  can  change  their  Employments 
from  their  Books  to  their  Spinning,  are  as 
well  fatisfied  therewith,  as  if  they  had  fo  much 
Time  allowed  them  for  Play ;  and  the  Emulation 
who  lhall  do  moft  and  bell,  leem  to  be  as  much 
regarded  by  them,  and  they  have  as  great  a  De¬ 
lire  to  excel  one  another,  as  other  Children  have 
at  their  moll  plealing  Diversions.  And  as  the  Na¬ 
tion  has  found  great  Advantage  by  thole  Work- 
houfes  which  have  been  eftablilhed  by  A 61  of  Par¬ 
liament,  it  is  a  great  Pity  that  fo  profitable  an  In¬ 
stitution  was  not  made  general  thro’  the  Nation> 
that  lo  there  might  be  no  Pretence  for  any  Beggar 
to  appear  abroad.  Their  Example  is  very  perni¬ 
cious  •  for  what  they  get  by  begging  is  conlumed 
commonly  in  Ale-houlcs,  Gin-lhops,  and  one 
drunken  Beggar  is  an  Inducement  to  a  great  many 
to  follow  the  fame  Trade.  No  Body  is  more  de- 
lirous  the  Poor  Should  be  plentifully  provided  for 
than  my  felf  •  and  if  the  prefent  Allowance  is  not 
Sufficient,  it  would  be  much  better  to  augment  it, 
and  bring  them  to  live  in  a  more  regular  Way, 
than  to  luffer  thofe  Strollers  to  go  about  begging 
from  Door  to  Door.  I  have  feen  a  little  Book 
writ  by  that  worthy  Father  of  his  Country, 
Sir  Matthew  Haley  wherein  he  lays  down  Pro- 
poiltions  for  eredling  Work-Houfes,  viz.  That 
the  Julticcs  at  their  Quart  e  r-Se  Ifions  might  dis¬ 
tribute  the  Parilhes  in  their  feveral  Counties 
into  feveral  Diviiions,  in  each  ot  which  there 
might  be  a  Work-Houfe  lor  the  Ufe  ot  their  re- 
fpe6tive  Diviiions,  that  is  to  fay,  two,  three,  four 
or  five  Parilhes  to  a  Work-Houfe,  according  to 
the  Greatnefs  or  Smallnefsof  the  Parilhes  wherein 
they  are  placed.  There  are  feveral  other  good 
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Rules  laid  down  by  him  for  the  Government  of 
fuch  W  ork-Houfes,  and  for  letting  the  Poor  to 
Work,  with  Methods  for  railing  a  Stock  for  em¬ 
ploying  them,  which  might  be  improved  to  the 
very  great  Advantage  of  the  Publick  ;  however, 
where  the  People  are  in  the  greatelt  Di  ft  refs,  there 
is  molt  Occalion  to  begin;  and  there  is  no  Place 
fo  immediately  Hands  under  a  Neceffityof  being 
relieved  from  thofe  Vagrants  as  the  City  of  Zcw- 
dotjy  and  adjacent  Parts,  as  is  before  hinted.  If 
the  \\  onc-houle  in  Hijbopjgate  Street  is  not  lar j^e 
enough  lor  holding  and  correding  all  thofe  difor- 
derly  Perfons,  it  is  Pity  but  another  Work-houfe 
was  added  for  the  City,  and  that  every  large  Pa- 
rilh  round  the  City  was  obliged  to  build  one  for 
receiving  of  their  own  Poor,  as  well  as  lor  cor¬ 
reding  all  thofe  Strollers.  The  Difficulty  will  be 
to  find  out  a  Method  for  better  putting  the  Laws 
in  Execution.  I  mull  confeis  I  think  the  Error 
is  in  depending  upon  Conftables ;  they  are  Men  of 
Bufinefs,  and  have  Families  to  fupport;  none  of 
them  take  tne  Cilice  upon  them  but  with  R.egret* 
and  if  they .  can  find  Money,  rather  buy  off  than 
ferve  in  their  own  Perfons ;  if  they  are"  forced  to 
ferve,  when  the  Laws  againlt  Vagrants  fhould  be 
put  In  Execution,  the  Conftable  is  about  his  own 
Bulinefs  ;  and,  if  pollible,  will  not  be  found.  I 
tnerefoi  e  think  that  tne  Conftable  ihould  not  be 
depended  upon  in  this  Cafe,  but  that  the  whole 
Care  Ihould  be  committed  to  the  Beadle  of  every 
Warn,  and  their  Under— Beadles,  with  an  Augmen¬ 
tation  or  their  Salaries,  to  make  it  worth  their 
while  to  put  the  Laws  in  Execution  againlt  all 
fuch  loofe  People4.  And,  as  I  have  obferved,  out 
Tradefmen  commonly  Fine  off,  if  they  can,  from 
lerving  Conftable;  on  the  contrary,  the  Place  of 
Beadle  of  a  Ward  is  a  Place  of  Value,  and  very 

F  much 


much  follicited  for,  and  Men  of  good  Chara&ers 
are  recommended  to  it.  The  like  Struggle  is 
made  in  Parifhes  upon  Choice  of  their  Beadle  ; 
and  if  the  Beadle  of  each  Parifh  had  alfo  a 
further  Allowance  for  keeping  the  Parifhes 
clear  of  Beggars,  in  my  Opinion  it  would  he 
the  likclielt  Way  effectually  to  remedy  the 
great  Diforder  we  are  now  under.  By  the  prefent 
Laws,  every  Perfon  that  takes  up  a  Vagrant  is  in¬ 
tituled  to  the  Sum  of  Two  Shillings,  to  be  paid  by 
the  Conftable :  Now  if  the  Beadle  was  directed 
to  pay  the  faid  Two  Shillings,  inftead  of  the  Con- 
ftable,  and  the  Church-Warden  to  repay  him,  and 
charge  it  in  his  Parifh  Account,  and  the  faid 


the  Work-houfe,  there  to  be  fet  to  Work,  it 
would  undoubtedly  clear  the  Streets  of  fuch  Va- 


Penalty  if  he  did  not  exert  his  utmoft  Endeavour 
to  take  up  fuch  flrolling  Beggars,  upon  Informa¬ 
tion  given  him  of  fuch  being  feen  in  his  Ward, 
and  even  to  be  turned  out  of  his  Place  for  con¬ 
tinued  Neglects;  and  doubtlefs  every  Alderman 
in  the  City  would  encourage  fo  necellary  a  Re¬ 
gulation,  and  fee  that  his  Beadle  does  his  Duty, 


IM  .  Hands  or  Feet,  or  any  other  Deformity,  I  am  of 

H|  Opinion,  that  they  are  by  no  Means  Objects  fit 


to  go  abroad*  and  conlidering  the  Frights  and 
pernicious  Impreffions  which  fuch  horrid  Sights 
have  given  to  the  pregnant  Woman  (and  fometimes 
even  to  the  disfiguring  oflnfants  in  the  Womb) 
ihould  move  all  tender  Husbands  to  delire  the 
Redrcfs  of  this  .Enormity,  and  to  look  upon  this 
as  a  Charity  fit  to  be  provided  for  in  the  firft 
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Place,  by  ere&ing  an  Hofpital  on  Purpofe  for  re¬ 
ceiving  and  ftrietly  confining  fiuch  People  from  all 
Parts  of  the  Nation,  who  wander  about  to  extort 
Money  by  expoiing  thofe  difinal  Sights ;  and  as  it 
is  probable,  that  one  large  Houfe  would  receive 
and  fupport  all  fuch  nhferable  Obje&s;  fome 
fmall  Addition  might  be  made  to  the  Parilh  Rates, 
or  fome  National  Colle&ion  ordered  to  anlwer 
that  Charge,  and  all  Counterfeits  (  as  there  are 
many)  of  this  Kind  deferves  to  be  tranfported. 


CHAP.  XXIV. 

Increafe  of  the  Home  Confumption  of  Sugar 
very  great.  Re-exportation  funk  to  little 
or  nothing.  The  Remedy  propofed. 

WE  gain’d  the  Sugar  Trade  from  the  Porttt- 
guefe ,  who  fupplied  moft  Part  of  Europe 
with  their  Brazil  Sugars.  According  to  Sir  Jo- 
fiah  Child's  Account,  they  commonly  imported 
into  Europe  One  Hundred,  or  One  Hundred  and  ■ 
Twenty  T'noufand  Che  its  annually,  and  fold  their 
"Whites  from  Seven  to  Eight  Pounds  per  Hun¬ 
dred  •  but  as  the  Euglip  Plantations  increased  in 
making  Sugars,  they  brought  the  Price  of  thofe 
ofthe  Brazils  to  Fifty  Shillings  or  Three  Pounds 
per  Hundred;  and  fince  that  Time  we  have  beat 
them  out  of  almoft  ail  that  I  rade  on  this  Side 
the  Str eight s-Mouth ;  But  Hill  they  have  a  con- 
liderable  Trade  up  the  Levant,  which  is  fecured 
to  them  by  being  lo  much  nearer  thofe  Markets 
than  we;  and  our  Turkey  Merchants,  as  I  arn 
informed,  buy  confiderable  Quantities  of  them, 
as  well  as  of  the  French  at  Mar  fellies,  which  they 

F  a  tranfport 
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tranfport  to  T Hrkey.  But  before  we  could  beat 
the  Brazil  Sugars  out  of  thofe  Parts  of  Europe, 
our  Planters  of  Barbadoes  and  other  Illands 
were  forc’d  to  fell  theirs  fo  low  as  Six,  Seven,  or 
Eight.  Shillings  per  Hundred;  and  the  low  Price 
the  Englijh  fold  theirs  at  difcouraging  the  Brazil 
Planters  from  going  on,  and  putting  them  upon 
other  Methods  of  Bufinefs,  they  happened  to  find 
out  their  Mines  of  Gold,  which  have  fucceeded 
beyond  Expedation.  The  Confumption  of  Su¬ 
gars  increaiing,  gave  us  an  Opportunity  of  railing 
ours  exceedingly. 

I  his  Advance  of  Sugars  encouraged  the 
French  to  inlarge  their  Plantations  at  Martinico , 
Guardulapa ,  &c.  from  whence  France  had  not 
only  a  Efficient  Supply  lor  their  own  Confump¬ 
tion,  but  brought  a  coniiderable  Trealure  into 
that.  Kingdom. 

This  Succefs  put  the  French  upon  feizing  Part 
of  the  I  (land  of  Hifpaniola ,  which  being  very 
fertile,  and  proper  for  Sugar,  inclined  fome 
Planters  to  fettle  there ;  but  wanting  Stocks  to 
tranfport  themfelves  and  to  erect  Works,  we  are 
told  the  King  paid  for  the  Pallage  of  all  fuch  as 
were  willing  to  fettle  themfelves  and  Families  in 
thofe  Colonies,  with  an  Allowance  for  Provisions 
and  other  Neceliaries  for  maintaining  them  a 
whole  Year  after  their  Arrival,  belides  other 
large  Encouragements;  which  foon  put  them  up¬ 
on  making  fuch  Quantities  of  Sugar,  that  they 
have  of  late  Years  generally  underfold  us  in  the 
Markets  of  Hambourg ,  Holland ,  Flanders ,  &c. 
which  about  Thirty  five  or  Forty  Years  ago 
were  chiefly  fupplied  by  us.  If  a*  View  was  to 
be  taken  of  our  Importation  then,  and  our  Home 
Confumption,  I  am  informed  that  two  Thirds  of 
what  our  Plantations  produced  was  tv.— exported  , 

But 
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But  when  the  War  began  with  France ,  our  Re¬ 
exportation  very  foon  decreafed,  and  the  Prrze- 
Sugars  taken  by  the  French  from  us,  not  only 
help’d  to  fill  the  Markets  we  ufe’d  to  fupply,  but 
greatly  enrich'd  them. 

As  the  Declenfion  of  this  Trade  is  vifible,  and 
the  Danger  of  loling  it  too  apparent,  without 
fomefpeedy  Care,  I  am  humbly  of  Opinion  there 
can  be  no  other  way  to  retrieve  it,  but  by  inlarging 
our  Plantations,  and  not  only  vye  with  the  French 
in  foreign  Markets,  but  if  poffible,  to  beat  them 
out,  as  we  formerly  did  the  Portuguefe . 

Our  Planters  are  fo  far  from  being  concerned 
at  the  Decay  of  our  foreign  Trade,  that  they 
have  complained  *too  many  Sugars  were  made, 
and  we  may  conclude  will  make  what  Intereft 
they  can  with  their  Governors  and  others,  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  making  and  fettling  any  new  Planta¬ 
tions  :  If  they  can  fupply  enough  for  Home  Con- 
fumption  at  a  great  Price,  it  anfwers  their  Pur- 
pofe.  The  Illand  of  Barbadoes  is  very  much 
worn  out,  and  docs  not  afford  the  Quantity  of 
Sugars  as  heretofore,  and  yet  the  Planters  live  in 
great  Splendor,  and  at  vaft  Expence,  while  the 
French ,  under  the  Remembrance  of  their  Pover¬ 
ty  on  their  firit  Settlement  of  Hifpamola ,  conti¬ 
nue  to  live  very  frugally,  and  by  their  Labour, 
Induftry  and  Fertility  of  their  Soil,  are  able  to 
underfell  us.  The  only  Places  we  can  think  of 
where  we  mav  inlarge  our  Sugar  Plantations,  are 
Tobago ,  which  is  an  extraordinary  rich  and  fertile 
Illand,  with  an  excellent  Harbour,  abounding 
with  good  Water  ;  and  we  are  told  foine  of  the 
Bahama  Iflands  would  produce  very  good  Su¬ 
gar,  and  very  large  Tracfs  of  Land  in  Jamaica 
remain  untouch’d,  efpecially  on  the  North  Side. 
But  that  which  would  enable  us  molt  effectually 

to 
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to  retrieve  our  fupplying  the  Markets  of  Europe , 
would  be  the  railing  Sugar  Plantations  on  the 
South  1  art  of  Ca roil n  a ,  provided  the  Olimate 
be  hot  enough  for  it. 

We  have  made  Enquiry  of  a  great  many  Plan¬ 
ters,  who  are  generally  of  Opinion,  that  no 
Country  produces  Sugar  where  there  are  Frofts  • 
but  on  the  contrary  we  are  informed,  that  the 
Province  ot  Nankin  in  China  produces  excellent 
Sugars,  tho’  the  Country  is  fo  cold  in  Winter,  that 
it  is  faid  the  great  Rivers  have  been  frozen  over, 
and  that  the  Province  of  Penfab  or  Lahore  pro¬ 
duces  the  bed  Sugars  in  ail  India ,  as  well  as  the 
belt  Indigo  in  the  World,  which  lies  much  about 
the  fame  Latitude  with  the  So^thermoft  Parts  of 
Carolina. 

There  has  been  Sugars  made  upon  the  Ifland 
of  Madera,  as  well  as  in  Old  Spain ,  where  alfo 
they  are  fubjed  to  Frofts. 

If  thofe  Countries  produce  Sugars,  I  can  fee 
no  Reafon  why  the  Southermoft  Part  of  Carolina 
fhould  not  produce  them  likewife,  efpecially  that 
line  Trail  ot  Land  bordering  upon  the  River  of 
Fort-Royal,  a  Country  abounding  with  Provisions 
ot  all  torts,  where  Negroes  and  Servants  may  be 
maintained  at  a  fmall  Charge. 

It  is  highly  worth  making  the  Experiment,  to 
preferve  a  Trade  that  has  brought  fo  much  Trca- 
iure  into  the  Kingdom  ;  but  this  can  never  be 
done  without  the  Affiftance  of  the  Government  \ 
for  if  France  give  thofe  large  Bounties  and  En¬ 
couragements  to  fuch  as  plant  their  Settlements, 
having  vaft  Trails  of  uncultivated  Land  in  Petit-, 
guavus,  they  will  out-do  any  private  Planters 
from  this  Kingdom. 

It  is  faid,  before  the  War  ten  or  twelve 
Millions  of  Pounds  was  as  much  as  we  fpent  at 

Home 
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Home  annually  ^  but  of  late  our- Confumption 
hath  been  about  fixty  Millions  of  Pounds,  and 
our  Re-exportation  fcarcely  one  fixth  Part  of  that. 

If  the  Increafe  of  our  Luxury  was  equal  to 
this  in  other  things,  the  Nation  would  be  re¬ 
duc’d  to  a  miferable  Condition.  Formerly  there 
were  large  Quantities  of  Indigo  made  at  Jamai¬ 
ca,  and  very  good,  but  the  firit  Planters  having 
grown  rich,  were  negligent  in  planting  it  ;  and 
the  French  having  fent  confiderable  N  umbers  of 
poor  People,  at  the  Charge  of  the  Crown  to’ Hi f- 
paniola ,  they  foon  fell  upon  that  Manufacture, 
and  underfold  our  Jamaica  Planters  fo  much,  that 
they  beat  them  out  of  the  Trade  •  fo  that  what 
we  now  receive  under  the  Name  of  Jamaica  In¬ 
digo,  is  generally  made  by  the  French ,  as  I  am 
credibly  informed,  and  our  Plantations  come  to 
Nothing,  as  well  as  thofe  of  our  Cocoa-Nuts,  a 
great  part  of  which  we  alfohave  from  the  French. 

The  Minifters  of  France  know  very  well,  that 
when  Planters  grow  rich  and  oppulent,  they  will 
naturally  be  above  their  Bufinefs ;  and  therefore 
that  wife  Nation  hath  taken  Care  to  fupply  the 
Places  of  fuch  in  their  Colonies,  at  the  Expence 
i  1 1  ,  as  I  have  already  faid and  if  we 

have  any  Regard  for  our  Plantations,  we  mult 
enter  into  the  like  Meafures,  and  find  out  Land 
for  fome  poor  induftrious  Families,  who  will  re¬ 
new  thofe  Plantations,  and  raife  enough  of  the 
two  laft  Commodities  to  fupply  our  own  Con¬ 
fumption.  Doubtlefs  the  Places  I  have  already 
mentioned,  would  produce  enough,  if  induflrious 
poor  People  were  lent  over  to  undertake  it,  and 
Money  lent  them  to  purchafe  Negroes,  as  the 
French  do  to  theirs. 


N.  B,  For 
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N.  B.  For  the  better  Explanation  of  our  Impor¬ 
tations  of  Sugar,  and  the  Decay  of  our  Re-ex¬ 
portations,  1  thought  convenient  to  give  here 
the  Imports  and  Exports  for  the  Years  1720, 
1721,  and  1722,  that  every  body  may  fee  the 
vaft  Quantity  we  confume  at  Home,  and  how 
our  Exportations  are  decrcafed  ;  and  I  am  in¬ 
formed  the  three  preceeding  Years,  and  three 
following,  are  not  more  advantagious  to  us  than 
thofe  I  have  mentioned. 

*  Home  Con- 


1'710 

1721 

1722 


Import . 
703286'  o  1 6 
497540  2  21 
616893  2  22 


Export 

121778  o  9 
66743  3  11 
83609  2  5 


fumption . 

581508  o  7 
430796  3  10 
533284  o  17 


CHAP.  XXV. 

P  ROP  0  SAL  S  for  enlarging  our  Planta¬ 
tion  T rade,  and  making  it  more  profitable 
to  England,  by  ftrengthening  the  Aft  of 
Navigation ,  and  obliging  all  Ships  that 
touch  at  Portugal,  £fc.  to  come  to  Great- 
Britain,  before  they  Jhall  return  to  the 
Plantations. 

IS  H  A  L  L  here  obferve  a  Branch  of  Trade 
which  has  not  been  fufficiently  taken  Notice 
of,  I  mean  the  Trade  drove  between  the  Planta¬ 
tions ,  Portugal,  Spain ,  and  the  Str eights .  I 
Would  not  be  underftood  as  if  I  designed  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  carrying  of  any  fort  oi  Goods  they 
now  carry  Irom  the  Plantations  to  Portugal ,  &c. 
but  on  the  contrary,  I  *lhould  think  it  greatly  to 
our  Advantage,  that  we  were  capable  ot  fupply- 
ing  them  with  all  the  Commodities  and  Naval 
Stores  they  have  from  the  Baltick ,  which  by  a 

proper 
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proper  Regulation  might  eafily  be  done :  And  if 
Pitch  and  Tar  were  carried  thither  directly,  it 
would  anfwer  better  than  having  them  brought 
home,  and  allowingTen  Shillings  per  Barrel  Boun- 
ty,  in  order  for  their  being  afterwards  re-exported. 
The  Injury  done  to  our  Trade  now  carried  on^ 
is,  that  they  difpofe  of  Cargoes  from  New-Eug- 
land,  and  frequently  inveft  Part  of  the  Pro¬ 
duce  in  Goods  which  they  meet  with  in  thofe 
Places,  as  Italian  Silks,  French  Silks,  Stuffs, 
Druggets,  India  Silk,  Gallico,  French ,  Dutch , 
and  Hambro 9  Linnens,  and  the  Money  that 
fhould  be  brought  to  us  is  laid  out  in  foreign 
Manufactures;  and  inftead  of  coming  to  Old- 
England ,  they  go  back  and  winter  there,  and  fo 
by  Degrees  become  Inhabitants*  It  is  therefore 
abfolutely  neceffary,  that  Ships  which  trade  be¬ 
tween  the  Plantations  and  any  Part  of  Europe, 
ihall  be  tied  down  by  the  ftrongeft  Penalties,  not 
to  return  again  to  the  Plantations  without  ta¬ 
king  their  Clearings  from  fame  Port  of  Great - 
Britain  :  For  if  they  are  oblig'd  to  come  hither 
before  they  return,  they  will  bring  the  Produce 
of  their  Cargoes  with  them,  and  of  Confequence 
lay  it  out  with  us,  and  we  fhali  find,  when  they 
are  debarred  returning  back  again  to  the  Planta¬ 
tions,  the  Fifhery  there  will  be  carried  on  as  for** 
merly :  For  fome  of  the  old  Traders  fay,  A  lonig 
Time  after  the  firff  fettling  of  New-England ,  it 
was  cuftomary  for  our  Ships  to  go  thither  and 
purchafe  a  Loading  of  Fifh  of  the  New-England - 
men,  who  were  then  the  Filhermen  only,  and 
we  the  Merchants  and  Navigators.  Such  a  Trade 
is  now  carried  on  between  England ,  Newfound¬ 
land,  and  the  Streights  ;  for  a  great  many  Galleys 
go  to  Newfoundland ,  there  purchafe  a  Loading 
of  Fifh  for  the  Streights ,  where  they  deliver  their 

G  Cargo, 
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Cargo,  and  take  a  Loading  for  England ,  Holland 
or  the  Baltick  EV.andfo  return  home.  If  this  Reo-u- 
lation  was  made,  they  would  find  it  their  Interefl 
to  flick  to  their  ,Filhing  and  Coafting,  which  I 
am  peri  waded  would  be  more  to  their  Advantage 
than  their  Voyages  to  the  Streigbts  •  for  whefc 
i  eopie  have  Bufinefs  enough  in  a  very  few  .Em¬ 
ployments,  it  is  the  fureft  Way  to  gain  B  iches 
As  the  Trade  now  Hands,  the  Dutch  and  Ham- 
burgher  s  freight  our  Ships  to  tranfport  their 
Goods'  j  but  it  all  Ships  were  oblig’d  to  come 
home  before  they  return  to  the  Plantations ,  the 
Harbours  of Portugal  and  Spain  would  be  always 
fi  led  with  Englijh  Ships,  and  would  increafe  the 
JJcpendance  ot  the  Dutch  and  Hamburghers  for 
tfw  freight  of  their  Goods,  and  exceedingly  in¬ 
creafe  our  Navigation.  It  would  alib  be  a  very 
great  Advantage  to  us,  to  have  our  Goods  brought 
home  upon  eafy  Freight  from  the  Str eights  :  for 
i  Ships  are  obliged  to  come  to  England  before 
they  return,  all  the  Freight  they  make  hither  is 
clear  Profit  .  And  fending  Goods  thither  may  al- 
7  bc  done  with  very  great  Advantage  to  us,  for 
then  Ships  that  go  inBallaft  to  th t  Plantations, 
fail  by  the  Mouths  ot  the  Harbours  of  Portugal 
and  Spam, ,  and  would  be  glad  of  the  Opportunity 
of  taking  a  Freight  in  their  Way,  which  mav  bc 
done  almoft  without  Lofs  of  Time. 

We  are  fallen  into  the  Method  of  making  fine 
clay  d  Sugar  in  our  Plantations ,  but  are  excluded 
from  tne  Advantage  of  having  the  Str  eights  for  a 
1  fifty  being  firfi  obliged  to  bring  them  home, 
which  with  the  Charge  ofEntring,  Landing,  Hou- 
hng,  Or.  amount  to  about  twice  as  much  as  the 
rieiglm  would  bc  from  our  Plantations  thither. 

.  ^ow.m  fs  nKlch  as  fbegreateft  Part  of  the  Ships 
ttiat  ufe  tnc  harbadoes  and  Jamaica  Trades  are 

large 
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large  Frigate-like  Ships,  fit  for  theJWfeTrade-* 
il  thofe  Sugars  were  admitted  to  be  carried  di¬ 
rectly  into  the  Mediterranean ,  we  might  difboff  of 
Urge  Quantities  in  Spain,  Leghorn,  and  other  Parts 
ot  Italy,  to  icily,  Venice ,  and  even  to  Turkey,  which 
would  help  to  pay  for  the  Currants,  Raifons,  and 
other  bruits  we  have  from  thence.  A  Law  was 
made  lome  Time  ago  for  burning  all  the  Tobacco 
the  Merchant  thought  proper  to  throw  upon  the 
Crown,  at  i  >.  d.  per  Pound,  the  Reafon  of  which 
was  the  Planters  had  overftock’d  the  Market,  and 
tiereiore  this  Expedient  was  found  out.  Butinftead 
thereof,  if  the  Enumeration  had  been  taken  off,  and 

our  Merchants  had  had  Liberty  of  fending  that 

1  obacco,  which  is  called  Scrubs,  and  other  ordinary 
Sorts  directly  to  the  Str eights,  the  Crown  might 
lave  laved  that  Money,  for  doubtlefs  a  great  deal 
might  be  fold  all  along  the  Coafto f Spain,  within 
ficdlraff/j,  as  well  as  Leghorn,  Coafts  of  Italy 
md  Africa,  and  would  beat  out  the  Levant  To- 
oacco,  ours  being  much  more  valued,  but  bccaufe 
theirs  is  cheaper  they  now  fupply  them :  for  this 
round  about  Navigation,  bringing  Home,  Land¬ 
ing  and  Re-lhippmg,  makes  the  Freight  of  ours  as 
fear  again  as  it  would  be  to  carry  it  direftly  to  the 
freights  -,  and  to  be  fure  doable  Freight  upon  a 
commodity  of  fo  finall  Value,  as  effectually  ex- 
dudes  us  from  the  Benefit  of  fuch  a  Trade,  as' it 
vould  exclude  us  from  the  Benefit  of  our  New- 
England  and  ISfewfoundland  Fifhery,  if  we  were 
ibligcd  to  bring  our  dryed  Fifh  firft  Home,  and 
trterwards  re-export  it.  It  is  very  probable  if  Su¬ 


gar, 


:*  T°  removet,!ie  Jea,oury  of  tiiofe  that  H, y  the  Planta- 
.oiis  i., ay  run  away  with  our  Trade  if  the  Enumeration  be  taken 

;  ’  f ,'SnH!POfpi’  rh-ta11  ShipS  that  cariT  enume  ated  Commodi- 
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I  SI!Is  and  Rigging  of  Britid,  Manufa£hu;e,  and  three 
ar.s  qi  die  Owners  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain, 
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gar,  Tobacco  and  Rice  and  other  Produ&s  of  quip 
Plantations  were  admitted  to  be  carried  diredtly 
to  the  StreightSy  we  might  difpofe  of  as  much  of 
thole  Commodities  there,  as  would  bring  us  in  fe~ 
verai  Hundred  thoufand  Pounds  yearly,  and  I 
think  this  new  Improvement  of  Trade  will  not  in¬ 
terfere  with  the  Intereftof  any  particular  Perfon. 

As  I  am  for  taking  the  Advantage  of  this  fhort 
Freight,  thereby  to  gain  a  new  Market  for  the  Pro¬ 
duces  of  our  Plantations,  I  would  not  have  the  leaft 
Prejudice  done  to  our  prefent  Navigation;  and 
therefore,  becaufe  we  fome  times  fend  Tobacco,  &Co 
into  the  Bay  of  Bifcay ,  every  Ship  that  comes  on 
her  Voyage  homewards  as  far  North  as  CapeFiniJlrey 
ihall  be  obliged  to  land  her  Goods  in  fome  Port  of 
Great  Britain,  and  then  re-  export  them  from  hence. 

And  if  our  Ships  Ihould  not  readily  meet  with  a 
Freight  from  the  StreightSy  &Cc*  there  are  Places 
which  may  be  mentioned  at  a  proper  Time  where 
Salt  makes  of  itfelf,  and  may  be  enlarged  fo  as  to 
load  feveral  hundred  Veliels  with  Salt  in  a  Year, 
which  may  be  difpofed  of  at  Hambro*  the  Balticky 
&c.  and  in  Time  thofe  Salt-Works  may  bring  a 
large  Revenue  to  the  Crown.  This  Care  is  agree¬ 
able  to  the  Pra&ice  of  Queen  Elizabeth  y  who  was 
the  iirft  crown'd  Head  that  gave  effeftual  Circu¬ 
lation  and  Spirit  to  our  Commerce  :  She  knew  the 
right  Way  to  enrich  the  Nation,  was  to  fend  out 
as  many  of  our  Products  and  Merchandize  as  pof- 
fible,  and  look'd  with  a  careful  Eye  upon  thofe 
Commodities  which,  were  imported  for  Luxury* 

*  And  to  put  a  Stop  to  a  wondrous  Excefs  in  Ap- 
c  parel  about  the  16th  Year  of  her  Reign,  which 

*  had  fpread  itfelf  all  over  England ;  the  Queen 
4  obferving,  that  to  maintain  this  Excels  great 
$  Quantities  of  Money  were-  carried  out  of  Etig- 

h  Wares,' 
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<  and  ran  much  into  Debt,  fhe,  by  Proclamation, 

‘  commanded  all  Perfons  to  conform  to  a  certain 
‘  preferibed  Falhion  in  Apparel,  and  fhe  began  the 
4  Example  herfeifin  her  own  Court,  We  have  had 
very  little  of  this  Nature  lince  her  Time,  till  this 
Kingdom  was  bleiied  with  our  prefent  molt  graci¬ 
ous  Queen,  who  hath  given  amoftnoble  Example 
for  encouraging  the  Wear  of  our  own  Manufac¬ 
tures,  and  difeouraging  thofe  Drains  to  the  Nation 
of  foreign  Lace,  Silks,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
her  Example  will  be  imitated  by  our  Nobility  and 
Gentry,  and  then  we  ihall  foon  fee  the  Balance  of 
Trade  'turn  in  our  Favour,  and  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver  brought  into  the  Nation  to  be  coined  as  in  the 
Days  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

CHAP.  XXVI. 

Advantages  of  carrying  limber  from  the 
Plantations  to  Portugal,  Spain,  &c.  a  great 
Encouragement  to  our  Navigation. 

"i HE  carrying  Timber  from  our  Plantations 
to  Portugal  and  Spain ,  hath  been  of  very 
great  Advantage  to  this  Nation,  and  would  have 
been  much  more  if  all  thofe  Ships,  upon  their  de¬ 
livering  there,  had  been  obliged  to  come  Home 
for  England,  and  take  their  Clearings  out  from 
hence  before  they  could  proceed  upon  their  Re¬ 
turn  to  the  faid  Plantations.  As  the  Trade  now 
is,  good  part  of  the  Produce -is  brought  Home 
to  pay  for  the  Woollens  and  other  Manufactures 
Pent  to  New-England ,  &c.  but  feveral  Perfons 
have  let  in  Notions,  that  if  we.  fell  our  Timber 
and  Boards  to  the  aforefaid  Places,  it  will  deftroy 
our  Woods  in  America,  and  particularly  the  Royal 
Navy  may  want  Mails,  a  molt  unaccountable  No¬ 
tion  !  For  I  could  never  learn  that  we  ever  im¬ 
ported  Five  hundred  Trees  in  a  Year  (a  Quantity 

not 
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not  worth  mentioning,)  out  of  a  Foreil  twelve 
or  fourteen  hundred  Miles  long,  and  three  or 
four  hundred  Miles  broad.  It  is  generally  al¬ 
lowed  by  all  Perfons  that  know  the  Plantation , 
that  the  mofr  proper  places  in  the  Colonies  lor 
nng  the  Royal  Navy,  are  the  Provinces  of 
,New-HarnpJhire,  and  the  Maffacbufets  in 
New- Engl  and,  I  herefore  to  take  all  Objections 
out  ol  the  Way,  if  thofe  three  Provinces  werein- 
twely  appropriated  to  that  Ufe,  the  other  Parts  of 
the  Colonies  m  America,  would  fufficiently  fupply 
not  only  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ,  but  even  Por¬ 
tugal  and  Spain  y  with  the  fame  Quantities  that  they 
now  ufe  to  the  End  of  Time,  provided  they  will 
admit  the  young  Trees  to  grow.  For  it  may  be 
obkrved,  the  little  Quantity  of  Land  that  is 
acce  a  ,c  in  that  mountainous  rocky  Country  of 
Norway  has  fupplied  not  only  Great  Britain 
and  IreiandySpatn,  Portugal,  Fra  nee  and  Flan- 
ders  with 'Timber,  but  even  Holland  itfclf  with 
Pi  Ig  for  their  Dykes,  Sea  Walls  and  Foundations 
Of  Houles,  which  are  thought  to  be  more  than  are 
growing  upon  all  the  acceflable  Ground  of  Nor- 
he  greateft  part  of  Europe  is  fupplied 
with  Pipe,  Hogfhcad  and  Barrel  Staves  from  Ger- 

the  Hutch  with  Oak  Timber  for 
bui  ding  their  Ships,  and  manufacturing  into 
Clapboard  andWamfcot  by  their  Saw-Mills,  with 
whicii  they  not  only  fupply  this  Nation,  but  feve- 
ral  other  parts  of  Europe ,  and  yet  the  Germans  are 
io  tar  from  apprehending  any  Danger  of  not  being 
lupp  led  with  the  mcrealmg  Growth  of  their  Oak 
imber,  that  they  would  efteem  it  a  particular 
Happinefs  to  have  their  People  employed  in  cut- 
ting  it  down,  and  hauling  it  to  places  of  Naviga- 

*  rn',SC  fx°rrr  ofMount  Libanus,  which  is  but 

*  lmall  Trad  of  Land,  the  wooded  part  of  it  not 

fo 
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fo  big  is Torkjhlre,  hasiupplied  amazing  Quantities 
oi  Timber.  Solomon  in  his' time  employed  a  great 
Number  ofHewers  of  Wood  for  building  the  Tem¬ 
ple.  The  Tyrians ,  Sidonians ,  and  all  that  Coaft, 
were  fupplied  with  Timber  from  thence  for  their 
Buildings  and  Shipping  •  and  Hiltory  tells  us,  A- 
l ex  under  the  Great  was  fupplied  with  Timber  from 
thence  for  carrying  on  his  Bank  from  the  main  Land 
to  the  Iiland  of  Tyre, and  all  fucceeding  Ages  have 
been  conltantly  cutting  down  the  Timber,  and  yet 
it  is  faid  there  is  as  good  there  as  ever :  If  thofepla- 
ces  have  furnilhed  Europe  and  Tift  a  with  fuch  vaft 
Quantities  for  fo  many  Ages,  and  the  Timber  cut 
down  conftantly  fupplied  with  a  Growth  of  new, 
what  may  not  be  expected  from  fo  large  a  I  fact 
ot  Ground,  fo  well  replenithed  with  Trees  and  na¬ 
vigable  Rivers  as  our  Plantations  are  ?  I  give 
thefe  Inftances  to  obviate  the  Mittakes  fome  Gen¬ 
tlemen  are  under,  who  think  our  Foreits  in  Amt- 
rica  can  be  hurt  by  cutting  down  our  Timber. 

Some  have  made  it  a  Doubt,  whether  it  is  pru¬ 
dent  in  us  to  let  Portugal ,  Spain ,  or  the  Streiglts 
have  Boards  and  Timber  from  our  Plantations a 
alledging,  That  if  they  are  fupplied,  they  may 
build  Merchantmen  and  Ships  of  War,  and  may 
in  time  interrupt  our  1  fade  and  Navigation ;  for¬ 
getting,  we  mult  fuppofe,  that  the  Dutch  will  iup- 
pQ  them  with  as  much  German  Oak  as  they  want, 
which  is  much  better  for  Shipping  than  our  Co-  • 
lonies  produce. 

The  Spaniards  themfelves have  great  Quantities 
of  extraordinary  Oak,  and  fine  large  Pine  Trees 
fit  for  Malts,  Specially  in  Arragon  and  Catalonia , 
near  the  Ebro  and  Segra ;  but  their  indolent  Tem¬ 
per  is  fuch,  that  if  they  can  purchafe  what  they 
want  with  Money,  they  care  not  to  ifretch  out  a 
Hand  to  help  themfelves >  and  I  fhould  be  very 

forry 
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forry  that  we  fliould  ftir  them  up  to  a  Neceffity 
of  becoming  induftrious. 

The  Value  of  Timber  among  ourfelveshas  given 
Gentlemen  that  Notion,  becaufe  it  fetches  a 
great  Price  in  this  Ifland,  it  mult  confequently 
be  valuable  all  over  the  World  :  But  it  they  were 
in  America,  and  there  beheld  the  great  Labour  of 
the  poor  Planters  to  clear  the  Ground  of  the 
Wood,  (and  the  vaft  Numbers  of  fine  Timber 
Trees  that  are  haul'd  together  and  burnt)  before 
it  can  be  fit  for  any  Ufe,  they  would  certainly 
think  it  abundance  of  Prudence  to  have  it  cut 
up  into  Boards,  and  other  Ufes,  and  tranfport  it 
to  Portugal  and  Spain,  and  the  Money  remitted 
to  England  *  for  there  is  no  Merchandize  more 
profitable  than  Timber,  being  the  molt  bulky, 
and  confequently  employing  the  greateft  Numbers 
of  Ships  and  Sailors,  with  a  very  fmall  part  of 
the  National  Stock,  which  is  fufficient  to  give  it 
all  imaginable  Encouragement. 

This  Merchandize  is  what  has  bred  the  King 
of  Denmark  fo  many  Sailors,  and  enabled  him  to 
fit  out  a  Royal  Navy,  and  his  Subjedls  of  Nor¬ 
way  to  build  fo  great  a  Number  of  bulky  Ships, 
by  which  they  have  enrich'd  themfelves  to  a  much 
greater  Degree,  than  the  Farmers  of  the  fertile 
Country  of  Poland  have  done  by  their  Corn  :  If 
this  Timber  Trade  has  been  fo  advantageous  to 
them,  why  may  it  not  be  fo  to  England  ?  We 
have  for  the  mod  part  the  fame  Markets  ;  we 
fhali  thereby  have  Opportunities  exceedingly  to 
inlarge  our  Navigation,  and  the  W ages  of  a  Sail¬ 
or  very  much  exceed  thole  of  a  Ploughman,  La¬ 
bourer,  or  Manufacturer  ;  their  Food  and  Cloath- 
ing  are  from  ourfelves,  and  if  they  fliould  carry  a 
Loading  of  Timber  from  the  Plantations  to  Spain 
or  Portugal ,  and  return  to  England ,  not  only 

the 
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the  Merchant’s  Profit,  but  the  Profit  of  the  Own- 
ers  ot  the  Ship,  and  the  Sailors  Wages,  would 
all  be  brought  home  and  fpent  here. 

I  have  often  conlider’d  the  Advantage  a  Tim¬ 
ber  Trade  would  be  to  Us  between  the  Planta¬ 
tions  and  the  Streights,  and  I  cannot  fee  but  a 
Thoufand  Acres  of  Timber  Ground  in  America 
may  be  made  more  advantageous  to  England , 
than  a  Thoufand  Acres  ot  Corn  Land  within 
ourfelves.  We  will  fuppofe  a  Thoufand  Acres  of 
Corn  Land  may  produce  Thirty  Crops  of  Corn 
in  Fifty  Years ;  that  every  Crop  may  yield  m  Hol¬ 
land,  (being  our  moll  certain  Market  for  Corn) 
Four  Thoufand  Pounds  tor  every  Year  of  the  faid 
Thirty  Years,  which  is  One  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  Pounds. 

We  will  likewife  fuppofe,  that  Twenty  Acres 
of  Wood-land  in  America  may  afford  Timber 
enough  to  load  Four  Ships  of  Six  Hundred  Tun 
each,  and  their  Cargoes  carried  to  Spain  or  Portu¬ 
gal,  and  there  fold  tor  Nine  Hundred  Pounds 
each.  Thefe  Thirty  Six  Hundred  Pound  s  are  all 
produced  by  the  Manufacture  and  Labour  of  our 
own  Poor,  and  National  Stock  in  this  Shipping. 
Thefe  Thoufand  Acres  will  take  Fifty  Years  Cut¬ 
ting,  and  Fifty  Crops  at  Three  Thoufand  Six  Hun¬ 
dred  Pounds  per  Crop,  is  one  Hundred  and  Eigh¬ 
ty  Thoufand  Pounds  ;  I  think  I  have  allowed 
double  the  Quantity  of  Land  neceflary  to  pro¬ 
duce  Four  Ships  Loading  of  Timber.  It  is  very 
well  known  there  is  fuch  a  Propeniity  in  the  Land 
of  America  to  run  into  Wood,  that  when  it  has 
been  tilled  fo  long,  that  it  would  bear  nothing,  \  et 
has  within  the  Space  of  Thirty  Years,  been  loaded 
with  avail  Number  of  Trees,  many  of  them  above 
a  Yard  and  a  Half  in  Girt  fix  Foot  from  the 
Ground.  Timber  grows  there  fo  very  quick  that 
we  are  informed,  feveral  Sorts  are  at  their  full 
Growth  in  Fifty  Years. 
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CHAP.  XXVII. 

\ 

\ 

Methods  propofed  for  making  Perfons  con¬ 
demned  for  Tranfportation  ufeful  to  the 
Nation ,  and  finding  Work,  in  the  Plan¬ 
tations  for  thofe  we  cannot  employ  at 

Home . 

\  / 

IN  the  Year  1716,  there  was  a  Paper  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Lords  ofTrade  for  encouraging  the 
railing  of  Hemp,  making  of  Iron,  Pitch,  Tar, 
and  other  Things  in  our  Plantations ,  wherein 
Mention  was  made  of  the  Difficulty  of  carrying 
over  Servants  that  were  inclin’d  to  tranfport  them- 
felves.  Soon  alter  there  was  a  Law  made  which 
did  mitigate  the  Penalties  of  ancient  Laws,  parti¬ 
cularly  that  of  the  firit  of  James  the  Firft,  to 
prevent  the  carrying  away  the  Subjects  of  this 
Kingdom  into  Po-pifb  Monafteries  ;  as  well  as  ieve- 
ra!  other  Laws,  which  were  then  turned  againft  the 
Merchants  and  Captains  ot  Ships  that  tranfported 
thofe  Perfons  into  our  Colonies.  The  redreffing 
thofe  Laws  in  Part,  hath  been  of  great  Conveni¬ 
ence  to  the  Traders  in  our  Plantations }  but  Hill 
Part  of  them  remain,  which  prevents  tranfporting 
Servants,  and  therefore  great  Numbers  that  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  out  of  Employment,  and  have  no  pof- 
fible  Way  of  recommending  themfelves  to  any  Ser¬ 
vice,  are  forced  to  ftarve,  or  fall  into  the  Practice 
of  picking  of'  Pockets,  Thieving,  or  other  wicked 
Courfes,  to  fupply  their  immediate  Neceflities}  and 
by  continuing  this  Pradiice,  run  from  one  Evil 

to  another,  till  at  laft  they  come  under  the  Sen¬ 
tence 
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tcncc  of  Felons,  viz.  Tranfportation  or  the  Gal- 
lows..  Now  as  there  cannot  be  an  A£t  of  greater 
Charity  or  Humanity,  than  to  put  thofe  People 
into  a  Way  of  getting  Bread  for  themfelves  ;  if 
they  were  fent  into  the  Colonies,  and  put  upon 
railing  and  drelling  Hemp  and  Flax,  I  am  ol'O- 
pinion,  they  might  not  only  find  a  molt  profitable 
.Employment,  but  alfo  thole  that  are  condemned 
for  petty  Larceny,  or  any  other  Crime  lefs  than  the 
Penalty  of  Death,  being  fent  thither  might  be 
rendered  ufeful. 

Sit  Jbfiah  Child  lays  in  his  Dilcourle  of  the 
’Trade  of  the  Plantations , 4  "That  Virginia  and 
‘  Barbadoes  were  firlt  peopled  by  a  Sort  of  loofe 
vagrant  People,  vicious  and  dclfitute  of  JVfeans 
to  live  at  Home,  and  employ  themlelves  about, 

4  or  had  fo  misbehaved  themfelves  by  Whoring, 

4  Thieving,  or  other  Debaucheries,  that  none 
4  would  fet  them  to  Work/  Thofe  (he  fays,) 

4  had  it  not  been  for  our  Plantations ,  mull  have 
4  come  to  be  hang’d  or  llarved,  or  died  untime- 
4  ly  of  fome  miferable  Difeafes,  or  fold  themfelves 
4  for  Soldiers,  to  have  been  knocked  on  the  Head 
4  or  llarved.  in  the  Quarrels  of  our  Neighbours’ 

4  as  many  Thoufand  brave  Fnglijhmen  were  in  the 
4  Low  Countries,  and  yet  we  fee  feveral  of  thofe 
4  People  behaved  well,  and  arrived  to  great  E- 
4  Hates,  and  help’d  to  enrich  their  Mother  Coun- 
4  try’.  And  as  an  immenfe  Wealth  hath  accrued 
to  us  by  the  Labour  and  Induflry  of  thofe  People 
that  have  fettled  in  our  Colonies,  fo  a  mighty 
Profit  may  be  added  by  railing  there,  Silk,  Hemp 
Flax,  Iron,  Pot-alb,  Sc.  of  which  I  have  treated 
in  this  Difcourfe.  France  has,  as  is  already  related 
fent  over  great  Numbers  of  their  vagrant  People 
to  their  Settlements  on  the  Mjfff/tppi,  (upon 
the  Back  of  ours  of  Carolina ,  Virginia ,  and 

H  1  Mary- 
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Maryland )  and  down  the  River  St.  Lawrence 
to  Cape  Breton ,  and  alfo  to  Hifpaniola ,  where 
they  are  put  upon  fundry  Improvements.  The 
Numbers  reported  to  be  fent  thither  are  almoft 
incredible;  the  King  pays  the  Charge  of  Trani- 
porting  them,  and  maintaining  them  a  Year 
after  their  Arrival  ;  skilful  Periens  direct  them 
in  the  feveral  Employments,  and  get  as  many  of 
them  as  they  can  married,  and  then  the  ingenious 
and  indudrious  ailoon  as  they  are  qualified  to  under¬ 
take  any  Buiinefs,  have  their  Liberty,  and  a  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Land  affigned  them.  This  Induitry  of  the 
French  has  greatly  encreafed  their  Re-exportation 
of  Sugar,  and  very  much  lellenedours;  and  if 
once  they  can  bring  their  Settlements  to  bear  upon 
the  Back  ofours, along  that  mod  fertile  Valley  which 
is  watered  with  the  River  Overbacbee ,  and  the 
great  River'  Ohio ,  navigable  for  above  300  Miles, 
even  from  the  Fountain,  we  may  expect  they 
will  gain  great  Part  of  the  Tobacco  Trade  alfo. 
Now  as  the  Crown  is  at  the  Charge  of  tranfport- 
ing  the  Convi&s,  Places  might  be  appointed 
for  all  Perfons  to  repair  to,  that  cannot  find  Me¬ 
thods  of  Sudlidence  at  home,  in  order  to  be  tran¬ 
sported  to  the  aforelaid  Colonies.  We  know  the 
greatell  Part  of  the  Convicts  are  bold  daring  de¬ 
bauched  People  ;  but  many  of  them,  when  they 
are  tranfported  into  the  Colonies,  we  are  allured 
come  to  fevere  Repentance  for  their  pad  Lives, 
arid  become  very  indudrious ;  if  Provifion  was 
made  to  allow  each  of  them  100  Acres  or  more  of 
Land  free  for  fbme  Time,  and  afterwards  to  pay, 
by  Way  of  Quit  Rent,  one  hundred  Weight,  be¬ 
ing  x  1 2  Pounds)  of  well  drefs’d  Hemp  or  Flax,  for 
every  1 00  Acres  fo  granted  them,  the  Prolpcdi  of 
having  Land  of  their  own,  would  induce  them  to 
continue  their  Indudry ;  His  Majedy  would  there- 
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by  receive  fufficient  Supplies  of  Hemp  and  Flax 
for  thej  Royal  Navy,  a  Revenue  that  would  lar 
exceed  any  Income  that  the  Government  receives 
from  any  of  our  Colonies  y  and  being  under  no 
Difficulty  to  fubiift,  they  would  marry  young,  in- 
creafe  and  multiply,  and  fupply  themfelves  with 
every  thing  they  want  from  us,  but  their  Food  * 
by  which  Means  thofe  vafl;  Traits  of  Land  now 
walte  will  be  planted,  and  fecured  from  the  Dan¬ 
ger  we  apprehend  of  the  French  over-running 
them,  which  was  formerly  taken  Notice  of  in  a 
Letter  concerning  Naval  Stores,  where  Mention 
is  made  of  their  Encroachments  upon  us  in  Nova 
Scotia  ;  their  getting  from  us  Cape  Breton ,  and  a 
Right  of  Fifhery  upon  Newfoundland  •  their  faz¬ 
ing  and  fettling  Part  of  Hifpaniola .  They  have 
built  the  Forts  of  Mobile^  Penfacola ,  Halbamas , 
Cufatees ,  Prudhome ,  Creve-coeury  La  Salle , 
Deonvilley  Front  enacy  Mont  Real ,  and  feveral 
others  from  the  Miffijippt ,  and  fo  down  the  River 
St.  Lawrence  upon  the  Back  of  ail  our  Settlements. 
If  we  have,  any  Senfe  of  the  Value  of  that  commo¬ 
dious  Trail  of  Land,  it  ought  to  put  us  upon  fe- 
curing  to  ourfelves  fuch  excellent  Colonies,  which 
may,  if  properly  improved,  bring  this  Nation  a 
very  great  Treafure,  and  at  leaft  build  fome  Forts 
upon  the  Apulachean  Mountains,  to  fecure  us  the 
Right  of  the  Mines  contained  in  them,  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  Indian  and  Skin  Trade,  and  to  preferve 
the  Navigation  to  ourfelves  of  thofe  great  Rivers 
which  have  their  Fountains  in  the  faid  Hills,  and 
empty  themfelves  through  Carolina ,  Virginia , 
Maryland ,  into  the  Virginian  Sea.The  Dutch 

while  they  had  New-Torky  fortified  it,  built  Fort 
Albany ,  and  fome  other  Fortifications  ;  and  feeing 
the  methods  th cFrench  take  to  forti  fy  places  fo  near 
us,  and  the  Care  of  other  Nations  to  fecure  their 
a  i  ^  Colonics 


«r  y*rf  r  A  v 


bvW  , 


(  61  ) 

Colonies  abroad,  a  great  many  People  admire  it 
has  not  ftirred  us  up  to  do  the  like.  But  I  hope 
the  Time  is  drawing  near  when  thofe  Colonies 
will  be  more  valued,  and  a  greater  Care  taken  to 
improve  and  preferve  them. 

To  thofe  Convids,  Vagrants, and  ufelefs  People, 
we  may  add  the  Labour  of  Negroes  or  Slaves, 
which  doubtlefs  would  bring  greater  Incomes  to 
this  Kingdom  by  their  Employment,  than  the 
Mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru  bring  to  Spain ,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Numbers  fo  employed. 

It  may  be  objected  here,  That  the  raifing 
Hemp,  P  lax,  Pot-alh,  Silk,  &c.  are  troublefome 
Undertakings,  that  betide,  Concerns  of  this  Na¬ 
ture  will  require  fomc  Expence  to  fupport  them, 
and  that  it  is  difficult  to  find  out  Perfons  proper 
to  dired  fuch  Affairs,  and  will  require  great  Length 
of  Time  to  put  every  thing  under  its  proper  Or¬ 
der  and  OEconomy.  It  is  anfwered,  there  never 
was  any  new  Undertaking  or  Colony  fettled,  but 
required  fome  Thought  and  Expence  to  put  them 
in  good  Order,  and  without,  common  Improve¬ 
ments  cannot  be  carried  on.  But  it  is  almoft  im- 
poffible  to  find  out  five  fuch  neceffary  Articles  as 
Hemp,  Flax,  Silk,  Iron  and  Pot-alh,  for  carry¬ 
ing  on  the  Manufadures  of  this  Kingdom,  that 
can  be  done  with  fo  little  Trouble,  which  is  very 
well  known  by  every  body  that  have  been  employ¬ 
ed  therein.  After  King  Henry  the  Fourth  of 
France  had  ended  the  Civil  Wars,  he,  the  better 
to  increafe  his  Revenue,  eftabiilhed  all  forts  of 
Manufadures,  which,  according  to  Puffendorff' and 
others,  drew  great  Riches  into  that  Kingdom. 
That  great  Prince  knew  very  well  the  Way  to  en¬ 
able  his  People  to  pay  their  Taxes,  wasfirft  to  en¬ 
rich  them  ;  that  as  he  propofed  the  eltablilhing  of 
all  manner  of  Manufadures,  he  mull  bring  People 
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from  other  Countries  perfectly  well  skilled  in  car¬ 
rying  them  on.  I  have  l'poke  with  fome  Refu¬ 
gees  that  came  from  Brittany  upon  the  Perfecution 
in  Frame ,  who  were  the  Defcendants  of  thofe 
very  People  that  he  had  brought  out  of  Holland 
and  Flanders ,  who  firft  eltablilhed  the  Linnen 
Manufacture  there  ;  the  faid  Prince  fpared  no 
Colt  to  effeCt  it,  he  gave  them  very  large  Encou¬ 
ragement  ;  he  was  at  the  Charge  of  tranlporting 
Flax  and  Hemp  Seed  from  other  Countries,  which 
was  given  to  fuch  Perfonsas  would  fow  it.  King 
William  was  equally  apprehenfive  that  Manufac¬ 
tures,  and  employing  the  Poor,  was  the  Way  to 
gain  Riches;  he  knew  very  well  the  happy  Cir- 
cumftances  of  thofe  Princes  whofe  Subjects  had 
Riches  enough  to  fupply  their  Prince  with  Money 
to  defend  their  Rights  and  Properties  ;  and  as  his 
whole  Life  feenfd  to  be  devoted  for  the  Prefer- 
vation  of  the  Liberties  of  Mankind,  where  it  was 
in  his  Power,  he  put  all  Opportunities  _  into  their 
Hands  of  getting  Riches  to  defend  their  Rights; 
he  promoted  the  eftabliihing  a  Linnen  Manufac- 
tury  in  Ireland ,  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Reign, 
and  font  thither  French  Refugees  skilled  in 
carrying  it  on,  and  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  have 
followed  the  Example  of  that  great  Prince  ;  they 
have  at  a  very  large  Expence  imported  P  lax  and 
Hemp-foed  from  the  Fajl  Country,  and  gave  it 
to  fuch  as  would  fow  it  ;  they  have  alley  given 
further  Encouragement  to  Men  skilled  in  the 
Linnen  Manufacture  to  direCt  the  People  in  the 
belt  Methods  of  carrying  it  on ;  and  if  ever  the 
railing  Hemp  and  Flax,  and  other  Manufactures 
that  I  have  here  treated  on,  come  to  Perfection  in 
our  Plantations ,  we  mult  act  as  France,  Ireland, 
and  other  Nations  have  done  upon  the  like  Occa- 

lion,  and  not  only  fend  thefc  people  Seed,  fuch  as 
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will  fuit  their  Climate,  either  from  Italy ,  Eent 
or  the  Eafi  Country  -  but  Men  well  skilled,  as  is 
already  obferved,  mull  befent  over  to  direct  them' 
As  private  Families  are  willing  to  advance  sZ 
ot  Money  to  receive  them  again  after  fome  time, 
with  a  bountiful  Increafe,  our  great  Family,  the 
Ration,  I  hope,  will,  as  one  united  Body,  be  rea- 
dy  to  advance  Money,  where  there  is  fo  promiling 
a  View  of  Intereft.  France  could  not  have  enjoy¬ 
ed  the  Advantages  of  the  Silk  and  Linnen  Manu¬ 
factures,  which  now  entail  to  them  fo  great  a 
1  ait  of  the  Trade,  and  Gold  and  Silver  of  the 
Spanijh  Weft  Indies,  if  Henry  the  Fourth  had  not 
laid  the  Foundation  of  them.  We  know  who¬ 
ever  plants  a  Vineyard  mult  be  at  fome  Charge 
and  Care  to  bring  things  into  good  Order,  and 
wait  lome  time  before  he  can  drink  of  the  Wine  • 
lo  mult  all  Governments  before  they  can  receive 
Profit  from  any  new  Undertakings.  The  Charge 
that  France  was  at  to  get  Jofes  van  Robee  out  of 
Holland  *  the  giving  him  what  Encouragement 
he  defired,  and  free  Exercile  of  the  Proteftant 
Religion  for  himfelf,  and  all  he  Ihould  bring  with 
him,  fhew,  that  Lewis  XIV.  knew  fuch  jewels 
as  eltablifhing  of  Manufactures  in  his  Kingdom, 
could  not  be  too  dear  bought  ;  and  as  have 
mentioned  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy ,  and  his  great 
Undertakings  and  Penetration  in  Trade,  I  think 
it  necefiary  here  to  mention  them  again.  He  hath 
taken  Steps  beyond  any  Monarch  mention’d  in  Idif- 
tory ;  others  have  given  great  Prizes  to  get  skilful 
Workmen  into  their  Country,  in  which  he  has 
been  as  forward  as  any  of  them  ;  but  beyond  all 
this,  he  hath  not  only  travelled  over  Europe  him- 
f:lf,  and  wrought  like  a  Mechanick  to  gain  Ex¬ 
perience,  but  font  young  Men,  his  natural  born 
Sqbjedls,  into  feveral  Parts  of  Europe,  and  bound 

them 
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them  Apprentices,  and  gave  large  Sums  of  Mo¬ 
ney  to  have  them  inftrucded  in  the  Knowledge  of 
Manufactures  ;  fome  of  which  were  placed  in 
London ,  to  learn  the  Art  of  Ship-Building, 
Watch-making,  &c.  fome  in  our  inland  Towns, 
as  Birmingham ,  Sheffield ,  &c.  to  learn  the  Art  of 
working  in  Iron,  and  other  Parts  to  learn  the 
Woollen  Manufacture.  Here  we  have  nothing 
to  do,  but  to  put  our  People  upon  eafy  and  fami¬ 
liar  Employments,  foon  underftood  by  almolt  every 
Body;  for  the  Trouble  of  directing  and  regula¬ 
ting  fuch  a  Number  of  People  as  we  have  now 
mentioned,  cannot  be  greater  than  the  railing  of 
Soldiers,  or  putting  Officers  into  the  Cultoms 
or  Excife,  which  we  fee  are  become  familiar 
and  eafy  to  thofe  that  are  inltruCted  in  them. 
An  Officer  will  go  to  any  Part  of  the  Kingdom 
where  he  thinks  he  can  make  up  his  Company  or 
Regiment,  and  great  Numbers  of  ingenious  Men, 
who  are  deilitute  of  Employment,  think  no  Pains 
too  great,  nor  Study  too  tedious,  to  fit  themlelves 
for  the  meanelt  Place  in  the  Cultoms  or  Excife  ; 
and  no  doubt,  if  Enquiry  was  made  after  skilful 
and  induftrious  Men  to  direCt  and  inltruCt  People 
in  the  aforefaid  Employments,  we  fhould  find, 
Men  well  qualified  for  the  Work,  would  offer 
themfelves. 
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Reafons  why  the  Demand  for  our  Woollen 
Manufactures  do  not  encreafe.  People  and 
Buildings  encreafed.  NeceJJity  of  encreafing 
ManufaCturies  to  employ  them.  Eftab lift¬ 
ing  the  Lumen  in  the  North,  as  profitable 
as  the  Woollen  In  the  South.  Advantage 
of  bringing  Pig-Iron ,  from  our  Colo¬ 

nies.  Methods  propofed for  enriching  our- 
felves  and  them. 

Jr  T  is  fuppofed  that  Egypt ,  the  Tyrians  and  Coaft 
[  o£  Syria,  were  the  firft  that  entred  upon  the 
Linnen  and  Woollen  ManufaCturies,  and  as  Wars 
and  Perfections  arofe,  feme  of  them  fhifted  from 
place  to  place,  and  at  laft  carried  thofe  Manufac¬ 
tures  among  the  Flemmings ,  who  raifed  Flax  and 
Hemp  of  their  own,  and  have  carried  the  Linnen 
to  the  higheft  Perfection  of  any  place  in  Europe, 
and  alfo  made  various  and  great  Improvements  in 
the  Woollen.  Thcfe  two  ManufaCturies  drew 
Multitudes  of  People  to  fettle  in  the  17  Provin¬ 
ces,  which  made  them  abound  with  thofe  Num¬ 
bers  of  Cities,  Towns  and  Villages,  furpaffing  any 
place  upon  the  Globe  ofthe  like  compafs  of  Ground ; 
and  England  having  the  grcateft  Quantity  ofthe 
belt  fort  of  Wooll,  they  purchafed  that  from  us, 
and  valt  Quantities  were  exported  to  Flanders . 

EDWARD  the  Third  faw  the  Advantage  of 
the  Woollen  ManufiCtury,  and  made  a  very  fair 
pufh  for  having  it  removed  hither,  and  took  pro¬ 
per  Mcafurcs  for  eftablifhing  it  here  as  is  before 
mentioned,  but  for  Want  of  the  like  Care  in  his 
Succelfors,  it  did  not  take  Root  till  the  Reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth .  In  her  Time  that  Manufac¬ 
tory  was  fo  effectually  eftablilhed,  that  a  mighty 
Progrefs  was  made  therein,  and  encreafed  fo  con- 

liderably, 
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fiderably,  that  they  gained  the  Reputation  of  be¬ 
ing  the  belt  in  Europe ,  and  a  Market  was  opened 
for  them  not  only  into  Spain ,  France ,  Italy ,  and 
Germany ,  but  into  Rujjia ,  the  Baltick ,  £sV.  and 
carried  by  Way  of  Archangel  into  Perjia  and 
alfo  a  Trade  fettled  into  Turkey. 

ENGLAND  carried  on  her  Trade  in  the 
Woollen  ManufaCtury  a  considerable  Time,  and 
the  reit  of  Europe  carried  on  the  Linnen  and  o- 
ther  Manufactures,  and  exchanged  them  with  us 
for  our  W  oollens.  But  the  French  endeavour¬ 
ing  toenlarge  the  Trade  and  Manufactures  of  that 
Kingdom,  found  out  feveral  Ways  to  prevent  the 
Importation  of  our  Woollens  into  France ,  by 
cauling  them  to  be  thrown  into  Water,  and  then 
to  be  lhrunk  and  new  dreSTed  before  they  were 
admitted  to  be  fold  ;  thofe  vexatious  Ways,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  high  Duties  impofed  upon  them, 
foon  tired  out  the  Englijh  Merchant,  and  amoun¬ 
ted  to  a  Prohibition. 

Thofe  Proceedings  gave  Spirit  to  Sweden  and 
feveral  German  Princes  to  follow  the  Example  of 
Franco.  ;  they  were  alfo  willing  to  try  whether 
they  could  not  lay  the  Engltjh  Woollen  Manufac¬ 
tures  under  fuch  Prohibitions  and  Difficulties,  as 
to  exclude  the  wearing  them  in  their  relpeCtive 
Dominions;  how  far  they  have  fucceeded  is  too 
well  known. 

We  may  judge  what  Part  France  has  gained 
from  us,  by  examining  into  the  mighty  Demand 
there  was  for  our  Woollen  Goods  when  France  was 
viiited  with  the  Plague,  and  were  ftopt  from  fup- 
plying  Foreign  Markets  :  The  Demand  for  our 
Woollen  Goods  increafed  to  fo  great  a  Degree, 
that  the  like  has  not  happened  for  many  Years,  but 
as  foon  as  that  Country  was  freed  from  the  Plague, 
they  again  Supplied  thofe  Markets  as  formerly, 
and  the  Demand  for  ours  gradually  funk. 

I  2  Now 
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Now  as  we  have  greatly  increafed  in  our  Buil¬ 
dings  and  Inhabitants  within  thefe  Forty  Years, 
and  have  fo  many  Competitors  in  the  Woollen 
ManufaCtury  ;  and  France,  Sc.  has  gained  fo 
great  a  Part  from  us ;  and  fo  many  Places  endea¬ 
vour  to  keep  out  our  Woollen  Manufactures,  and 
Hill  continue  to  import  their  Linnen,  Hemp,  Flax, 
Iron,  Pot-afh,  Timber,  Sc.  upon  us,  which  draws 
a  very  great  Treafure  annually  out  of  this  King¬ 
dom  :  Some  Methods  mult  be  found  out  for  efta- 
bl iihing  other  Alanufa&uries  for  employing  our 
Poor,  otherwife  our  prefent  Riches  will  decreafe, 
our  Lands  link  in  \alue,  and  our  Manufacturers 
be  forced  to  go  into  other  Countries  to  find  Em¬ 
ployment  and  if  they  fhould,  I  am  afraid  the 
Misfortune  would  be  feverely  felt,  but  this  may¬ 
be  prevented  ;  for  if  we  will  examine  into  the 
Conveniencies  we  have  for  carrying  on  the  great- 
eft  and  moil  profitable  ManufaCturies,  we  lhallfind 
that  by  a  right  Regulation  of  the  Improvements 
that  may  be  made,  elpecially  by  modelling  the  Af¬ 
fairs  of  the  Colonies,  wemay  equal,  if  not  exceed, 
any  Nation  in  Europe ,  in  railing  Materials  for 
carrying  on  the  Linnen  and  Silk  ManufaCturies, 
either  of  which  is  thought  to  be  as  confiderable 
in  the  World  as  the  Woollen,  and  no  way  infe¬ 
rior  to  it  in  Point  of  Profit. 

The  making  and  fupplying  ourfelves  with  Pig 
and  Bar  Iron  from  the  Colonies,  is  alfo  very  mate¬ 
rial,  fince  Foreigners  draw  between  two  and  three 
hundred  thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum  from  us  for 
that  Commodity,  and  all  to  a  Trifle  in  ready  Mo¬ 
ney. 

Sometime  indeed  there  is  a  mighty  Enquiry  into 
Trade,  and  Perlons  are  called  upon  to  give  their 
Thoughts,  but  commonly  thofe  Enquiries  dye. 

In  the  \  ear  1 7 1 6,  a  Memorial  was  drawn  up 
at  the  Defire  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  Denta¬ 
tions, 


tions,  wherein  feveral  Improvements  were  propo- 
fed  for  railing  Naval  Stores,  among  the  relt  Iron 
was  one.  Their  Lordihips  were  told,  that  Pig 
and  Bar  Iron  being  Undertakings  that  could  not 
be  begun  nor  carried  on  without  great  Expence, 
thofe  Perlons  that  attended  were  put  in  Expecta¬ 
tion  that  they  fhould  have  ample  Encouragement, 
which  engaged  them  to  make  a  Beginning,  and 
fome  Works  were  eredted  there  at  a  very  great 
Charge  to  the  Undertakers.  They  have  feveral 
Times  lince  applied  for  having  the  fmall  Duty  on 
Pig  Iron  taken  off,  but  even  that  has  not  been 
done,  and  Bar  Iron  ftill  continues  to  pay  the  Duty 
as  foreign  Iron,  tho’  what  is  made  in  the  Planta¬ 
tions  is  and  mult  be  made  by  Men  of  Eftates  in 
this  Kingdom,  and  the  Profits  accruing  to  our 
Mother  Country  almoft  the  fame  as  if  the  Iron 
Mine  was  dug  out  of  the  Earth  here,  and  made 
into  Bars ;  what  this  proceeds  from  is  a  Myftery, 
feeing  we  are  obliged  to  bring  in  between  two  and 
three  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  worth  of  Iron 
annually  from  foreign  Nations,  and  if  the  making 
of  Iron  was  encouraged  in  the  Plantations,  we 
might  fupply  all  the  Coaft  of  Africa ,  both  within 
and  without  the  Mediterranean,  as  well  as  Tur¬ 
key,  Italy,  Portugal ,  and  even  the  Eaft  Indies ,  ig 
being  a  Merchandize  that  can  be  exported  at  a 
fmall  Expence,  becaufe  it  ferves  as  Ballaft  every 
where,  and  in  the  Circulation  of  Trade,  what  it 
is  fold  for  Abroad  would  be  remitted  Home,  and 
add  as  much  certainRiches  to  the  Nation, as  if  they 
were  dug  out  of  a  Silver  Mine  in  our  Plantations, 
and  fent  us.Home  dire&ly.  It  is  ftrange  that  this 
great  Charge  to  the  Nation  fhould  not  be  thought 
of,  and.  Encouragement  given  to  the  Subje&s  of 
this  Kingdom,  to  fet  up  Iron  Works  in  the  Plan-, 
tations,  and  there  employ  the  national  Stock,  ra¬ 
ther  than  let  Foreigners  run  away  with  fo  great  a 

Sum. 


(  7°  > 

Sum.  I  would  farther  obferve,  we  allow  the 
Exportation  of  our  Coals  to  Holland ,  Flanders , 
France,  Sc.  at  3  j.  but  what  is  brought  to  London 
it  1  miitake  not,  pays  near  ioj.  per  Chaldron 
J ) u ty ,  io  that  the  Hollanders  and  Flemmings*  &Cc. 
undcr-work  London ,  where  the  moft  and  fineft 
oteel  and  Iron  Go°ds  Gf  the  Kingdom  are  made. 

All  other  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  where  Coals 
are  Water-born,  pay  ys,  per  Chaldron,  which 
forces  us  to  pay  a  great  Land  Carriage  upon  Fo- 
r^ign  lion  into  the  Inland  Parts  of  the  Country, 
to  be  wrought  up  with  Coals  where  they  pay  no 

e  *  t  •  no  be  a  vaft  Pleafure  to 

thofe  Nations,  to  fee  the  Advantage  they  make  of 

our  Negligence,  for  the  Muscovites  have  lately 
eredted  Iron-Works  in  Siberia ,  and  the  Danes 
have  encreafed  theirs  in  Norway ,  which  is  an  Ad¬ 
dition  to  what  the  Swedes  formerly  have  fup- 
piied  us  with  *  and  each  of  them  ftrive  which 
dull  gain  tfu  Englijh  Market,  the  njolt  conliderable 
in  Europe  For  the  vaft  Confumption  of  Iron  *  and 
whereas  the  Iron-Works  which  were  eredted  by 
the  Directions  of  the  late  Czar  were  in  Siberia ,  we 
are  ^informed  they  have  found  feveral  Mines  in 
Mofcow,  much  nearer  Navigation  *  and  if  they 
could  find  a  Market,  it  is  probable  they  alone 
would  very  fpeedily  be  capable  of  making  as  much 
Iron  as  is  ufed  in  England ,  Holland ,  Germany , 
&x.  P  or  as  the  late  Czar  of  ALuScovy ,  had  tra¬ 
velled  over  Europe  to  find  out  the  Secrets  by  which 
England,  and  Holland  gained  their  Riches,  and 
finding  it  was  by  the  Labour  of  their  Poor  employ¬ 
ed  in  Manufactures,  and  exporting  them  to  other 
Countries^  he  frequently  faid  he  would  be  the 
richeft  Piince  in  Europe  ^  for  as  he  had  the  great- 
eft  Number  of  People,  he  would  find  out  Methods 
for  employing  them  :  And  fince  his  Deceafe,  the 

Miniftry 
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Miniftry  of  the  young  Czar  have  followed  his  Ex¬ 
ample, by  putting  the  People  upon  all  the  Employ¬ 
ments  they  can  think  of j  that  thereby  they  may 
drain  thofe  Nations  of  their  Treafure  who  do  not 
make  proper  Inflection  into  their  Commerce. 

And  it  is  to  be  feared  this  Induftry  and  Emu¬ 
lation  of  theirs  will  caufe  fuch  vaft  Quantities  to  be 
thrown  into  this  Kingdom  at  fuch  very  low  Prices, 
that  will  indanger  the  putting  down  all  our  For¬ 
ges,  and  confequently  fink  the  Value  of  our  Wood¬ 
lands,  if  fame  Care  is  not  taken  to  prevent  it. 

Now  if  Encouragement  was  given  for  making 
Pig-Iron  in  our  Plantations ,  that  we  might  be 
certain  of  a  Supply,  then  all  the  Places  in  this 
Kingdom  where  there  is  Water  enough,  and  a 
fufficient  Quantity  of  Wood,  might  have  Forges 
eredted  upon  them  *  and  where  Furnaces  would 
not  anfwer  fo  well  as  Forges,  they  might  be  con¬ 
verted  to  that  Ufe  aifo.  This  would  be  a  general 
Benefit  to  the  Nation,  and  keep  up  all  the  "Wood¬ 
lands  in  the  Kingdom  to  their  full  Value. 

But  before  I  proceed  to  fhew  the  great  Ad¬ 
vantage  thofe  additional  Materials  would  be  to 
carry  on  the  aforefaid  Manufactures,  I  think  pro¬ 
per  to  take  Notice  of  an  Objection  made  by  feme 
Gentlemen,  which  is,  that  if  we  encourage  the 
Plantations,  they  will  grow  rich  and  fet  up  for 
themfelves,  and  call  off  the  Englijh  Government. 

I  have  considered  thofe  Objections  Abundance 
of  Times,  the  oftner  I  think  of  them,  the  lefs 
Ground  I  fee  for  fuch  Doubts  and  Jealoufies}  for, 
ijf.  If  we  consider  the  Situation  of  our  Colo¬ 
nies,  which  ftrefch  along  the  Coat  for  twelve  or 
fourteen  hundred  Miles,  and  are  feparated  from 
one  another  with  great  Rivers  :  A  very  little  Care 
to  guard  thofe  Paflages,  would  make  it  impracti¬ 
cable  for  People  the  mot  defperately  inclined, 
to  get  into  one  Body, 
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2  dly.  As  the  Subfiftance  of  the  Colonies  is  the 
fupplying  our  Sugar  Plantations  with  Flower, 
Bisket,  Pipe-Staves,  Fifh,  and  other  Proviiions, 
prohibiting  them  that  Commerce  would  be  their 
utter  Ruin,  it  being  fuppofed  that  not  lefs  than 
'  Eight  hundred  Veflels  belonging  to  the  Province 
of  New-England ,  are  employed  in  that  Coafting 
and  Filhing  Trade.  6 

3 dly.  It  is  to  be  confidered,  that  our  Colonies 
are  under  different  Governments.  Carolina  has 
its  own  Governour.  Virginia  has  a  different  Go- 
vernour.  Maryland  and  Penjilvania  have  their 
refpedtive  Proprietary  Governours,  and  the  Jcr- 
f  ‘)'s  and  New  York  alfb  their  diflindt  Governours. 
New  England  has  alfo  a  diftindt  Government 
from  the  reft.  It  would  be  wonderful  they  could 
form  a  Deiign  in  fo  many  Governments  fo  as  to 
unite  in  fuch  a  Defign,  without  being  difeovered 
or  betraying  one  another. 

It  mull  be  allowed  New  England  has  fhewn  an 
uncommon  Stifnefs,  very  different  from  that  Re¬ 
gard  they  ought  to  have  for  their  Mother  Coun¬ 
try,  or  a  true  Senfe  of  the  Protection  and  great 
Tendernefs  which  has  been  extended  to  them ;  but 
we  apprehend  what  has  been  done  there  has  ra¬ 
ther  rifen  from  the  Cavils  of  fome  Men  who  en¬ 
deavour  to  make  themfelves  popular,  than  any 
manner  of  Advantage  either  to  themfelves  or  thole 
they  reprelent ;  and  therefore  as  this  is  thought  to 
be  the  Clamour  of  a  few,  and  that' the  wile  and 
thoughtful  Men  among  them  diflike  fuch  Pro¬ 
ceedings,  we  think  all  judicious  Men,  w-hen  they 
come  to  examine  thoroughly  into  their  Fears,  will 
fee  they  are  groundlefs,  and  that  as  it  feems  impof- 
iible  for  the  other  Colonies  to  joyn  in  any  fuch  De¬ 
fign,  fo  nothing  could  be  more  againft  their  own  In¬ 
terest.  For  if  New  England  Should  ever  attempt 
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to  be  independant  of  this  Kingdom,  the  ftcpa 
ping  their  l'upplying  the  Sugar  Illands,  and  coait- 
ing  and  billing  Trade,  would  drive  them  to  the 
utmoft  Difficulties  to  fublilt  as  aforefaid  ;  and  of 
Confequence  the  Part  they  have  in  that  Trade, 
would  fall  into  the  Hands  of  the  other  Colonies, 
which  would  greatly  encreafe  their  Riches.  But 
if  fome  turbulent  fpirited  Men  ffiould  ever  be  ca¬ 
pable  of  railing  any  Defection,  a  final!  Squadron 
of  light  Frigates  would  entirely  cut  off  their 
Trade  •  and  if  that  did  not  do,  the  Government 
would  be  forced,  contrary  to  their  Practice,  to  do 
what  other  Nations  do  of  Choice,  viz.  Place 
ftanding  Forces  among  them  to  keep  them  in  or- 
der,  and  oblige  them  to  raife  Money  to  pay  them. 
We  do  not  mention  this  .with  any  Apprehenlion 
that  ever  they  will  give  Occahon,  but  to  ffiew 
the  Confequences  that  mull  naturally  follow. 

Some  Perfonj  who  endeavour  to  reprefent  this 
Colony  in  the  worft  Light,  would  perfwade  us 
they  would  put  themfelves  under  a  foreign  Power, 
rather  than  not  gratify  their  Refentments ;  but 
when  they  are  asked,  what  that  foreign  Power, 
mult  be,  there  are  none  to  be  found  but  Spaing 
France  and  Holland }  as  to  Spain  and  France,  the 
Spirit  of  Perfecution  among  them,  without  any 
other  Reafon,  is  Efficient  to  lay  Thoughts  of  that 
nature  alide  ;  belide  the  defpotick  Power  ufed  by 
thofe  Nations  differ  fo  very  much  from  the  mild 
and  gentle  Government  of  England ,  that  thofe 
very  Perfons  who  ffiould  promote  fuch  Diilurban- 
ces,  would  tremble  at  the  very  Thoughts  of  be¬ 
ing  tranflated  from  their  prefent  Freedom  to 
the  arbitrary  Will  of  an  abfolute  Prince  •  fo  that 
there  is  no  Expectation  left  but  from  Holland ,  and 
as  we  lye  between  them  and  New-England ,  w:d 
•may  ealily  interrupt  any  Correfpondence.  The 
Hollanders  upon  fome  Emergencies  exercife  an 
abfolute  Power,  and  any  Clamour  againlt  the  State’ 
is  taken  Notice  of  in  its  Infancy,  and  foon  eruffi’d ; 

&•  buf 
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but  our  Laws  are  fo  contrived  and  regulated,  that 
even  where  great  Offences  are  committed,  it  is  dif¬ 
ficult  in  many  Cafes  to  bring  the  Offenders  toluf- 
tice.  Let  thole  that  want  to  be  informed,  read 
over  the  Hiftory  of  their  Settlements  in  India, 
and  fee  how  many  hundred  thoufand  People  they 
keep  under  their  Obedience  by  their  Garrifons 
and  regular  forces  :  Itisfaidthere  are  Forty  thou¬ 
fand  Chinefe  in  their  Government  of  Batavia,  they 
pay  a  Crown  per  Month  tor  the  Liberty  of  excr- 
ciiing  their  I  radcs,  and  a  Crown  per  Month  more 
for  wearing  their  Hair  on  a  Gold  Bodkin ;  that 
Badge  of  freedom,  as  theyeffeem  it,  being  denied 
them  in  China  by  the  Tartarian  Government,  is 
laid  to  be  the  Reafon  fo  many  of  them  fettled  at 
Batavia.  Their  Butchers  are  alfo  put  under  a 
Licence,  and  pay  the  Magiftrate  a  tenth  Penny  of 
the.  Value  for  every  Beaft  they  kill,  and  every 
Thing  elfe  is  put  under  a  Licence  or  Excite,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  Cuftom  •  our  Colonies  have 
none  of  thefc  Taxes  to  pay,  nor  Handing  Armies 
to  maintain,  tho’  they  have  many  and  great  Ad¬ 
vantages  that  no  ofher  Nation  of  Europe  could 
poffibly  give  them.  They  have  the  free  Liberty 
of  coming  into  all  the  "Harbours  of  Europe  as 
much  as  we  ourfelves,  a  Privilege  that  other  Eu¬ 
ropean  Nations  do  not  allow  their  Colonies  ;  and 
yet  they  all  have  behaved  with  fo  much  Afte&ion 
■and  Duty  to  their  Mother  Countries,  and  are  fo 
far  from  attempting  to  be  Independant,  that  they 
every  where  unite  with  their  Governours  to  bring 
the  Natives  of  thofe  Settlements  to  their  Subjec¬ 
tion  ;  but  there  is  a  Method  propofed  in  this 
Difcourfe,  concerning  Ads  of  Affemblies,  which, 
if  put  in  Pra&ice,  we  hope  will  end  all  Contro¬ 
versies  of  that  Nature  in  our  Colonies. 

As  I  think  I  have  fully  cleared  the  Difficulty 
fome  have  apprehended  we  were  under  relpebting 
the  Colonies  fetting  up  for  themfelves,  I  would 
remove  another  that  Hill  remains  in  the  Minds 

-  of 
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ot  Ibme  People;  which  is,  that  if  the  Plantations 
are  encouraged  to  go  upon  railing  Hemp,  Flax, 
Silk,  Iron,  Sc.  as  foon  as  they  are  put  into  Me¬ 
thods  ot  railing  rough  Materials,  they  will  let  up 
thole  Manufactures  with  which  we  now  fupply 
them,  and  fo  we  lhall  be  deprived  of  the  Advan¬ 
tage  of  that  Trade.  - 

Thefe  Things  have  often  been  hinted,  but  thofe 
Perlons  ought  to  know,  the  Parliaments  of  Eng¬ 
land  proper  Judges  howto  direct  and  promote 
fuch  Manufactures  as  they  think  ought  to  be  e- 
ftablilhed  at  Home,  as  well  as  thofe  in  our  Colo¬ 
nies  Abroad,  and  to  put  down  thole  they  think  are 
disadvantageous  to  the  Nation;  and  as  they  have 
given  Bounties  upon  Pitch,  Tar  and  Hemp,  no 
doubt  they  will  give  the  like  upon  Flax,  and 
fuch  other  Produces  as  will  be  Materials  for  em¬ 
ploying  our  Poor  at  Home,  that  thofe  Commo¬ 
dities  may  be  rendred  as  plentiful  as  our  own 
Wooll,  which  would  be  an  inconceivable  Benefit 
to  us,  and  ol  many  Times  the  Advantage  to  the 
Colonies  that  letting  up  ManufaCluries  among 
them,  and  running  many  Irons  into  the  Fire  at  a 
Time,  could  be  to  them ;  and  fuch  Favours,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  Cheapnefs  of  their  Land,  and  La¬ 
bour  ol  their  Negroes,  would  give  them  Oppor¬ 
tunities  ol  growing  very  rich. 

The  Manufacturers  here  will  have  Opportunity 
of  employing  all  the  Poor,  and  Employment  lor 
the  Poor  will  make  Provifions  rile,  Buildings  and 
Inhabitants  will  increafe,  and  the  Landlords  Rents 
will  be  well  paid;  and  Nortb-Britain  the  North 
ol  England ,  and  Ireland ,  may  be  lupplied  with 
great  Stores  of  Flax  and  Hemp  upon  fuch  ealy 
Terms,  that  it  will  engage  Mailer  AlanufaCturers 
and  Men  ot  Eftates  from  other  Countries,  to  go 
thither  and  fet  them  up ;  and  Scotland  and  Ire¬ 
land that  cannot  produce  Hemp  and  Flax  for 
employing  their  Poor  above  three  or  four  Mentha 
in  the  Year,  may  fet  up  Manufactories  of  Linnen, 
which  may  be  as  profitable  as  the  bell  of  our 
Woollens  in  England ,  becaufe  thev  never  will 
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want  Materials  to  keep  the  Poor  at  Work  all  the 
Year  round. 

This  fupply  of  Linnen  from  our  own  Domini¬ 
ons,  will  prevent  our  being  drained  of  our  Gold 
and  Silver  by  foreign  Nations,  who  it  is  thought 
draw  above  two  Millions  a  Year  from  us  for  their 
Linnen,  Cambricks,  Flanders  Lace,  Threads,  &c. 
But  if  we  delire  to  have  thofe  vaft  Advantages, 
we  muft,  tike  other  Nations,  get  Perfons  of  Know¬ 
ledge  *  and  Experience  to  inftrudt  our  People, 
and  fhew  them  how  to  carry  on  the  Linnen  Ma¬ 
nufacture  to  the  greateft  Perfection.  If  this  is 
once  put  in  Practice,  Scotland  and  Ireland  will 
have  lufficient  Funds  here  from  the  Produce  of 
their  Linnen,  to  anfwer  all  Demands  either  for 
fuch  Gloathing  or  Merchandize  they  may  want 
from  hence,  or  to  anfwer  Remittances  upon  all  o- 
>  ther  Occasions. 

Flere  will  be  Employment  for  the  Merchant  in 
the  Plantations  to  buy  rough  Materials  to  be  fent 
i  home,  and  here  will  be  Encouragement  for  the 
.Merchants  of  England  to  buy  Manufactures  to  be 
fent  thither}  Navigation  will  be  encouraged,  and 
fuch  a  Circulation  of  Commerce,  that  muft,  if 
undertaken  with  Application  and  Induftry,  infufe 
Riches  into  every  part  of  the  Dominions  of  Great-* 
Britain . 

And  indeed  one  Employment  depending  on  a- 
nothcr,  is  the  true  Way,  not  only  to  gain  Riches, 
but  to  bring  Manufactures  to  Perfection,  as  is 
practiced  in  the  carrying  on  of  the  Linnen  Manu¬ 
factures  of  Holland ,  France ,  Flanders ,  &c. 

The  like  Dependance  there  is  in  carrying  on  the 
Manufacture  of  Watch-making,  and  Abundance 
of  other  Things  that  might  be  named. 

Now  as  it  is  plain,  keeping  the  Planters  to  the 
railing  of  Materials  in  the  Plantations,  is  the  cer¬ 
tain  Way  to  enrich  them,  it  is  proper  for  creating 
a  right  Underftanding  and  true  F ricndfhip  between 
the  Planters  in  the  Colonies,  and  for  making 
the  Government,  as  well  as  the  Manufactu- 
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rers  here  eafy,  to  come  into  the  fame  Meafures  that 
other  N  ations  have  done  who  have  PI  ant  at  i  ons  A- 
broad  ;  for  iince  the  Difcovery  of  the  American 
World,  the  fevcral  Kingdoms  that  have  Colonies 
abroad,  have  thought  convenient  to  fpare  fome  of 
their  People  tor  cultivating  feveral  Commodities 
produc'd  there,  as  well  as  to  carry  on  a  Trade  with 
the  Natives,  and  vend  their  Manufactures  among 
them,  but  great  Care  has  been  taken  to  prevent 
their  natural  born  Subjects  from  going  upon  fuch 
Manufactures  as  did  interfere  with  theirs  at  home  } 
lor  as  People  are  the  Riches  of  a  Kingdom,  if  pro¬ 
perly  employed,  it  would  be  fad  Policy  indeed 
for  Governments  to  (pare  them,  be  at  the  Charge 
of  protecting  them  abroad,  and  yet  allow  them 
tofetup  the  Manufactures  of  their  Mother  King¬ 
doms,  whereby  they  would  fupply  themfelves,  and 
in  relpect  to  Trade  and  Commerce,  throw  them 
into  a  State  of  Independency,  and  the  Commodi¬ 
ties  for  Home  Confumption  that  were  expected  to 
bcraifed  by  their  Induftry,intirely  neglected.  The 
Spaniards  have  very  few  of  their  own,  yet  it  is  faid, 
they  take  Care  to  difcourage  any  of  the  Manu¬ 
factures  of  Europe  being  carried  on  in  their  Plan¬ 
tations  *  they  will  not  fuffer  the  making  of  Wines, 
Oyls,  and  many  other  Things,  becaufe  Old  Spain 
fhould  have  the  Benefit  of  fupplying  them,  and 
alfo  that  they  may  not  be  interrupted  in  railing 
the  Produce  of  their.  Plantations .  The  Portu - 
guefe  have  done  the  like  in  the  Brazils ;  and  the* 
they  have  none  of  their  own,  rather  chufe  to  buy 
the  Manufactures  of  other  European  Countries^ 
becaufe  their  Planters  fhould  not  be  diverted 
from  carrying  on  thofe  of  Sugar  and  Tobacco, 
and  applying  themfelves  to  their  Mines.  And 
we  fee  what  a  mighty  Profit  they  produce  to 
themfelves,  and  what  Riches  France ,  Holland , 
Italy ,  &c.  gain  by  ferving  them  with  their  Ma¬ 
nufactures  *  this  I  think  ought  to  put  us  upon  Con¬ 
siderations,  what  we  ihould  gain  if  our  ,  Colonies 
/  were « 
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were  duly  regulated  and  encouraged,  being  ca¬ 
pable  to  fupply  them  with  all  fuch  Manufactures 
as  they  ffiall  want  by  the.Induftry  of  our  own 
Inhabitants.  The  Regulations  l ranee  has  made 
for  turning  every  Undertaking  in  their  Plantations 
to  the  Good  of  their  Mother  Country,  is  fo  extra¬ 
ordinary,  that  it  delerves  Imitation ;  of  which  I 
haveeifewhere  taken  Notice  in  this  Difcourfe. 

\Vc  have  not  made  Infpection  into  Affairs  of 
this  Nature  as  our  Neighbours  have  done,  but 
when  Neceffity  forces  us  we  begin  to  ftir. 

IRELAND  is  a  particular  Inftance  of 
this,  for  aftor  fro  ell  had  reduced  the  hlatives 
and  brought  that  Kingdom  again  to  the  Obedi¬ 
ence  of  the  Englifi  Government,  great  Numbers 
of  People  went  over  and  fettled  there,  and  rai- 
great  Stocks  of  Cattle,  which  foon  encrea— 
fed  fo  coniiderably,  that  they  exported  great 
Quantities  of  young  Oxen  and  Sheep  hither,  and 
the  Perfons  concern’d  in  that  Traffick,  made  Re- 
turns  in  Cloathing,  Furniture,  fjV,  but  upon  pro¬ 
hibiting  their  Cattle,  they  were  forced  to  manu¬ 
facture  for  Cloathing  themfelves;  if  we  had  then 

laid  fome  fmall  Reftridtions  to  prevent  their  run¬ 
ning  into  the  Woollen  Manufadtury,  and.fcund  out 
Methods  for  putting  them  upon  that  of  Linnen, 
and  given  Encouragement  for  carrying  it  on, 
they  would  have  made  fuch  conliderable  Quanti¬ 
ties  of  Linnen,-  as  would  have  purchafcd  all  their 
Woollen  Cloathing  from  us  ;  but  this  was  wholly 
neglected  as  if  it  was  no  body’s  Bulincfs.  Their 
Neceffity  of  Cloathing  drew  great  Numbers 
oi  our  W’oollen  Manufacturers  from  hence,  and 
making  more  than  was  Efficient  to  fupply  the  In¬ 
habitants,  they  foil  upon  making  fuch  Woollen 
Goods  for  the  Dutch  and  fpanijb  Markets  as  were 
made  in  England.  After  fome  Progrcfs  therein, 
the  Parliament  of  England  {aw  their  cheap  Wooll, 
and  the  Cheapnefs  of  their  Proviiions,  would 
enable  them  to  underiell  us,  and  confcquently  run 

away 
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away  with  the  Trade,  they  therefore  were  forced 
to  make  a  Law  to  reftrain  the  Exportation  of 
thofe  Manufaduresto  Foreign  Parts. 

For  as  this  Kingdom  is  the  Head  and  Seat  of 
the  Evghjh  Empire,  and  is  fupported  by  its  Manu¬ 
factures,  Trade  and  Navigation,  and  thereby  ena¬ 
bled  to  give  Protection  to  all  her  Dominions, 
it  could  not  be  expected  they  would  fuffer  their 
Subjects  to  tranfport  themfelves  into  Ireland ,  there 
to  turn  their  Rivals  in  the  Woollen  Manufacture. 
Neverthelefs  they  took  Care  to  encourage  the 
Linnen  Manufacture,  by  giving  Liberty  to  import 
it  freely  into  this  Kingdom  ;  which  by  the  pro¬ 
per  Care  that  was  taken  by  King  William , 
and  the  Induftry  of  the  Gentlemen  of  Ireland  to 
promote  it,  has  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  they  are 
now  poflefs’d  ofa  Manufacture  as  profitable  to  them 
as  the  Woollen  is  to  us,  according  to  the  Quanti¬ 
ties  they  make,  and  increafing  daily,  which  has 
enabled  them  to  remit  great  Sums  of  Money  for 
Rent  to  feveral  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen,  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  this  Kingdom,  who  have  Eftates  in 
Ireland.  Our  Colonies  are  much  in  the  fame 
State  Ireland  was  in  when  they  began  the  Wool¬ 
len  Manufadury ;  and  as  their  Numbers  increafe, 
will  fall  upon  Manufadures  for  cloathing  them— 
felves,  if  due  Care  be  not  taken  to  find  Employ¬ 
ment  for  them,  in  railing  fuch  Produdions  as  may 
enable  them  to  furnifh  themfelves  with  all  their 
Neceflaries  from  us.  I  fhould  therefore  think  it 
worthy  the  Care  of  the  Government,  to  endeavour 
by  all  poffible  Means  to  encourage  them  in  the 
railing  of  Silk,  Hemp,  Flax,  Iron,Pot-alh,  Sc.  by 
giving  them  competent  Bounties  in  the  Beginning, 
and  fending  over  judicious  and  skilful  Perfons  at 
the  publick  Charge,  to  affift  and  inftrud  them  in  the 
moft  proper  Methods  of  Management  ;  which,  in 
my  Apprehenfion,  would  lay  a  Foundation  for 
eftablifhing  the  moft  profitable  Trade  of  any  we 
have.  And  confidering  the  commodious  Situa¬ 
tion 
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tionofour  Colonics  along  the  Sea-Coaft,  the  great 
Convenience  of  navigable  Rivers  in  all  of them, 
the  Cheapnefsof  Land,  and  the  Ealinefs  of  railing 
Provisions,  great  Numbers  of  People  who  are 
uneafy  in  feveral  Parts  of  Europe ,  would  be  glad 
to  tranfport  themfelves  thither  to  fettle  upon  fuch 
Improvements,  which  when  once  fet  on  Foot, 
would  ealily  be  carried  on  without  much  further 
Affiftance.  Now  as  People  have  been  filled  with 
Fears  that  the  Colonies,  if  encourag'd  to  raife  rough 
Materials,  would  fet  up  for  themfelves,  a  little  Re¬ 
gulation  would  remove  all  thofe  Jcaloufies  out  of 
the  way  as  aforefaid ;  for  then  our  Merchants  and 
Manufacturers  would  find  it  their  Interett  to  pro¬ 
mote  and  affift  them  in  railing  thofe  Materials 
which  might  prove  fo  much  to  their  and  our  mu¬ 
tual  Benefit.  As  for  Example,  they  have  never 
thrown  nor  wove  apy  Silk  as  yet,  that  we  have 
heard  of,  therefore  if  a  Law  was  made  to  prohibit 
the  Ufe  of  any  Throwfter’s  Mill,  or  Doubling  or 
twitting  Silk  with  any  Machine  whatloever,  they 
would  then  fend  it  us  raw  ;  and  as  they  will  have 
the  providing  of  rough  Materials  to  themfelves, 
fo  lhall  we  have  the  manufacturing  of  them.  If 
Encouragement  is  given  for  railing  Hemp,  Flax, 
&c.  doubtlefs  they  will  foon  begin  to  manufac¬ 
ture,  if  not  prevented  :  Therefore,  to  flop  thePro- 
grefs  of  any  fuch  Manufacture,  it  is  propofed,  that 
no  Weaver  there  fhall  have  Liberty  to  fet  up  any 
Looms,  without  firft  regittring  at  an  Office  kept 
for  that  Purpofe  under  the  Governor  of  each  Pro¬ 
vince,  his  Name  and  Place  of  Abode,  and  the 
Name  and  Place  of  Abode  of  every  Journey¬ 
man  that  fhall  work  with  him  :  But  if  any  par¬ 
ticular  Inhabitant  fhall  be  inclined  to  have  any 
Linnen  or  Woollen,  &5V.  made  of  their  own  Spin¬ 
ning,  they  fhould  not  be  abridged  of  the  fame 
Liberty  that  they  now  make  ufe  of,  viz.  to  carry 
it  to  a  Weaver  (who  fhall  be  licenfed  by  the  Go¬ 
vernor)  and  have  it  wrought  up  for  the  Ufe  of 
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the  Family,  but  not  to  be  fold  to  any  Pcrfon  in  a 
private  Manner,  nor  expoled  at  any  Market  or 
Fair,  on  Forfeiture  of 

And  in  as  much  as  they  have  been  fupplied 
with  all  their  Iron  Manufactures  from  hence,  ex¬ 
cept  what  is  ufed  in  the  building  of  Ships,  and 
other  Country  Work,  a  great  deal  above  one 
half  of  our  own  Exports  being  fuppofed  to  be  in 
Nails  ;  a  Manufacture  which  they  allow  has  never 
hitherto  been  carried  on  among  them,  it  is  propc- 
fed,  they  fhall  for  Time  to  come  never  erect  the 
manufacturing  of  any  under  the  Size  of  a  Two 
Shilling  Nail,  Horfe-fhoe-Nails  excepted.  That 
all  Slitting  Mills,  and  Engines  for  Drawing  Wire, 
or  weaving  Stockings,  be  put  down  ;  and  that 
every  Smith  who  keeps  a  common  Forge  or  Shop, 
fhall  regiiter  his  Name  and  Place  of  Abode,  and 
the  Name  of  every  Servant  which  he  fhall  employ- 
which  Licence  fhall  be  renewed  once  every  Year> 
and  pay  fof  the  Liberty  of  working  at  fuch  Trade. 

That  all  Negroes  fhall  be  prohibited  from 
weaving  either  Linnen  or  Woollen,  or  fpinningor 
combing  of  Wooil,  or  working  at  any  Manufac¬ 
ture  of  Iron,  further  than  making  it  into  Pig  or 
Bar  Iron  :  That  they  be  alfo  prohibited  from 
manufacturing  of  Hats,  Stockings,  or  Leather  of 
any  Kind.  This  Limitation  will  not  abridge  the 
Planters  of  any  Privilege  they  now  enjoy  ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  will  turn  their  Induftry  to  promoting 
and  railing  thofe  rough  Materials. 

If  the  Governor  of  each  Province  was  obliged 
to  tranfmit  an  Account  oi  the  Number  of  Matter 
Smiths,  Matter  Weavers,  Matter  Combers,  Num¬ 
ber  of  Looms  and  Number  of  journeymen  em¬ 
ployed  in  each  Manulactury,  to  the  Lords  of 
i Trade  and  Plantations,  with  an  exact  Account 
of  all  new  Comers,  and  their  laft  Place  of  Abode, 

L  they 
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they  would  al  ways  have  Opportunity  of  feeing  the 
Increase  or  Diminution  of  the  Manufactures  of 
the  Colonics,  which  may  be  encouraged  or  de- 
prefled  according  to  their  Wants,  or  the  Danger 
oi  their  too  much  interfering  with  us. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  this  Method  would  allay  the 
Heat  that  fome  People  have  Ihewn,  (without  Rea- 
lon)  ior  deitroymg  the  Iron  Works  in  the  Plan- 
tat  ions  ^  and  pulling  down  all  their  Forges :  taking 
away  in  a  violent  Manner  their  Eftates  and  Pro- 
perties;  preventing  the  Husbandmen  from  gettino- 
their  Plow  Shares,  Carts,  or  other  Utenlils,  mend¬ 
ed  ;  deftroying  the  Manufacture  of  Ship-Building, 
by  depriving  them  of  the  Liberty  of  making 

Bolts,  Spikes,  or  other  things  proper  for  carrying 

on  that  Work,  by  which  Article  Returns  are 
made  for  purchafing  our  Woollen  Manufactures, 
which  is  of  more  than  ten  Times  the  Profit  that 
is  bi ought  into  this  Kingdom  by  the  Exports  of 
Iron  Manufactures. 

Indeed,  if  they  lhall  fet  up  Manufactures,  and 
the  Governmenr  afterwards  fhall  be  under  a  Ne- 
celfity  of  flopping  their  Progrefs,  we  mult  not  ex¬ 
pect  that  it  will  be  done  with  the  fame  Eafe  that 
now  it  may. 

If  it  fhould  be  obje&ed,  that  it  would  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  find  out  tnofe  Manufacturers  who  keep 
Looms  or  Smiths  Forges,  To  fuch  I  anfwer, 
That  it  cannot  be  more  difficult  than  it  is  to  find 
out  Ale  Houfes,  and  oblige  them  to  take  out  Li- 
cenfes,  or  to  colIeCt  the  Window  Lights  with  us  • 
for  Weavers  and  Smiths,  &c.  are  publick  Employ¬ 
ments,  and  known  by  every  Body  in  the  Parifh  * 
and  confequently  any  Affeffinent  or  Rate  may  be 
levied  upon  them  with  as  much  Eafe  as  the 
Window  Tax. 

CHAP.  XXIX. 
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CHAP.  XXIX. 

7*hc  Danger  of  depending  on  the  Cssar  of 
Mufcovy  for  Hetnp  and  Flax.  The  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  being  fupplied  therewith,  as 
well  as  all  other  "Naval  Stores ,  from  our 
own  Plantations.  Naval  Stores  from  the 
Baltick,  and  the  prodigious  Quantities  of 
i  Foreign  Linnens ,  and  Flanders  Lace  im¬ 
ported,  fuppofed  to  exceed  the  Value  of  all 
our  Woohens  exported.  Full  Employment 
for  the  Poor  the  certain  Increafe  of  the 

Riches  of  a  Nation ,  and  Support  of  the 
Landed  Intered. 

j 

HE  M  P  and  Flax  are  fo  ufefiil  in  Naviga- 
.  d°n  and  Trade,  that  we  cannot  poflibly 
do  without  them  ;  the  firft  for  Cordage  of  all 
dorts,  the  latter  for  making  Sail-cloth,  as  well  as 
tor  the  Linnen  Manufactures  that  are  carried  on 
in  this  Kingdom  •  and  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy  be- 
xng  leniible  wc  muft  h&vc  our  Supply  oif  JH[ciiip5 
&5V.  from  him,  has,  in  a  Manner,  made  a  Mono- 
poly  of  it,  and  what  he  fells,  will  have  his  own 
Price  for  in  ready  Money,  or  Bills  of  Exchange, 
and  the  reft  in  fuch  Goods  as  he  thinks  fit.  The 
eceflity  we  are  under  for  thofe  Commodities 
ought  to  put  us  upon  all  imaginable  Care  and 
Study  how  to  provide  them,  left  we  fhould  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  under  the  fame  Neceffity  for  them,  that 
we  were  m  the  Year  1703,  for  Pitch  and  Tar, 
when  the  Government  of  Sweden  abfolutely  re- 
tuled  to  let  us  have  them  for  our  ready  Money, 
otherwife  than  in  their  own  Shipping  from  their 
V  ,  J  L  a  Tar 


Tar  Company  here,  at  their  own  Price,  and  only 
in  fuch  Quantities  as  they  thought  fit.  Upon 
that  Difappoir.tment,  the  Government,  by  allow¬ 
ing  a  coniiderable  Fmcouragement  for  carrying  oh 
the  Manuiabturcs  of  Pitch  and  Tar,  had  {Efficient 
Quantities  from  our  own  Plantations  •  and  it  is 
greatly  to  be  deiired  the  like  Encouragement  was 
given  for  railing  Hemp  and  Flax  ;  ior  fince  we 
have  Plantations  where  Hemp  and  Flax,  and  all 
Sorts  of  Naval  Stores  may  be'  raifed,  with  fo  ma¬ 
ny  and  fo  great  Advantages  to  this  Kingdom,  it 
would  be  unaccountable  to  leave  us  dependant  and 
at  an  Uncertainty  tor  them,  and  to  befupplied  on¬ 
ly  by  a  Prince  that  will  be  paid  for  them  juit 
as  he  pleafes.  : 

It  is  very  well  known,  that  our  Land  is  too 
dear  for  railing  Hemp  and  Flax,  and  what  is 
grown  here  (though  it  is  tough  and  makes  ftrong 
Linnen)  neither  drefies  fo  kindly,  nor  whitens  lo 
well  as  that  which  grows  ip  warmer  Climates. 
In  Ruffia  the  belt  Hemp  -and  Flax  grow  in  the 
Souther moft  Parts  of  the  Kingdom, "  where  the 
Summer  is  hot,  and  the  Air  clear,  and  yet  the 
Flax  is  not  accounted  fo  good  as  that  which 
grows  in  Egypt  or  Italy. 

EGYPT  has  always  been  efteemed  for  its 
Linnen,  and  now  fupplies  Leghorn  with  Quan¬ 
tities,  and  the  Coaft  of  Syria,  Aft  a.  Minor ,  Smyr¬ 
na,  Confiavtimple ,  and  other  great  Cities,  have 
a  Supply  of  Hemp  and  Flax  from  thence.  All 
our  Colonies  (  which  run  Twelve  or  Fourteen 
Hundred  Miles  in  Length,  and  all  the  Way  bor¬ 
der  upon  the  Sea)  have  very  hot  Summers, 
the  Southermoft  Parts  of  them  lie  near  the  fame 
Latitude  with  Egypt,  and  the  North  Part  much 
about  the  fame  with  Ancona,  or  Bologna  in  Italy, 
where  excellent  Hemp  and  Pd  ax  grow  •  therc- 
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fore  we  have  the  greateft  ProlpeCt  to  receive 
mighty  Supplies  of  Hemp  and  flax  from  them. 
Part  of  the  Land  in  the  Colonies  is  very  rich, 
and  of  fo  fmall  Value,  that  there  will  be  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  breaking  up  frefli  as  often  as  there  is  Oc- 
caiion  to  change  the  Ground,  which  if  laid  down, 
will  recover  itielfagain  with  out  the  Charge  ofmar- 
riuringj  as  we  do  here,  to  the  very  great  Damage 
of  our  ploughing  Lands.  Nothing  impoverifhes 
Land  more  than  Hemp  and  Flax,  and  though  it 
is  manured,  that  alone  will  not  do  fo  well,  for 
the  Land  ought  to  be  changed  after  three  or 
four  Crops,  and  generally  the  fineft  and  fatteii 
Pieces  are  converted  tp  that  Ule. 

Thofe  great  Conveniences  of  having  Land  fo 
very'  cheap,  and  fo  fine  a  Climate,  which  we 
know  produces  excellent  Hemp  and  Flax,  fo 
commodioufly  fituaied  along  the  Sea-Coaft,  with 
fuch  Numbers  of  large  Rivers  running  up  the 
Countrey  to  the  molt  inland  Settlements,  where 
Proyilions  may  be  raifed  at  fo  fmall  a  Charge, 
and  where  Work  may  be  done  by  the  Labour 
of  Slaves,  almoft  as  cheap  as  it  is  in  India ,  give 
Ground  to  hope  that  we  may  manufacture  Lin- 
nen  here  cheaper  than  any  Part  of  Europe  cm 
import  them  upon  us  ^  and  the  Colonics  be  as 
profitable  to  us,  by  railing  rough  Materials 
to  carry  on  the  Linnen  Manufacture,  as  the  Sujfex 
and  other  Downs  are  for  fupplving  Wooll  tor 
that  Manufacture,  the  Profits  of  which  we  have 
valued  ourfelves  fo  rpuph  upon,  that  yve  have  fet 
the  reft  of  Europe  to  be  our  Competitors  therein. 
However,  a  great  deal  of  the  Value  we  fet  upon 
it  proceds  from  Miftake,  we  think  abundantly 
more  of  it  than  it  really  is,  the  foreign  Linnen 
and  Flanders  Lace,  Linnen-Yarn  and  Naval 
Stores  imported  into  this  Kingdom,  being  fuppo- 
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icd  to  amount  to  more  than  the  Exports  of  all  our 
Woollens  1  he  Manufacture  of  Linnen  in  Brit¬ 
tany,  and  other  Parts  of  France,  Forty  Years 
ago,  was  thought  to  be  better  to  them  than  the 
\\  oo.  cn  was  to  us;  for  it  was  generally  allow’d 
we  took  aboye  a  Million  a  Year  from  them,  and 
Portugal ,  Spain,  and  the  Spanijh  WcJl-I tidies, 
twice  that  Value, behdes  what  other  Countries  took. 

indeed  they  have  in  fome  Meafure  loft  their 
1  rade  with  us,  we  now  receive  little  from  thence 
ut  what  comes  in  by  Stealth,  or  under  the  De- 
nomination  of  Switz  Linnen  through  Jlfatia , 
their  Cambricks  excepted,  of  which  I  have  elfe- 
w  ere  ta,  en  Notice.  And  now  the  Emperour  of 
Germany  s  Hereditary  Countries,  and  other  Parts 
oi  the  Empire,  have  gained  the  fupplying  of  us, 
w  ic  as  made  them  very  rich  and  powerful. 
Now  as  the  Woollen  Manufacture,  Specially 
tne  coarfe  Part,  has  lpread  itfelf  of  late  into  fe¬ 
deral  Parts  or  the  Kingdom,  which  has  exceeded 
the  Demand,  and  caufed  great  Stocks  to  lie  by, 
if  thofe  rough  Materials  of  Hemp  and  Flax  were 
prepared  in  our  Plantations,  the  People  in  North 
Britain ,  &c.  would  foon  find  the  Advantage  of 
falling  upon  that  Manufacture ;  the  laborious  and 
coarfe  Part  being  performed  abroad,  the  reft 
would  invite  not  only  the  poor  and  neceffitous, 

but  i  eople  of  better  Circumftances  to  employ  their 
lime  in  it.  / 

.  If  thefe  Propofitions  are  heartily  put  in  Prac¬ 
tice,  we  may  hope,  that  by  providing  the  afore- 
faid  rough  Materials,  we  fhould  have  the  dc- 
lightful  ProfpeCt  of  feeing  Trade  fleurifh ;  for 
as  the  Silk  and  Linnen  Manufactures,  where 
brought  to  Perfection,  are  altogether  as  profitable 
to  thofe  Nations  as  the  Woollen  now  is  to 
us  ;  and  as  we  increafe  in  our  Linnen  Manufac¬ 


tures. 
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futures,  thofe  of  Silejia ,  and  all  the  Emp  erour's 
Hereditary  Countries,  from  whence  we  take  fuch 
Quantities,  mult  abate  of  Courfe ;  their  People 
will  alfo  refort  to  us,  and  help  to  carry  them  on 
for  it  has  always  been  obferved,  where  new  Ma¬ 
nufactures  are  fet  up,  and  take  away  Part  from 
another  Country,  the  Manufacturers  will  likewife 
remove  ;  this  was  the  Cafe  of  the  Flemmings  when 
Queen  Elizabeth  gave  fuch  great  Encouragement 
to  have  the  Woollen  Manufacture  removed  hi¬ 
ther,  and  ours  when  we  had  that  Inundation  of 
China  and  India  wrought  Silks,  our  "Weavers 
went  to  Holland,  Flanders ,  France ,  £?<r.  and  fe- 
veral  Streets  in  Spittlejields  were  almolt  defolate 
and  when  thofe  Silks  were  prohibited,  the  Ma¬ 
nufacturers  returned  again. 

It  is  fuppofed  the  Ruffians  export  to  England 
and  all  other  Parts  in  Hemp  and  Flax,  above  the 
Value  of  a  Million  a  Year.  If  Hemp  and  Flax 
be  fo  valuable  a  ProduCt  for  Merchandize  with 
them,  there  feems  to  be  a  much  greater  ProfpeCt 
of  enriching  ourfelves  by  railing  them  in  our 
Plantations. 

i-  Becaufe  they  will  not  be  fubjeCt  to  any  Land 

Carriage,  but  ihipp’d  immediately  from  the  Place 
of  Growth. 

i.  Becaufe  Land  is  much  cheaper  in  our  Plan¬ 
tations  than  in  the  South  Parts  of  Raffia. 

3.  The  Climate  being  equal  with  that  in  Egypt 
and  Italy ,  is  fuppofed  to  produce  Hemp  and  Flax 
preferable  to  theirs. 

Sir  Joftah  Child  fays,  That  in  the  Plantations 
of  Sugar  and  Tobacco,  every  white  Man  there 
employs  four  Perfons  at  home;  he  means,  we 
fuppofe,  in  providing  Cloatbs,  part  of  their  Food, 
and  all  Sorts  of  Utenlils  for  carrying  on  their 

Bufinefs. 
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Bufinefs.  If  Sugar  and  Tobacco  employ  fuch  a 
Number  of  Hands  at  home,  certainly  every  Per- 
fon  employed  in  the  Plantations  in  railing  and 
dreffing  Hemp  and  Flax,  mult  by  his  Labour 
there  return  more  than  twice  the  Advantage  that 
can  be  produced  by  Sugar  and  Tobacco,  tor  they 
are  manufactured  in  the  Plantations ,  the  refining 
the  Sugar,  and  cutting  Tobacco,  with  the  little 
Quantity  that  is  rolled,  excepted;  whereas  Flax 
and  Hemp  are  Materials  lor  employing  all  idle 
Hands,  and  of  Confequence  the  Poors  Rate  will 
foon  be  abated,  and  the  Nation  will  find  in  a  lit¬ 
tle  Time  what  they  fave  yearly  thereby,  will  be 
more  than  fufficient  to  encourage  the  People  to 
begin  that  Employment. 

I  mention  Part  of  the  Poors  Rate,  becaufe 
they  mull  be  maintained  by  our  Lands  if  Em¬ 
ployment  is  not  provided  for  them;  and  abun¬ 
dance  are  thrown  upon  the  Parilhes  for  Want  of 
Work;  others  make  that  a  Pretext  for  their  beg¬ 
ging  from  Place  to  Place:  But  where  Work- 
houfes  have  been  built,  tho’  Materials  for  em¬ 
ploying  the  Poor  are  fcarce,  yet  fome  publick- 
fpirited  Men  have  there  maintained  them  for  half 
the  Expence  they  wrere  at  before  thofe  Work- 
houfes  were  e  reded :  This  fhevys  what  good  Oe- 
conpmy  can  do,  and  the  Happinefs  it  is  to  thofe 
Places  who  have  fuch  Gentlemen  to  dired  and 
affift  them. 

I  mutt  obferve,  that  *  Silk,  Hemp  and  Flax, 
may  be  carried  on  by  the  fame  Hands,  and  not 
interfere  one  with  another ;  for  after  the  fowing 
of  Hemp  and  Flax,  the  Mulberry-leaves  come  to 
be  in  Perfedion  for  feeding  the  Silk- Worms;  and 

the 

■*  i  can’t  well  avoid  mentioning  of  Silk  heve,  but  I  hat  e 
treated  of  the  Methods  of  carrying  it  on  in  a  Chapter  by  itfelf. 
to  which  I  relcr 
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the  Silk  Harveft  (as  it  is  called)  is  over  before 
Hemp  and  Flax  are  ripe ;.  thus  the  Perfons  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Silk  may  turn  their  Hands  to  that 
of  Hemp  and  Flax,  the  breaking  and  dreffing  of 
which  may  be  Work  for  them  all  the  reft  of  the 
Yean  The  Stocks  and  Utenfils  to  be  employed 
in  them  will  coft  but  a  fmall  Matter,  but  the 
Care  of  the  Government  to  fupply  them  with  Flax 
and  Hemp  Seed,  at  their  firft  beginning,  as  well 
as  Seed  for  producing  Silk-worms  to  be  delivered 
to  the  Planters  at  the  proper  Seafons,  v/ill  be 
abfolutely  neceflary,  and  to  renew  the  fame  if 
there  fhould  be  Occafion  ;  and  when  once  got  into 
proper  Methods  the  Charge  will  be  over.  Iffuch 
a  publick  Spirit  prevailed  now  for  promoting  the 
general  Intereft  of  the  Nation,  as  did  in  our  No¬ 
bility  and  Gentry  upon  the  firft  fettling  of  our 
Plantations )  we  might  raife  fufficient  Quantities  of 
rough  Materials  for  carrying  on  all  our  Home 
Manufactures. 

And  if  once  we  come  to  be  fupplied  with  Hemp 
and  Flax  by  the  aforefaid  Methods,  every  Place 
will  be  filled  with  Flax-drcflers,  and  the  Over- 
Peers  of  the  Poor  of  every  Parifh,  where  the  Wooll 
Spinning  Trade  is  not  carried  on,  may  very  eaii- 
ly  come  at  Hemp  and  Flax,  which  they  will  find 
as  profitable  to  them,  as  the  Woollen  is  to  the 
other;  and  the  more  diftinCt  the  Employment  is 
the  better,  for  many  Inconveniencies  have  attend¬ 
ed  one  Manufacture  interfering  with  another ; 
befide  there  will  be  an  Intercourse  of  Trade  crea¬ 
ted  by  one  Fart  of  the  Kingdom  (applying  the 
other  with  their  diftinCt  Manufactures;  this  will 
give  full  Employment  to  the  whole  Kingdom, 
and  an  universal  Chearfulnefs  to  every  Body :  For 
the  Poor  are  never  happier,  nor  their  Minds  ca¬ 
ber*  than  when  they  have  full  Employment ;  and 
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when  they  are  employed,  Riches  are  diffued  over 
the  Nation. 

It  is  a  common  Opinion,  that  we  have  above  a 
Million  of  People  in  the  three  Nations  deftitute  of 
Work*  but  if  thofo  rough  Materials,  (fo  often 
mentioned  in  this  Difoourfo,)  fhould  come  to  be 
raifed  in  our  Plantations ,  there  need  not  be  one 
idle  Perfon.  Now  fuppofe  that  One  Million  of 
People  were  put  upon  manufacturing  thofe  rough 
Materials,  and  each  Perfon  earned  but  one  Penny 
a  Day,  and  allowing  but  Three  hundred  working 
Days  in  a  Year,  it  would  amount  to  1,250,000  /. 
Now  as  I  have  already  faid,  the  Importation  of 
foreign  Linnen,  Flanders  Lace,  and  Naval  Stores, 
amount  to  more  than  all  our  Woollens  exported, 
it  is  aftonifhing  that  fo  wife  a  Nation  as  this  does 
not  take  Care  to  regulate  thofe  Matters,  and  have 
the  greateit  Part  of  thofo  Linnens  made  in  the 
three  Kingdoms.  All  other  Nations  of  Europe 
are  fo  wife  as  to  make  Linnen  enough  for  their 
own  Ufe,  Portugal ,  Spain ,  and  what  is  imported 
into  Italy ,  excepted  •  and  if  the  Government  does 
not  take  c^are  to  put  thofo  poor  People  into  pro¬ 
per  Regulations  and  Employments,  they  muft  con¬ 
tinue  in  Mifory  and  Want. 

Setting  up  the  making  of  Pitch  and  Tar  in  our 
Plantations  was  very  advantageous  \  there  was  in¬ 
deed  very  great  Encouragement  given  to  begin 
that  Undertaking,  which  had  its  delired  End,  ai}d 
vaft  Quantities  of  Pitch  and  Tar  were  imported ; 
and  it  is  hoped  feme  Encouragement  win  be  re¬ 
newed  again,  that  the  Swedes  and  Ruffians ,  &c. 

may  not  regain  the  Importation  of  that  Commo¬ 
dity  upon  us. 

As  to  Pot-afh,  that  has  never  yet  been  under¬ 
taken,  dip*  doubtlcfs  our  Plantations ,  if  once  got 
into  the  right  Way  of  making  it,  would  fufficiently 
fupply  us  with  all  that  we  want.  Our 
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Oar  Plantations  in  America  abound  with  vail 
Quantities  of  Timber,  and  the  Navigation  from 
A  ew-Engl, and.  Nova  Scotiay  or  Newfoundland , 
is  not  more  tedious,  nor  at  a  greater  Di  fiance 
from  us  than  the  Bottom  of  the  Bothnick  Gulph , 
or  Petersburg  :  But  thofe  Places  having  been 
long  in  Trade,  and  a  conflant  Demand  from  us 
lor  that  Commodity,  they  always  have  great 
Stocks  of  Timber  ready  fquar’d,  and  Boards  lying 
ready  to  load  a  Ship  of  Five  or  Six  Hundred 
Ton  in  Ten  or  Twelve  Days  ;  but  hitherto  we 
have  never  had  Stocks  lying  ready  in  our  Plan¬ 
tations ,  nor  any  Encouragement  for  building 
large  bulky  Ships,  fuch  as  are  ufed  by  the  Danes 
and  Swedesy  who  fail  with  a  few  Hands,  and 
at  a  fmall  Charge.  What  Timber  we  have  had 
hitherto  come  directly  to  England ,  has  been  ra¬ 
ther  put  on  board  to  fill  up,  when  Tobacco  or 
other  Merchandize  has  not  been  to  be  had ;  and 
therefore' no  Care  has  hitherto  been  taken  to  make 
it  a  regular  Trade,  which  may  hereafter  deferve 
further  Confederation. 


CHAP.  XXX. 


( 9 2 ; 

CHAP.  XXX. 


Concerning  Raw  Silk,  and  Methods  for  be¬ 
ing  /applied  therewith. 

i 

J  T  hath  been  a  Difpufe  among  Travellers,  whe¬ 
ther  the  Manufa&dre  of  Silk,  Woollen,  or 
innen,  is  moft  confiderable  in  the  World  :  Many 
of  them  fay  the  Silk  Manufacture  exceeds  either 
of  the  other  Two,  and  they  give  this  Reafon  for 
it,  that  the  People  of  China ,  who  are  computed 
to  be  Two  Hundred  Millions  in  Number,  are 
chiefly  cloathed  with  Silk  Garments  }  which  in- 
difputably  demonftrates  it  to  abound  with  the 
greateft  Quantity  of  Silk  of  any  Country  in  the 
World,  it  being  there  fo  very  plentiful  and  cheap, 
that  feveral  of  the  Jefuits  affirm,  five  Suits  ofSilk 
do  not  exceed  the  Price  of  one  Suit  of  Woollen 
in  Europe  ;  however,  I  final  1  not  trouble  my  Rea¬ 
der  with  thofe  nice  Calculations,  only  Ihew  the 
great  Ufe  of  Silk  in  Chi  na ,  and  fome  other  Parts 
of  the  World,  and  that  there  cannot  be  a  more 
profitable  Manufacture-carried  on. 

It  is  certain  that  Perfia ,  India  and  China ,  had 
the  Manufacture  ofSilk  long  before  it  came  into 
Europe ,  for  the  firft  that  was  brought,  was  in  the 
Time  of  Auguji us,  according  to  Dr.  Pr'ideaiix^ 
and  other  Authors. 

We  manufacture  very  great  Quantities  of 
Thrown  and  Raw  Silk  in  this  Kingdom,  which 
is  thought  to  be  fix  Times  as  much  as  it  was  40 
Years  ago,  for  then  we  were  lupplied  with  French 
and  Italian  Silks,  all  fully  manufactured. 

The  Silk  we  have  from  Italy  is  generally 
Thrown,  and  ferves  for  Warp  for  our  Manufac¬ 
tures,  the  greateft  Part  from  Piedmont ,  the  whole 
?  *  Frin- 
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Principality  not  larger  than  a  fmatt  Englijh  Coun¬ 
ty?  yet  it  is  thought  the  King  of  Sardinia  re¬ 
ceives  at  leaft  Two  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  of 
us  yearly  for  that  Commodity,  and  all  ready 
Money,  for  he  hath  loaded  all  our  Manufactures 
with  very  high  Duties,  (which  is  in  EffeCt  a  Pro¬ 
hibition)  and  admits  thofe  of  France  at  a  final! 
Cuftom }  for  which  Reafon,  they  fupply  his  Do¬ 
minions  with  Woollen  Manufactures.  The  Prizes 
we  pay  him  for  Thrown  Silk  are  alfo  extravagant, 
being  in  general  above  twenty  Shillings  for  every 
Pound  ;  neverthelefs  he  appears  to  be  very  fond  of 
keeping  us  dependant  on  him ;  for  an  Engine  or 
Machine  being  ereCted  in  this  Kingdom  for  throw¬ 
ing  Raw  Silk  into  Organzine,  to  prevent  the  Ufe 
thereof,  we  are  told,  he  hath  prohibited  the  Ex¬ 
portation  of  Raw  Silk  out  of  his  Dominions,  and 
we  have  now  none  from  thence  but  what  is  got  by 
ftealth ;  however  the  Markets  are  open  to  other 
Parts  of  Italy . 

The  Province  of  Gilcn ,  and  part  of  the  Provin¬ 
ces  of  Shervan  and  Georgia ,  are  the  Places  that 
fupply  us  with  Legee  or  Sherbaffe,  or  what  is  cal¬ 
led  Turkey  Silk,  the  Price  there  does  not  exceed 
nine  or  ten  Shilling  the  great  Pound,  but  it  bears 
a  Land  Carriage  of  near  One  thoufand  Miles,  and 
paffes  through  feveral  Hands,  who  all  get  a  Profit 
by  it  before  it  comes  to  us.  The  Addition  of 
Land  Carriage,  and  feveral  Duties  paid  thereon, 
we  are  informed  makes  it  fell  at  Aleppo  for  nine¬ 
teen  or  twenty  Shillings. 

The  Silk  of  Bengal  is  much  inferior  in  Quali¬ 
ty,  neither  bears  fb  good  a  Glofs,  nor  does  halt 
the  Service  in  fome  Manufactures,  nor  fit  for 
throwing  into  Organzine,  fo  that  at  prefent  we  are 
forced  to  take  of  that  cicar  Italian  Siik  foi  the 
Warp  of  all  our  Manufactures.  The  Silk  of  China 
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is  of  excellent  'Staple,  and  cofts  little  more  than 
one  third  of  the  Price  that  we  pay  for  Italian 
oilk,  but  the  Duty  being  but  eighteen  Pence  on 
Italian  and  Turkey  Raw  Silk,  and  that  being  at 
lour  Shillings,  prevents  any  Quantity  from  coming 

I  have  before  obferved,  that  the  whole  Country 
ot  China ,  is  in  a  Manner  cloathed  with  Silk  of 
their  own  manufacturing,  and  Japan  is  fupplied 
from  thence,  and  their  Manufactures  are  fent  all 
over  lndia')  Perfta,  and  even  into  Europe ,  and 
tne  Spanijh  Weft-Indies .  Two  Provinces  are  cf- 
teemed  beyond  the  reft  for  the  Excellency  of  their 
oilk,  viz,  Chekiam  and  Nanking ,  with  which  it 
is  faid  Garments  for  the  Royal  Family  and  Gran¬ 
dees  of  the  Kingdom  are  made, 

As  we  have  but  one  Water  Engine  for  throwing 
Silk  in  the  Kingdom,  if  that  ihould  be  deftroyed 
by  lure,  or  any  other  Accident,  it  would  make 
t  he  Continuance  of  throwing  fine  Silk  among  us 
very  precarious ;  and  it  is  very  much  to  be  doubt¬ 
ed,  whether  all  the  Alen  now  living  in  the  King¬ 
dom  could  .make  fuch  another }  and  as  we  have 
commodious  Rivers  for  that  Purpofe,  whofe 
•Streams  hold  all  the  Year,  and  run  thorough 
large  Towns  where  fcarcel y  any  Manufactures  are 
carried  on,  I  am  humbly  of  Opinion  it  would  be 
matter  of  the  greateft  Confequence  to  our  Silk 
Manufacture,  to  have  three  or  four  more  erected, 
according  to  the  Model  of  that  at  Derby,  (though 
at  the  publick  Charge,)  which  would  give  feme 
Hopes  of  keeping  that  Manufacture  among  us 
for  ever;  and  we  ihould  come  in  for  a  Part  of  the 
fine  Raw  Silk  of  Granada ,  Valenti  a ,  Murcia , 
and  other  Provinces  of  Spain ,  as  well  as  the 
Products  of  feveral  Parts  of  Italy,  in  exchange  for 
our  Woollen 'Manufactures,  and  not  be  tied  down 
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to  the  ItriCt  Rules  of  paying  our  ready  Money,  as 
we  are  now,  to  the  Puke  of  Savoy ;  and  when 
once  fully  employed,  the  Profit  in  a  fhort  Time 
might  defray  the  whole  Expence, 

If  the  Duty  was  taken  off  China  Silk,  and  made 
equal  with  that  of  Italy  and  Turkey ,  and  all  Du¬ 
ties  allowed  to  be  drawn  back  upon  re-exporting, 
as  it  is  now  upon  Raw,  and  that  and  other  fine 
Silk  thrown  here,  it  would  come  fo  cheap,  that  we 
fhould  be  able  to  underfel  moil  Parts  of  Europe , 
and  draw  a  Demand  from  Germany ,  Holland ,  Flan¬ 
ders,  Spain ,  Portugal ,  and  other  Places,  which 
might  fave  and  bring  into  this  Nation  200,000 1. 
yearly. 

The  Cheapnefs  of  thrown  Silk  will  encreafethe 
Demand  for  Turkey  Silk,  which  may  here  be  no¬ 
ted,  is  only  fit  for  Shute  or  Woof,  and  not  fit 
for  making  Warp  or  Cane  for  any  Silk  Manufac¬ 
ture,  that  being  all  Italian ;  and  therefore  the 
greater  Quantity  we  have  of  fine  Silk  fit  to  be 
thrown  into  Organzine,  the  greater  Quantity  of 
Turkey  Silk  will  be  ufed  for  Shute,  and  confe- 
quently  a  greater  Demand  for  our  Woollen  Cloths 
for  the  Turkey  Trade,  which  are  given  in  Barter 
for  the  laid  Silk.  If  we  had  not  that  fine  Italian 
Silk  for  Warp,  our  Confumption  of  Turkey  Silk 
would  be  very  inconsiderable. 

A  great  deal  might  be  laid  upon  the  advanta¬ 
geous  Profpedt  of  having  China  Silk  to  carry  on 
our  Manufactures  j  but  as  I  faid  fomething  on  this 
Head  in  the  Article  of  Trade  be  tween  England 
and  India ,  and  there  fpoke  to  the  Nature  and  Ex¬ 
cellency  of  it,  I  refer  to  that. 

But  notwithftanding  the  great  Advantages  J 
apprehend  we  might  receive  by  having  Silk  from 
China  if  the  Duty  was  lefiened,  I  am  not  wholly 
for  depending  on  that,  being  very  well  affured,  if 

Care 
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Care  was  taken  to  cultivate  and  improve  the  rai¬ 
ling  of  Silk  in  our  Plantations ,  Carolina ,  Virgi¬ 
nia^  Alaryland  and  P enjilvania ,  would  produce 
the  belt  of  Silk,  and  as  fit  for  Organzine  as  any 
in  the  World }  for  thefe  Countries  produce  valt 
Numbers  of  white  and  other  Mulberry-trees, 
which  glow  wild  and  fpring  up  almoft  every  where 
in  great  Abundance,  which  looks  as  if  Nature  had 
called  us  thithei  to  propagate  that  ^Manufacture  i 
and  if  put  on  Foot,  would  in  Time  be  of  as  great 
Advantage  to  this  Nation,  as  any  Employment 
in  the  Plantations}  for  as  I  have  already  obferved, 
the  Manufacture  of  Silk  is  a  molt  profitable  Un¬ 
dertaking,  where  the  Land  and  Air  is  proper  for 
railing  it. 

The  valt  Riches  of  China  by  this  Manufacture 
is  fufficient  to  demonltrate  the  great  Advantage 
thereof }  and  the  extraordinary  Treafure  the  Duke 
of  Savoy  draws  into  his  Country  by  Silk,  which  is 
made  in  that  little  Principality  of  Piedmont ,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  is  alfo  another  Inltance } 
we  may  judge,  if  he  draws  above  Two  hundred 
thoufand  Pounds  a  Year  from  England ,  what  his 
Profits  are  which  he  draws  from  Holland ,  and  o- 
ther  Places  where  the  Manufacture  is  carried  on  to 
a  very  great  Degree. 

We  are  informed  the  very  Land  for  planting 
of  Mulberry-trees  in  many  Parts  of  Italy  >  is  worth 
from  three  to  five  Pounds  an  Acre,  and  Gentle¬ 
men  there,  as  well  as  in  Sicily  ^  fell  their  Mulberry 
Leaves  to  the  Poor  for  half  the  Silk  they  make, 
and  the  Money  is  equally  divided  between  them 
upon  Sale  of  the  Silk ;  and  that  the  Leaves  of  a 
Tree  there  hath  yielded  three  or  four  Pounds. 
Now  if  the  Manufacture  of  Silk,  and  the  planting 
of  Mulberry-trees  has  raifed  the  Land  to  be  fo 
valuable,  and  fome  Gentlemen  receive  fuch  con- 
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fderable  Revenues  from  their  Crops  of  Leaves, 
very  great  Things  may  be  expected  by  our  en¬ 
couraging  and  promoting  the  Manufacture  of  Silk 
in  our  Colonies,  where  as  much  Land  may  be  had 
for  Six  Pence,  as  in  Italy  for  Five  Pounds.  And 
if  great  Numbers  of  Mulberry-trees  were  planted 
among  the  Indian  Nations  bordering  on  our 
Settlements,  and  fome  skilful  good  tempered  Per- 
fons  employed  to  inflruCt  them  in  the  proper  Sea- 
fons  for  gathering  Leaves,  and  feeding  the  Worms, 
and  rewarding  them  bountifully  for  their  Pains, 
thofe  People  might  be  brought  to  be  very  profi¬ 
table  Subjects  to  this  Nation.  The  Spaniards^ 
notwithstanding  their  Pride,  have  found  Condc- 
fcention  enough  to  inflruCt  the  Indians  under 
their  JurifdiCtion,  to  make  them  very  ferviceable 
in  carrying  on,  and  improving  the  Manufactures 
of  Indigo,  Cocheneal,  and  feveral  Others,  to  the 
great  Advantage  o  I  New-Spaing  and  the  Frenchy 
in  their  Settlements  about  the  River  St.  Lawrence , 
the  great  Lakes,  and  even  to  the  Mi[jifipiy  take 
a  great  deal  of  Pains  to  inflruCt  them  in  every 
Thing  they  think  may  contribute  towards  enrich¬ 
ing  their  Mother  Country.  They  go  with  them 
on  their  long  Travels  in  their  Hunting  Seafons • 
and  now  they  have  got  Cape  Breton ,  I  am  inform¬ 
ed,  make  thofe  Indians  inhabiting  that  Part  of 
the  Continent  very  ufeful  to  them  in  their  Fifhe- 
ties.  If  the  Spaniards  and  French  can  draw 
thofe  People  to  be  fo  ferviceable  to  them,  I  do  not 
fee  it  is  impoffible,  if  Kindnefs,  Juftice,and  good 
Nature  was  fhewed  them,  but  they  may  be  brought 
to  be  very  ferviceable  to  us  alfo. 

As  I  have  already  obferved,  China  produces 
the  greateft  Quantity  of  Silk,  Ferfia  a  very  great 
deal,  as  well  as  Turkey  and  Italy,  It  may  here  be 
noted,  that  very  few  Places  arc  agreeable  to  the 

*  ■  N  Sillp- 
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Silk- worm,  and  no  Part  of  the  World  better  than 
in  our  Colonies,  no  Silk  clearer,  more  glofly,  of 
a  better  Body,  nor  fitter  to  anfwer  the  Ufe  of 
fine  thrown  Silk  we  have  from  Italy,  than  the 
fmall  Quantity  of  Silk  that  has  been  imported 
from  thence. 

.  It  is  generally  obferved,  that  all  thofe  Coun¬ 
tries  that  produce  the  bell  Silk,  border  upon  the 
Sea,  and  lie  pretty  near  the  fame  Latitude  •  our 
Plantations ,  the  Province  of  Gilon  and  Nanking , 
and  Chekiam  in  China ,  all  border  upon  the  Sea5 
and  are  pretty  near  the  fame  Latitude.  Thofe 
Places  in  T 'urkey  that  produce  Silk,  border  upon 
the  Sea,  and  Italy  and  Sicily  are  m  a  IvTanner 
environed  by  the  Sea;  and  the  Provinces  of  Gra¬ 
nada,  Murcia,  and  Valencia  in  Spain  the  Places 
that  produce  the  bell  Silk,  as  well  as  Languedoc 
and  Provence  in  France,  all  lie  upon  the  Sea  • 
Canton  in  China ,  and  Bengal  in  India  lie  Ten 
Degrees  more  to  the  Southward,  the  Air  of  which 
Countries  being  hotter,  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  Rea- 
fon  why  the  Silk  is  of  a  baler  Sort. 

As  the  great  Advantages  that  arife  to  Portugal 
and  Spain ,  as  well  as  to  us  in  our  Sugar  and  To- 
hacco  Plantations,  is  by  the  cheap  Labour  of  Ne¬ 
groes  or  Slaves,  the  fame  Cheapnefs  of  Labour 
might  be  oi.  molt  prodigious  Advantage  to  us, 
it  employed  in  cur  Colonies,  in  producing  and  ma¬ 
king  of  Silk,  and  when  that  is  over,  may  turn 
their  Hands  to  railing  and  dreffing  of  Hemp  and 
filax,  the  Charge  being  little  more  than  their 
Cloathing  from  England-,  for  the  Earth  there 
produces  Provifions  in  Abundance. 

We  are  told  by  Gentlemen  ofgood  Intelligence, 
the  whole  Charge  of  making  a  Pound  of  Silk  in 
China  does  not  Hand  in  above  Five  Shillings,  and 
almolt  any  Perfon,  Man,  Woman  or  Child  may 
■  .  .  .  work 
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work  at  it  \  and  a  Man  or  Woman,  with  a  Child 
toaffiit  in  directing  the  Thread  of  the  Silk,  may, 
with  a  proper  Machine,  reel  from  the  Cocone  or 
Silk-bag,  one  Pound  in  a  Day.  *  - 

Where  they  have  Land  for  little  or  nothing 
and  Labour  performed  as  above,  it  is  not  reafon- 
able  to  fuppofe  that  Silk  can  ftand  in  fo  much. 
Now  a  Manufacture  of  this  Kind  might  be  brought 
in  a  little  Time  to  fo  great  a  Degree  of  Perfection, 
and  fuch  Quantities  railed,  that  I  Ihould  think 
the  Labour  of  Slaves  employed  in  this  Work, 
would  produce  above  twice  as  much  as  thofe  that 
are  employed  in  planting  either  Sugar  or  Tobac¬ 
co  ;  and  as  this  Nation  very  much  inclines  to  the 
wearing  Silk  Garments  in  Imitation  of  the  French , 
to  the  great  Difcouragement  of  our  Woollen  Ma¬ 
nufacture,  the  Manufacture  of  Silk  from  our 
Plantations  would  not  only  enable  us  to  fupply 
ourfelves,  but  to  be  capable  of  exporting  very 
great  Quantities  of  Silk  fully  manufactured. 
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CHAP.  XXXI. 

Plantations  one  great  Caufe  of  enriching 

this  Nation. 

T  is  plain,  that  the  Maritime  Kingdoms  and 
States  of  Europe ,  have  increafed  in  Riches 
and  Power,  in  Proportion  to  the  right  Regulati¬ 
ons  of  their  Trade,  the  Improvement  of  Manu¬ 
factures,  the  Increafe  of  their  Shipping,  and  the 
Extent  of  their  Navigation,  which,  I  think,  is 
clearly  demonftrated  by  the  Practice  of  feveral 
Princes  and  States  treated  on  in  this  Difcourfe. 

It  was  not  the  Fortune  of  England  t o  be  con- 
fiderable  in  Trade  and  Navigation  till  the  Reign 
of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  who  by  the  vigorous  Ap¬ 
plication  of  her  Miniftry,  found  Methods  of  re¬ 
moving  the  Woollen  Manufacture  from  Flanders , 
.and  eftablifhed  it  here,  which  has  made  a  mighty 
Progrefs,  and  fpread  itfelf  all  over  this  Kingdom; 
they  found  out  Methods  of  enlarging  Foreign 
Trade,  fent  Ambafladors  to  India ,  Perfia ,  Pur- 
key ,  Mufcovy ,  where  they  found  Markets  for 

our  Woollen  Manufactures,  and  other  ProduCts 
of  this  Kingdom.  But  that  which  exceeded  them 
all,  wras  the  finding  out  our  Plantations  by  Sir 
Walter  Rawleigh  and  others,  which  Difcoveries 
were  improved  by  thofe  worthy  Patriots  in  her 
Succefibr’s  Time,  who  compleated  many  Settle¬ 
ments  both  in  the  Sugar  and  Tobacco  Plantations , 
which  where  indeed  the  Caufe  of  the  Encreafe  of 
our  Shipping  and  Navigation,  and  the  Promo¬ 
ters  were  fenlible  of  the  great  Advantages  fuc- 
ceeding  Ages  would  receive,  provided  the  fame 
Application  wras  ufed.  But  the  prefent  Age  is  fo 
far  unacquainted  with  the  Caufe  of  the  Increafe 
of  our  Riches,  that  they  rather  interrupt, 
than  encourage  it,  and  inffcad  of  enlarging,  lay 
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Hold  of  fome  fmall  trifling  Things  which  they 
think  may  touch  their  private  Intcrelt,  rather 
than  promote  the  general  Good ;  and  it  they  think 
any  Commodity  from  the  Plantations  interferes 
with  fomething  we  have  at  home,  fome  hafty  Step 
is  taken  to  prevent  it ;  fo  that  for  the  fake  of  la¬ 
ving  a  Penny,  we  often  debar  ourfelves  of  Things 
of  a  thoufand  Times  the  Value. 

This  Misfortune  will  happen  to  any  trading' 
Nation,  if  the  Perfons  who  have  the  Regulati¬ 
on  of  the  Commerce  do  not  underftand  it  well 
enough  to  diftinguilh  nicely  between  thofc  Chan¬ 
nels  by  which  their  Riches  flow  in  upon  them,  and 
thofe  that  carry  them  away  ;  and  therefore  when 
Things  are  carried  into  a  wrong  Channel  by  fome 
of  the  Planters,  Merchants  are  afraid  to  men¬ 
tion  thofe  Diforders  for  Fear  the  Remedy  lhould 
prove  worfe  than  the  Difeale.  1  he  Gentlemen  t 
that  would  judge  of  thofe  things,  ought  to  inform 
themfelves  what  this  Nation  was  150  Years  ago, 
how  we  have  encreafed  in  Riches  iince  that  Time, 
what  Price  Corn,  Cattle  and  Land  bore  then,  and 
what  now,  and  what  concurring  Circumftances 
have  put  us  in  fo  flounfhing  a  Condition,  who 
were  then  fo  inconfiderable  in  Trade,  that  even 
London ,  the  Metropolis  of  this  Kingdom,  made 
but  a  imall  Figure  to  what  Bruges ,  Antwerp,  and 
other  Hans  Towns  did,  as  well  as  the  great  Ci¬ 
ties  in  the  Mediterranean. 

If  we  examine  into  the  Circumftances  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  our  Plantations,  and  our  own,  it 
will  appear  that  not  one  fourth  Part  of  their  Pro¬ 
duct  redounds  to  their  own  Profit ;  for  out  of  ail 
that  comes  here,  they  only  carry  back  Cloathing, 
and  other  Accommodations  for  their  Families,  all 
which  is  of  the  Manufacture  and  Merchandize  of 
this  Kingdom. 
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If  any  'Thing  to  fpare,  it  is  laid  up  here,  and 
their  Children  are  fent  home  to  be  educated.  If 
there  is  enough  to  fupport  the  Family,  they  come 
here,  and  only  an  Overfeer  is  left  upon  the  Plan¬ 
tation  to  direct,  and  the  whole  Produce  is  remit¬ 
ted  home  ;  _  and  if  enough  to  purchafe  an  Eilatc, 
then  it  is  laid  out  in  Old  England :  All  thofe  Ad¬ 
vantages  we  receive  by  the  Plantations ,  belides 
the  Mortgages  On  the  Planters  Eftates,  and  the 
high  Intereft  they  pay  us,  which  is  very  confider- 
able,  and  therefore  very  great  Care  ought  to  be 
taken  in  regulating  all  Affairs  of  the  Colonies, 
that  the  Planters  be  not  put  under  too  many  Dif¬ 
ficulties,  but  encouraged  to  go  on  cheerfully  • 
they  are  born  with  us,  or  the  Defendants  of  fuch, 
and  we  know  nothing  but  the  Want  of  the  Means 
to  live  at  home  keeps  them  abyead.  There  are 
very  few  trading  or  manufacturing  Towns  in  the 
Kingdom  but  have  fome  Dependance  on  the  Plan¬ 
tation  Trade. 

NFJV-ENGLAND  and  the  Northern  Co¬ 
lonies  have  not  Commodities  and  Products  e- 
nough  to  fend  us  in  Returns  for  purchafing  their 
necefiary  Cloathing,  &c.  but  are  under  very  great 
Difficulties,  and  therefore  any  ordinary  Sort  fells 
with  them  }  and  when  they  are  grown  out  of 
Fafhion  with  us,  they  are  new  faffiioned  enough 
there  }  and  therefore  thofe  Places  are  the  great 
Markets  we  have  to  difpofe  of  fuch  Goods,  which 
are  generally  fent  at  the  Rifque  of  the  Shop-keep¬ 
ers  and  Traders  of  England ,  who  are  the  great 
Exporters,  and  not  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  as  fome  have  imagined.  As  the  Colonies  are 
a  Market  for  thofe  forts  of  Goods,  fo  they  are  a 
Pveceptacle  for  young  Merchants  who  have  not 
Stocks  of  their  own  *  and  therefore  all  our  Plan¬ 
tations  are  filled  with  fuch  who  receive  the  Con* 
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ilgnments  of  their  Friends  from  hence,  and  when 
they  have  got  a  iufficient  Stock  to  trade  with, 
they  generally  return  home,  and  other  young  Men 
take  their  Places ;  fo  that  the  continual  Motion 
and  Intercourfe  our  People  have  into  the  Colo¬ 
nies  may  be  compared  to  Bees  of  a  Hive,  which 
go  out  empty,  but  come  back  again  loaded,  by 
which  means  the  Foundation  of  many  Families  is 
laid.  The  N  umbers  of  Sailors  and  other  Traded 
men,  who  have  all  their  Dependance  upon  this 
Traffick,  are  prodigioufly  great.  Our  Factors  who 
frequent  the  Northern  Colonies  being  under  Dif¬ 
ficulties  to  make  Returns  for  fuch  Goods  as  they 
diipofe  of;  what  Gold,  Silver,  Logwood,  and  other 
Commodities  they  trade  for  upon  the  Spanijh  Coaft, 
is  lent  home  to  England ;  as  alio  Oyl,  Whale- 
Fins,  and  many  other  Goods.  Likewife  another 
great  Part  of  Returns  is  made  by  Ships  built  there, 
anddifpofed  of  in  the  Str  eights  and  other  Parts  of 
Europe ,  and  the  Money  remitted  to  us.  Now  all 
thofe  Ships  are  called  New -England  Ships,  and  ■ 
our  Factors  after  they  undertake  any  Bulinefs,  are 
no  longer  called  Evglipmen,  but  New-England- 
ersy  and  the  Ships  they  build,  we  are  informed, 
are  regiftred  as  New-England  Ships.  I  ihall 
therefore  humbly  recommend  it  to  fuch  Gentle¬ 
men  as  are  the  Guardians  of  the  Trade  of  the 
Nation,  that  our  own  Intereft  is  no,t  miffaken  for 
that  of  the  Planters;  for  every  Rcftraint  and  Dif¬ 
ficulty  put  upon  our  Trade  v/ith  them,  makes 
them  have  Recourfe  to  their  own  Products  which 
they  manufacture ;  a  Thing  of  great  Confequence 
to  us,  and  ought  to  be  guarded  againft  :  For  if 
they  are  fupplied  with  their  own  Manufactures, 
one  great  Part  of  the  Advantages  we  Gould  other- 
wife  receive  is  cut  off';  and  therefore  as  it  is  clfe- 
where  obferved,  if  Care  is  taken  to  find  them 
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-Employment,  and  turn  their  Induilry  another- 
Way,  now  in  their  Infancy,  it -may  be  done  with 
a  very  little  Trouble,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the 
Regulations  propofed  in  this  Difcourfe  would  en¬ 
tirely  effect  it.  There  is  another  Advantage  we  re¬ 
ceive  by  our  Plantations,  which  is  hardly  lo  much 
as  thought  on,  I  mean  the  prodigious  Increafe  of 
our  Shipping,  by  the  Timber  Trade  between  Por¬ 
tugal, ^dc*  and  our  Plantations,  -which  ought  to 
have  all  poffible  Encouragement;  for  by  it  we  have 
crept  into  all  the  Corners  of  Europe,  and  become  the 
common  Carriers  in  the  Mediterranean ,  as  well 
as  between  the  Mediterranean ,  Holland ,  Hambro’, 
and  the  Baltick. ;  and  this  is  the  Caufe  of  fo  great 
an  Addition  to  our  Shipping,  and  the  Reafon  why 
the  .Dutch,  &c.  are  fo  exceedingly  funk.  But 
if  ever,  a  Stop  ihould  be  put  to  the  building  of 
Ships  in  JSTew-England ,  idle,  and  carrying  our 
Timber  from  thence,  we  would  foon  fink  in  our 
Navigation,  and  that  of  the  Dutch  flourifh  in  its 
former  Height  and  Grandeur.  The  Numbers  of 
Englijh  Ships  we  fo  often  read  of,  that  are  at  Lis¬ 
bon  or  the  Streights ,  is  a  fufficient  Demonftra- 
tion  of  the  Truth  of  this.  Doubtlefs  a  great 
many  of  thofe  Ships  are  loaden  upon  Account 
of  the  Dutch  ;  for  nothing  is  more  common  than 
their  hireing  our  Ships  (which  Difcharge  their 
Loading  in  the  Streights)  totranfport  their  Goods 
from  Spain,  &c.  to  Amfierdam ,  and  other  Places. 

We  have  a  great  many  young  Men  who  are 
bred  to  the  Sea,  and  have  Friends  to  fupport 
them  ;  if  they  cannot  get  Employment  at  Home; 
they  go  to  New-England  and  the  Northern  Co¬ 
lonies  with  a  Cargo  of  Goods,  which  they  there 
fell  at  a  very  great  Profit,  and  with  the  Produce 
b'uild  a  Ship,  and  purchafe  a  Loading  of  Lumber 
and  fail  for  Portugal  or  the  Streights ,  &c.  and 
' '  “  ‘  -  after 
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after  dilpoling  of  their  Cargoes  there,  frequently 

ply  from  Port  to  Port  in  the  Mediterranean ,  till 
they  have  cleared  fb  much  Money  as  will  in  a 
good  part  pay  for  the  fir  ft  Coft  of  the  Cargo  carried 
out  by  them,  and  then  perhaps  fell  their  Ships, 
come  home,  take  up  another  Cargo  from  their 
Employers  j  and  lb  go  back  and  build  another  Ship  j 
by  this  Means  Multitudes  of  Seamen  are  brought 
up,  and  upon  a  War,  the  Nation  better  provided 
with  a  greater  Number  of  Sailors  than  hath  been 
heretofore  known.  Here  the  Matter  becomes 
Merchant  alfo,  and  many  of  them  gain  by  this 
Lumber  Trade  great  Ettates,  and  a  vaft  Treafure 
is  thereby  yearly  brought  into  the  Kingdom,  in  a 
Way  new  and  unknowm  to  our  Fore-fathers ;  for 
indeed  it  is  gaining  the  Timber-Trade  (heretofore 
carried  on  by  the  Danes  and  Swedes )  our  Plan¬ 
tations  being  nearer  the  Markets  of  Portugal  and 
Spain  than  they  are ;  Thofe  Advantages  have  made 
fome  People  think,  that  tho’  we  efteem  New-Eng- 
land  and  the  Northern  Colonies  of  fmall  Advan¬ 
tage  to  us,  yet  if  Things  were  truly  ftated,  they 
are  as  profitable  as  molt  other  of  our  Plantations^ 
Some  of  our  Ship-Builders  think  the  Decay  of 
their  Trade  proceeds  from  the  Number  of  Ships 
built  in  the  Plantations  \  but  I  mutt  confefs  I 
differ  widely  from  them,  for  we  have  been  inform¬ 
ed,  that  in  the  War  begun  in  1688-9,  we  loft 
more  Ships  in  one  Year,  than  we  did  from  the  laft 
War  with  the  Dutch  to  that  Time,  and  that  three 
Fourths  of  the  Ships  belonging  to  Brijlol ,  and 
fome  other  Ports,  were  either  taken  or  deffroyed 
by  the  French.  This  gave  Occalion  for  all  the 
Ship-Carpenters  in  the  Kingdom  that  could  be 
fpared  from  building  the  Royal  Navy,  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  building  new  Ships  in  the  Places  of 
thofe  taken  by  the  French ,  and  upon  Conclufon 
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of  the  Peace  with  France,  there  were  fo  many 
Ships  built  during  the  Time  of  the  War,  that 
were  a  full  Supply  for  all  the  Trade  that  was  then 
carried  on  ;  and  therefore  it  is  fuppofed  one 
fourth  of  the  Builders  maybe  fufficient  to  fupply 
all  that  we  now  want.  It  cannot  be  faid.  that  any 
of  our  Men  of  War  are  built  in  the  Plantations , 
or  Ships  for  the  Eajl-India ,  'turkey,  or  South- 
Sea  Trades,  or  very  few  Plantation-built  Ships 
turn’d  into  Colliers,  (the  moft  bulky  part  of  our 
Navigation)-  and  I  believe  the  greateft  part  of 
our  Ships  for  the  Earbadoes ,  Jamaica ,  and  Vir¬ 
ginia  Trades,  are  built  here. 

We  know  there  are  fome  Plantation-built  Ships 
ufed  in  the  New-England ,  Newfoundland,  and 
the  Plantation-trades,  and  between  the  Planta¬ 
tions  and  the  Str eights  in  the  Lumber-Trade,  as 
before  obferved,  who  come  home  in  their  circular 
Voyages,  and  are  here  refitted,  which  is  fo  far 
from  being  a  Prejudice  to  our  Ship  Builders,  that 
it  is  looked  upon  to  be  one  of  the  bell  Articles  in 
their  Trade;  for  it  is  generally  thought  the  Pro¬ 
fits  they  get  by  mending  old  Ships,  is  as  great  to 
them  as  the  Building  new  ones,  Oak  Timber  being 
fo  very  dear,  that  thofc  Ships  which  were  built 
before  the  War  at  three  Pounds  per  Ton,  now 
coil  fix  Pounds  per  Ton  or  better.  If  we  were 
to  give  that  price  for  Ships  to  carry  on  our  pre¬ 
fers  Navigation,  ours  would  foon  fink  between 
the  Plantations  and  the  Mediterranean ,  Holland, 
Sc.  and  if  we  fhould  fall  into  a  new  War,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  Oak  to  build  the  Royal 
Navy;  and  therefore,  as  a  prudent  Nation, 
great  Care  fhould  be  taken  to  keep  up  a  fufficient 
Stock  of  our  own  Oak  ready  to  repair  our  Walls 
of  Defence. 

v  >  *•  v  .  \.  ■  •- 
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ACfS  of  Ajjembly  to  be  tranfmitted  to 
the  King  and  Council ,  and  approved  of 
before  they  pall  be  of  Force  in  the  Plan¬ 
tations. 

AS  I  have  made  fome  general  Obfervations 
upon  our  Plantation  Trade,  and  lhewn 
how  the  fame  may  be  enlarged,  I  would  with 
great  Submiffion  take  the  Liberty  to  make  a  lew 
Remarks  upon  the  Methods  now  ufed  in  making 
of  Laws  in  the  Plantations ,  which  frequently 
create  Mifunderftandings  between  the  Governour 
and  People. 

Governours  commonly  go  over  with  the  View  of 
increaling  their  Fortunes,  and  this  muft  arile  from 
the  People ;  and  as  they  provide  for  their  Gover¬ 
nours,  the  larger  the  Provision  is,  fo  are  alfo  their 
Demands  for  fome  Advantages  for  themfelves,  and 
commonly  require  the  making  fome  Laws  that  are 
greatly  to  the  Prejudice  of  this  Kingdom,  many 
of  which  being  temporary,  and  lafl  but  for  two  or 
three  Years,  ferve  the  Purpofes  they  were  intend¬ 
ed  for,  and  when  the  Occafion  is  over,  the  Laws 
ceafe  before  we  are  acquainted  with  the  Mifchief 
done  by  them. 

Other  Laws  are  made,  which  they  exercife  as 
long  as  they  can ;  and  if  repealed  here,  the  fame 
Inconveniencies  are  enacted  under  another  Name, 
and  in  another  Drefs,  yet  altogether  as  prejudicial 
to  the  Welfare  of  this  Kingdom  as  thole  that 
have  been  repealed  :  But  if  the  Governour  has  on¬ 
ly  a  View  to  difeharge  his  Truft,  and  will  not 
grant  what  they  ask,  the  People  are  filled  with 
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Refentment,  and  in  fuch  Cafes  there  are  never 
wanting  bufy  forward  Men,  that  ftrive  to  be  Dic¬ 
tators  and  Leaders  of  the  reft,  who  blow  up  the 
Coals,  and  make  the  Diftance  as  wide  as  they  can, 
and  who  ftudy  all  the  Methods  they  can  think 
of,  to  delay  and  obftrudt  as  much  as  in  them  lies 
all  the  Advantages  he  might  receive  by  his  Stati¬ 
on,  and  thereupon  great  Quarrels  and  Controver- 
lics  enfup,  and  Reprefentations  both  from  the  Go- 
vernprs  and  People  lent  home,  which  give  the 
Miniftry  here  unfpeakable  Trouble. 

And  whereas  Laws  which  are  made  in  the  Co¬ 
lonies,  tho’  never  fo  inconvenient,  do  fubfift  till 
they  are  fent  home  and  difapproved  of,  yet  this 
is  very  often  delayed,  to  the  great  Prejudice  of 
this  Kingdom. 

It  ?s  therefore  propofed  for  remedying  thole  In- 
conveniencies,  that  no  Law  lhall  pals  in  the  Plan¬ 
tations  ^  until  a  Copy  thereof  be  prepared  by  the 
Governoyr  and  Affembly  of  each  Province,  and  fent 
over  here  to  be  examined  and  approved  by  the 
King  and  Council,  as  the  Laws  from  Ireland  now 
are  '.'  Saving  only,  that  if  the  Laws  now  in  Force 
do  not  enable  them  upon  any  fudden  Invalion  from 
the  Indians ,  &c.  to  raife  Men  and  Money  for 
their  own  Security  and  Defence,  they  lhall  be  im- 
powered  upon  fuch  Emergencies  to  raifo  what  Sup¬ 
plies  they1  lhall  fee  necelfary.  - 
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Concerning  Free-Ports  in  general ,  and  in 
'particular,  the  Advantage  it  would  he 
to  thi$  Nation  to  endow  Port-Mahon  and 
Gibraltar  with  that  privilege. 

AS  this  is  a  Kingdom  abounding  with  Ma¬ 
nufactures,  and  many  Products  within  our-? 
«  Pelves,  and  alfo  poflefs’d  of  Fijherjes  and  Plant  ac¬ 
tions  abroad,  which  afford  Commodities  ex- 
treamly  well  adapted  for  the  Portugal  and  Me¬ 
diterranean  Markets,  I  am  humbly  of  Opinion, 
that  if  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon  were  made 
Free-Ports,  this  Kingdom  would  reap  very  great 
Advantages  from  them.  For  then  Ships  with 
Fifli,  or  any  other  Merchandize  that  will  not 
readily  fell  in  any  Port  of  Portugal ,  or  Ports  of 
Spain ,  might  be  lodged  at  one  of  the  faid  Places, 
inftead  of  being  forced  now  to  go  as  far  as  Leg¬ 
horn  to  unload,  becaufe  of  the  high  Duties  in 
Portugal  and  Spain ;  for  when  Cargoes  are  lan¬ 
ded  at  Leghorn ,  it  often  happens  that  great  Part 
js  carried  out  again  to  other  Places  for  a  Market ; 
and  making  thofe  Places  Free-Ports,  would  foon 
remove  good  Part  of  the  Trade  from  Leghorn , 
(the  only  Free-Port  of  Note  in  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean)  thifher. 

Whaf  I  mean  by  Free-Ports,  is  not  only  the 
Liberty  of  importing  and  exporting  Goods  f. 
from  Duty,  but  that  the  Civil  Governin'  v 
fhou}d  be  adminiftred  by  a  Mayor,  Alder: 
and  Burgefles,  or  Civil  Magiftrates  under  '  . 

or  other  Denominations,  before  whom  af  rv  .1 
JifFairs  lhould  be  tried  refpe&ing  Proper* 

*  *  ■  Ui  "  1  •  pendentiv 


+  (  I  IO  ) 

pendently  upon  the  Govornour  or  other  Officers  for 
Supporting  Military  Power,  who  Ihould  no  way  in¬ 
termeddle  ,n  Civil  Affairs;  for  it  hath  been 
an  old  Gbfervation,  That  Trade  was  never 
known  to  flourilh  under  a  Military  Power ;  and 
therefore  even  in  the  Frontier  great  Cities  and 
S  owns  of  France, ,  where  Military  Difcipline  hath 
been  pradtifed  with  as  much  Rigour  as  in  an” 
Place,  we  have  always  underftoodf,  in  thofe  Places 
where  any  Trade  was  carried  on,  the  Right  of 
the  Merchant  was  always  tried  in  a  Civil  Way- 
and  in  molt  fuch  Places  a  Court  of  JVferchants  is  • 
cftabliihed,  which  is  alfo  cuitomary  in  the  great 
Cities  and  Towns  upon  the  Frontiers  o{  Holland, 
&c.  which  Sub] eel  is  very  handfomely  treated  on 
by  Sir  Jo  ft  ah  Child,  in  his  Treat  ife  upon  Trade. 

The  Differences  relpe&ing  Trade  and  Mer¬ 
chandize  are  fcarcely  ever  better  ended,  than  by 
a  Reference  among  Merchants,  which  hath  been 
alfo  approved  and  recommended  by  the  Courts  of 
Wefiminfter-Hall ,  and  frequently  of  late  Years 
even  feveral  Cafes  have  been  referred  to  the  De¬ 
termination  of  the  three  firft  Men  upon  the  Ju¬ 
ry.  And  if  Controveriies  ihould  happen  in  either 
of  the  aforefaid  Places,  Ten  or  Twelve  of  the 
Aldermen  or  Burgeffes  fhould  be  appointed  for 
that  Service,  and  any  Three  of  them  at  one  Time 
to  be  upon  the  Bench  of  Juftice,  fhould  have  Pow¬ 
er  to  determine  all  Matters  of  Difference. 

If  Juftice  ihould  come  to  be  fo  ealily  admini— 
ftred,  and  Property  fo  well  fecured,  it  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  draw  great  Numbers  of  People  to  fet¬ 
tle  there;  but  more  efpecially,  if  a  general  Li¬ 
berty  of  Confcience  was  granted,  there  would 
be  Flocks  of  People  foon  collected  out  of  thofe 
•who  now  dwell  under  the  Terrors  of  the  Ihqui - 
.fit ion,  and  other  Perfections ;  neither  could 
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JPlaces  fo  well  fituated  want  Trade,  or  Men  of 
great  Fortunes  to  carry  it  on,  when  once  well 
cftabliffied. 

And  thus  if  thofe  Places  ffiould  rife  to  be  conli- 
derable,  as  undoubtedly  they  would  by  the  Encou¬ 
ragement  offuch  Privileges,  they  might,  by  laying 
Excifes,  and  other  eafv  Duties,  as  alfo  by  Ancho¬ 
rage,  and  the  like  fmall  Port  Charges,  be  capable  of 
railing  a  coniiderable  Revenue,  which  might  in 
Time  be  Sufficient  to  Support  the  Garrifons,  and  to 
fpare,  of  which  we  fee  an  Inftance  in  the  flourilhing 
Port  o i  Leghorn.  Nor  can  happier  Situations  be 
found  for  Such  purpofes,  Gibraltar  lying  in  the 
very  Mouth  of  the  St  r  eights,  and  within  Sight  of 
all  Ships  that  fail  to,  or  return  from  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  Sea,  and  the  aMerchants  may  have  quick 
Advice  what  Demands  there  are  for  any  Com¬ 
modities  in  the  tradingCities  of  Portugal,  and  Spain  : 
and  Port- Mahon  lies  fo  conveniently,  and  fo  near 
the  Coaft  of  Spain  and  Eafl  France ,  that  even 
the  Fiffiing-Boats  from  Toulon  and  Mar fellies , 
down  to-  Barcelona ,  Alicant ,  and  Garthagma , 
may  come  and  trade  with  them.  They  have 
alfo  the  Convenience  of  a  long  Trad  on  the  Coaft 
of  Barbary ,  Italy,  &c. 

As  much  as  I  am  for  making  Gibraltar  and 
Port-Mahon  Free-Ports,  I  cannot  yet  be  of 
their  Opinion,  who  are  for  having  all  the  Ports 
of  England  made  free,  all  our  Cuftcm-Houfes 
demoliffi’d,  and  all  the  Prod uds  and  Manufac¬ 
tures  of  the  World  brought  in  free  of  all  Duty, 
that  we  may  fend  them  out  again  as  free  to  other 
Countries,  alledging  that  this  is  the  Pradice  of 
i Holland ,  the  Ham-Towns ,  Hamburg,  Leghorn , 
&c.  and  that  it  is  by  this  Means  they  have  work’d 
themfelves  into  fo  vaft  and  extend ve  a  Trade  in 
•  furniffiing  other  People  with  .foreign  Commodi- 
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ties ;  but  thefc  Notions  arc  intirely  wrong :  For 
as  to  the  Dutch ,  they  lay  Duties  on  their  Importa¬ 
tions  as  well  as  we,  and  have  Cultom  Houles  and 
regular  Officers  for  the  Colle&ion  of  them  ;  it  is 
true  however,  that  thefc  Duties  are  frnall,  and  the 
Nature  of  their  Trade  abfolutcly  requires  it ;  for 
as  they  have  the  Maeze,  the  Rhine, and  the  Mofelle , 
and  divers  other  great  Rivers,  to  fend  up  their 
Merchandize  for  a  vaft  Extent  all  over  Germany, 
the  Profit  of  their  People,  and  the  Support  of 
their  Trade,  depends  chiefly  on  the  Vent  of  their 
Importations  in  thole  inland  Partsofthe  Continent; 
and  they  know  very  well,  that  if  they  Ihould  load 
them  with  Duties,  Other  trading  Places  would 
underfell  them,  and  ruin  their  Traffick  that  Way. 
But  as  to  what  is  fpent  in  their  own  Country, 
they  are  not  wanting  to  impofe  Duties,  herhaps 
as  high,  and  in  fome,  higher  than  ours  :■  Nor  is 
our  Management  in  this  Affair  different  from 
that  of  the  Dutch  as  to  the  Matter,  but  only  in 
the  Manner ;  for  where  we  lay  high  Cuftoms 
on  Importation,  Tis  only  on  fuch  Commodities 
as  are  not  ofNeceffity,  but  rather  tend  to  Luxury, 
that  fuch  of  the  Subjects  as  can  afford  to  fpend 
them,  may  by  this  Way  of  Taxing  contribute  to 
the  Support  of  the  Government ;  but  for  thole 
which  we  have  a  Vent  for  in  foreign  Markets,- 
fuch  a  Drawback  of  the  Duty  is  allow’d,  as  will 
reduce  our  Cuftoms  on  them  to  be  no  higher  per¬ 
haps  than  thofe  of  the  Dutch .  As  to  Ham- 
burg  and  the  Haus-Lozans,  they  adt  upon 
the  very  fame  Principles  as  the  Dutch  I  But 
the  Trade  of  Leghorn  is  fomewhat  upon  a 
different  Foot,  not  being  carried  on  fo  much 
by  the  Subje&s  of  the  Grand  Duke,  as  by 
the  Merchants  of  divers  Nations  who  correfpond 

there  :  fo  that  this  Port  is  as  it  were  a  great  W are- 
-  houle,- 
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Iidufe,  where  Merchants  may  lay  up  their  Goods 
at  a  final  1  Charge,  to  be  ready  for  Tranlporta- 
tion  up  and  down  the  Mediterranean,  as  Markets 
may  demand.  And  fuch  as  this  is,  I  am  humbly 
of  the  Opinion,  we  might  eftabliih  at  Gibraltar 
and  Port-Mahon.  But  to  think  it  would  be  an 
Advantage  for  any  trading  Nation  to  admit  all 
manner  of  foreign  Commodities  to  be  imported 
free  from  all  Duties,  is  an  unaccountable  Notion  • 
and  Hill  much  lefs  fui  table  to  the  Circumftances 
of  our  Ifland  than  to  the  Continent  :  For  we  have 
no  Inland  Countries  beyond  us  (as  they  have) 
with  whom  we  can  carry  on  Trade  by  Land  :  But 
what  is  of  the  utmoll  Confequence  to  us^  is,  that 
by  laying  high  Duties  we  are  always  able  to  check 
the  Vanity  of  our  People  in  their  extream  Fond- 
nefs  of  wearing  exotick  Manufactures :  For  if  it 
were  not  for  this  Reftraint,  as  our  Neighbours 
give  much  lefs  Wages  to  their  Workmen  than  we 
do,  and  confequently  can  fell  cheaper,  the  Ita¬ 
lians,  the  French ,  and  the  Dutch ,  would  have 
continued  to  pour  upon  us  their  Silks,  Paper, 
Hats,  Druggets,  Stuffs,  Ratteens,  and  even  Spa- 
nip  Wooll  Cloaths  :  For  they  have  the  Wool!  of 
that  Country  as  cheap  as  we,  and  are  become 
Mailers  of  that  Bulinefs  by  the  great  Encourage¬ 
ment  they  have  given  to  able  Workmen  from  o~ 
ther  Countries  to  fettle  with  them,  and  thereby 
have  prevented  the  Growth  of  thofe  Manufac¬ 
tures  amongft  us,  and  fo  might  have  reduced  us 
to  the  low  Eftate  we  were  in  before  their  Efta- 
blilliment ;  and  therefore  it  will  ever  be  a  Max¬ 
im  ftridly  to  be  obferved  by  all  prudent  Govern¬ 
ments  who  are  capable  of  Manufa&ures  within 
themfelvcs,  to  lay  fuch  Duties  on  the  Foreign 
as  may  favour  their  own  and  difeourage  the  Im¬ 
portation  of  any  of  the  like  Sorts  from  Abroad; 
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By  this  Means  the  French  have  in  our  Time  nur- 
fed  up  a  Woollen  Manufa&ury,  and  brought  it 
to  fuch  Perfection  as  to  furnilh  themfelves  with 
all  fuch  Woollen  Goods  as  they  formerly  bought 
ofus,  toavery  great  Value,  and  are  even  be¬ 
come  Competitors  with  us  in  foreign  Markets. 

While  England  is  in  Pofleffion  of  Gibral- 
*ar<>  the  Trade  of  the  Mediterranean  will  be 
open  to  all  the  Nations  of  Europe  but  if 
it  ihould  fall  into  the  Hands  of  Spain,  it  is 
to  be  feared,  by  the  fmall  Regard  they  pay  to 
Treaties  of  late,  and  the  Ufe  they  now  fee  they 
could  make  of  it,  the  next  thing  would  be  to 
incommode  us  in  our  d  rade  and  Navigation  into 
the  Mediterranean  ’  for  as  it  is  Part  of  the  Con¬ 
tinent  of  Spain,  they  could  at  any  Time  fuccour 
it  with  Men  and  Proviiions,  and  with  the  Affif- 
tance  of  iix  or  eight  light  Frigates  might  flop  up 
the  Mouth  of  the  St  r  eights,  fo  that  no  Ship  could 
go  in  or  out  without  their  Permiffion  unlefs  con- 
voy’d  by  a  Fleet  of  Ships  of  War,  the  Expence 
of  which  no  Trade  could  bear  ;  for  from  the 
Signal  Houfe  at  Gibraltar,  they  can  defery  Ships 
cither  in  the  Mediterranean  or  Ocean ,  eight  or  ten 
Leagues,  and  the  fame  Winds  that  carry  thofe 
Ships  into,  or  out  of  the  Mediterranean ,  may  alfo 
carry  thofe  Frigates  out  of  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar 
to  intercept  all  Ships  in  their  PafTage  ;  and  as 
Gibraltar  wras  never  a  Place  of  great  Trade,  it 
cannot  injure  the  Commerce  of  Spain  for  not  ha¬ 
ving  it  in  their  Hands,  for  they  have  the  Cities 
of  Cadiz  and  Seville  dole  by  it  without  the 
S freights,  and  Malaga,  Cartagena,  Alicant,  and 
a  great  many  other  trading  Towns  all  along  the 
Coaft  within  the  Streights  Mouth  *  there  mull  be 
tome  other  Mod  ve  that  caufes  the  Spaniards  to 
inlift  on  thofe  Places,  and  if  we  fhould  ever  be- 
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perfwaded  to  part  with  them,  I  am  afraid,  when 
too  late,  we  lhall  fee  the  true  Reafon  is,  that  they 
may  with  the  ftronger  Expe&ation  demand  fome- 
thing  greater  of  us  ;  but  I  hope  we  fhall  never 
part  with  thofe  Places,  without  ferioufly  weighing 
the  Confequences. 

E  NG  LAND,  above  all  other  Places,  ought 
to  be  ufed  well  by  Spain ,  becaufe  we  take  more 
of  their  Produces  than  all  the  reft  of  Europe 
does  belide  ;  and  even  upon  the  Account  of 
Trade,  if  a  ftricft  Search  was  to  be  made  in  the 
Balance,  it  would  be  found  Spain  is  as  much 
oblig'd  to  us,  as  we  are  to  them,  for  taking  of 
thofe  extraordinary  Quantities  of  their  Oyl, 
Wine,  Fruit,  and  other  Productions. 

If  Gibraltar  had  been  deliver’d  to  us,  or  by  free 
Confent  put  into  our  Hands,  it  is  no  more  than 
fome  of  the  mightieft  Princes  of  the  World 
have  done  to  other  trading  Nations  ;  for  ^the 
Portuguefe  do  to  this  Day  enjoy  in  the  Em¬ 
pire  of  China  the  Town  and  Caftle  of  Mocao, 
in  the  very  Entrance  of  the  River  of  Canton ,  as 
a  Security  to  the  European  Nations  that  trade 
thither  •  they  enjoy  the  City  of  Goa,  on  the 
Coaft  of  Malabar ,  and  had  Garrifons  for  the 
Security  of  their  Trade  in  feveral  Parts  of  India , 
fome  of  which  they  were  difjtoflefled  oi  by  the 
Dutch  and  Englifh.  The  Englijh  Eajl-India 
Company  at  this  Day  enjoy  Fort  St.  George ,  and 
Fort  St.  David’s,  on  the  Coaft  of  Cormandel 
Fort  William  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  in  the  Mouth 
of  the  Ganges  •,  Bombay,  not  far  from  Suratte,  the 
greateft  Mart  of  India,  as  well  as  many  other 
Forts  and  Places  which  are  allowed  as  Pledges 
for  the  Security  of  their  Trade.  T  he  Dutch 
have  the  famous  Cities  of  Batavia  and  Bantam, 
and  above  thirty  other  Factories  in  India.  1  he 
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Spaniards  themfelves  allowed  the  Dutch  Fort 
Lillo  on  the  Mouth  of  the  Sc  held,  for  and  during 
the  lime  they  poffeffed  it,  even  to  their  quitting 
blunders ,  which  intirely  interrupted  the  Trade 
oi  Antwerp,  and  the  Navigation  of  the  Sc  held, 
and  yet  th^t  Conceffion  was  always  obferved,  and 
never  made  any  Difference  in 'the  Trade  and 
commerce  between  the  two  Nations.  It  muff  be 
affow  d  that  f  lace  was  of  Confluence  to  Spain, 
and  the  Trade  of  Flanders  did  in  great  Meafurc 
fall  into  the  Hands  of  the  Dutch  •  but,  as  before 
oolerved,  Gibraltar  was  never  a  Place  of  great 
Hade,  nor  can  it  injure  the  Commerce  of  Spam 

y  e  S°°d  their  Treaty,  and  confirm  the 
Ceflion  thereof,  as  a  Security  to  our  Trade  and 
.Navigation. 

It  is  furprizing  that  Spam  fhould  keep  their 
Treaties  with  all  other  Nations,  allow  the  Em- 
perour  Flanders,  Milan,  Naples ,  and  Sicily, 

f'OW  yhf  Fvre”c&  that  Part  of  Hifpaniola  which 
they  took  PofTeffion  of  in  Time  of  Peace,  and 
yet  fliould  chufe  to  quarrel  with  their  greateft 
Lenefadors  for  a  Thing  that  is  worth  nothing 
to  them,  but  as  to  us  who  are  fo  deeply  concerned 
in  Navigation,  a  Protection  to  our  Mediterranean 
rade,  which  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  the  Englijb 
Nation  will  never  part  with. 
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GOhsf S I D E R  A'TlO  N S  upon  the  Gene-* 

ral  Balance. 

IT  is  a  Matter  of  great  Difficulty  to  know 
the  true  Balance  of  Trade ;  Ionic  expect  the 
Cuftom-houfe  Accounts  will  fet  us  to  Rights,  but 
there  may  be  a  great  many  Fallacies  in  thofe  Ac¬ 
counts  ;  a  great  many  Goods  exported  may  be 
over  rated,  and  a  great  many  imported  under  ra¬ 
ted  :  Befides,  it  ispoffible  to  run  in  vaft  Quanti¬ 
ties  of  Goods  that  we  can  have  no  A'ccount  of, 
and  fome  Merchants  have  entred  double  the  Quan¬ 
tity  ot  Woollens  they  intend  to  ihip  off,  to  difeou- 
rage  others  from  fending  to  the  fame  Market. 

On  a  former  Computation  made  by  the  In- 
Ipedtor  General  of  the  Cuftoms,  the  Importation 
of  Holland’s  Linnen  for  the  Year  1703,  viz.  Hol¬ 
lands,  Damasks,  Diapers,  Borelaps,  &c.  amount¬ 
ed  to  2 1 3701  l.  and  upon  pending  fome  Pa¬ 
pers,  I  had  a  Mind  to  examine  the  Entry 
of  all  Hollands,  Cambricks  and  Flanders  Lace 
entered  in  the  Year  1723,  and  I  found  Hoi-- 
land’s  Linnen  valued  at  148971  /.  tho’  at  the  fame 
Time  it  was  fuppofed  that  above  Five  Hun¬ 
dred  Thoufand  People,  Men,  Women  and  Chil¬ 
dren,  wore  Hollands  for  Shifting,  beilde  great 
Quantities  ufed  for  Sheeting  and  Tabling.  Rec¬ 
koning  the  Shirting  but  at  Thirty  Shillings 
per  Head,  that  no  more  than  Five  hundred 
thoufand  People  wore  Holland,  it  would  amount 
to  Seven  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Pounds  ; 
and  doubtlefs  the  Sheeting  and  Tabling  would 

amount 
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amount  to  One  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  more. 
And  the  Cambricks  entred  from  Holland  and 
Flanders  that  Year,  amounted  to  Twenty  four 
thoufand  five  hundred  lixty  feven  Pounds,  tho* 
•it  is  become  the  General  Wear  of  the  King¬ 
dom,  and  almoft  every  Footman  hath  got  * 
Cambrick  Neckcloth  or  Ruffles  ;  and  Women 
of  all  confiderable  Families,  whether  the  Ladies 
themfelves,  or  their  Servants,  all  ufc  it  for  Head 
Dreffes  and  Ruffles  :  The  whole  Confumption  is 
thought  to  Hand  the  Nation  in  above  two  hundred 
thouland  Pounds  yearly. 

In  the  fame  Account  the  Article  of  Flanders 
Lace  is  valued  at  Five  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  thirteen  Pounds  ;  whereas  we  know  one  fuit 
of  Headdoths  frequently  cofts  One  hundred 
Pounds,  and  the  Tire  of  one  Bride  hath  frequent¬ 
ly  come  to  three  or  four  hundred  Pounds,  and 
great  Numbers  of  Nobility,  Ladies  of  the  firft 
Pvank,  even  to  the  Merchants  Wives  and  Daugh¬ 
ters,  vye  with  one  another  who  fhall  appear  in 
the  richeft  Lace.  There's  no  coming  to  a  Cer¬ 
tainty,  but  very  good  Judges  think  this  Article 
muft  coft  the  Nation  above  Three  hundred  thou¬ 
fand  Pounds  yearly. 

I  give  only  theie  Inftances  to  fhew  how  uncer¬ 
tain  it  is  to  depend  upon  our  Citjlom  Houfe  Ac¬ 
counts  ;  for  belides  the  forementioned  Articles, 
we  have  very  great  Quantities  of  Muflin,  Coffee, 
Tea,  Spice,  and  almofi  all  other  forts  of  Goods 
run  in  upon  us  from  Holland ,  Flanders ,  France , 
&c.  So  that  to  take  the  right  Way  of  judging  of 
the  Increafe  or  Decreafe  of  the  Riches  of  the  Nati¬ 
on  by  the  Trade  we  drive  with  Foreigners,  is  to 
examine  whether  we  receive  Money  from  them,  or 
fend  them  ours  *  for  if  we  export  more  Goods 
than  we  receive,  it  is  moil  certain  we  fhall  ha^c 


(  ”5>  ) 

a  Balance  brought  to  us  in  Gold  and  Silver,  and 
the  Mint  will  be  at  Work  to  coin  that  Gold  and 
Silver  :  But  if  we  import  more  than  we  export,  or 
Ipend  our  Money  in  foreign  Countries,  then  it  is 
as  certain  the  Balance  mult  be  paid  by  Gold  and 
Silver  fent  them  to  difeharge  that  Debt. 

I  have  bellowed  fome  Time  in  examining  what 
Silver  and  Gold  was  Ihipt  out  in  the  Year  1723, 
and  it  appears  we  Ihipt  in  that  Year  to  Holland. , 

In  Silver  1810703  Ounces, 
In  Gold  255753  Ounces, 
To  India,  in  Silver,  2.143086  Ounces, 
In  Bullion  or  melted  Silver ,  119120  Ounces, 
Poffibly  there  may  be  fome  entred  out  for 
Holland,  and  not  Ihipt,  as  is  frequently  done  in 
other  Goods  ;  and  there  may  be  fome  ihipt  to 
India ,  and  not  entred  :  But  certain  it  is,  both 
Pieces  of  Eight  and  Bullion  are  bought  and  ihipt 
off,  fome  of  which  coft  5  s.  4  d.  fome  5  s.  5  d, 
and  fome  more  per  Ounce,  and  I  believe  none  fo 
low  as  Standard  or  5  s.  id.  for  thirty  Years 
pall ;  and  I  prefume  it  has  not  at  any  Time  fold 
for  more  than  5  s.  id.  in  Holland :  So  that  I 
think  I  may  fafely  conclude,  that  upon  an  Ave¬ 
rage  we  pay  or  lofe  4  per  Cent,  upon  all  the 
Silver  ihipt  to  Holland ,  and  we  mull  fuppofe 
Gold  bears  fome  Proportion  to  the  Silver. 

There  is  no  Notice  taken  of  Silver  or  Gold 
ihipt  off  to  Norway  or  Sweden ,  or  the  Baltick, 
nor  the  Bullion  fent  from  hence  to  Holland, 
which  we  may  fuppofe  is  generally  of  our  coin’d 
Money  melted  down  :  What  is  carried  goes  a- 
way  fecretly,  left  by  being  made  publick  it  ihould 
lead  into  an  Enquiry  whence  the  Bullion  came  : 
What  the  Quantity  ihipt  off  beiide,  may  be,  is  im- 
poffible  to  guefs  ;  however  what  appears  amounts 
to  above  Two  Millions  Sterling  in  that  Year,  and 
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it  is  improbable  any  Sum  like  this  can  be  brought 
into  this  Kingdom  from  all  the  Nations  we  trade 
with,  We  have  no  Bullion  coming  to  us  in  Gold 
and  Silver,  unlds  it  be  from  Portugal  and  Spain , 
and  what  we  have  had  of  late  by  our  South  Sea 
Trade,  and  from  Jamaica,  and  the  reft  of  our 
own  Plantations ,  and  therefore  I  am  afraid  that 
large  Quantities  of  our  Coin  now  goes  away  to 
pay  for  our  Luxury, 

I  exped  it  will  be  ask’d  what  Reafon  there  is 
for  fending  fo  much  Money  to  Holland ,  it  being 
generally  allowed  they  take  much  more  of  our 
Goods  and  Merchandize  than  we  do  of  theirs. 

If  the  Infpedor  Generals  Account  be  right,  we 
have  a  greater  Balance  of  Trade  upon  the  Dutch , 
than  we  have  upon  Portugal  and  Spain s  put  both 
together,  and  if  we  had  no  other  Nation  to  pay 
Money  to,  who  are  indebted  to  the  Dutch ,  we 
fhould,  notwithstanding  the  Smuggling  Trade,  re¬ 
ceive  a  Balance  from  thence  •  but  as  we  take  fur- 
prizing  Quantities  of  Timber,  Iron,  Flax,  Hemp, 
Linnen,  Silk,  fine  Cambricks,  Flanders  Lacey 
fine  high  priced  Wines,  Velvets,  Brocades,  and  a 
vaft  number  of  other  Things,  this  Bullion  is 
fent  to  Holland  to  pay  for  them,  and  the  Dutch 
manage  their  Trade  with  all  thofe  Countries 
with  fo  much  Prudence,  that  they  are  generally 
in  their  Debt.  And  to  make  this  more  clear,  I 
lhall  propofe  a  State  of  the  Trade  between  Eng¬ 
land  and  thofe  Countries  from  whence  we  have 
thofe  vaft  Quantities  of  Goods,  for  which  we  are 
forced  to  pay  the  Balance  they  have  upon  us  in 
ready  Money  :  I  therefore  fuppofe  the  fundry 
Kingdoms  and  States  undermentioned  have  Ba¬ 
lances  annually  paid  them  by  us. 

Upon  the  War  between  Sweden  and  Den - 
mark,  a  great  many  of  their  bulky  Ships-being 

de- 


deftroyed,  the  Importation  of  their  Commodities 
was  chiefly  in  Britife  Shipping,  but  that  War 
being  over,  and  they  having  again  begun  to  build 
great  Numbers  of  fuch  Veflels,  the  Freight  of 
their  Goods  is  like  to  fall  again  into  their  own 
Hands,  and  then  we  may  exped  the  Balance  com¬ 
ing  to  them  will  be  greater  upon  us  than  now  it  is. 

The  leveral  Sums  fuppofed  to  be  paid,  are 
only  fet  down  to  give  the  Reader  in  a  ihort 
View  forne  Idea  of  the  general  Trade  we  drive, 
and  the  great  Sums  thofe  Nations  draw  from  us, 
but  not  tor  him  to  depend  on  as  certain  Balances ; 
there  may  be  more  due  to  fome  Countries,  to 
other  Countries  there  rtiay  be  dels,  or  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Balance  may  be  more,  or  it  may  be  lets ; 
nor  do  I  think  it  is  poffible  by  the  Cuftom-houfe 
Accounts,,  or  any  other  Calculations,  to  come 
to  a  Certainty ;  but  by  former  Calculations  the 
Sums  fet  down  here  were  fuppofed  to  be  near 
the  Balances  thofe  Countries  had  upon  us,  and 
we  have  Reafon  to  believe  they  are  not  lefs  now. 

I  delire  others,  who  have  more  Time  to  fpare, 
will  examine  into  it  ;  and  if  they  haye  Reafon 
to  believe  thole  foreign  Nations  draw  fuch  large 
Sums  from  us,  how  ferviceable  it  would  be  to 
put  thofe  Observations  into  the  clcareft  View 
poffible  :  For  my  own  Part  I  do  not  pretend  to 
have  the  Capacity  to  reprefent  Matters  of  this 
Nature  fo  perfectly  as  fome  Gentlemen  can,  which 
makes  me  deilrous  to  incite  them  to  employ  their 
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1  noughts  upon  to  neceliary  a  Work. 

We  will  fuppofe  the  Balance  of 
Trade  we  pay  Norway  for  Timber, 
Gver  and  above  what  they  take! 
from  us,  to  be - -  - 

The  Balance  to.  Sweden  for  Iron 
Timber,  £?V,  . — — ..  _ _ _ 

Q_ 
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The  Balance  to  Raffia  for  Hemp,' 
Flax,  Linnen,  Hides,  Tallow,  Pot-J 

afh,  Timber,  Iron,  - 

The  Balance  to  the  Emperor's  He¬ 
reditary  Countries  of  Silejia ,  &c.  for 
broad  and  narrow  Garlix,  Lawns, 
Dowlas,  as  well  as  all  other  forts  of  j 
Linnen,,  whether  from  Prujffia ,  or 
Switzerland ,  and  all  other  Commo¬ 
dities  from  Hambro\  Bremen^  &c. 

The  Balance  to  Flanders  for  their) 
Lace  and  Linnen,  Threads,  %3c.  3 

The  Balance  for  Cambricks  and^, 
Cambrick  Lawns  from  St.  )uintin , 
Cambray ,  Valenciennes ,  and  to  Boar - 
deaux  for  Claret,  to  Champaign  and  ^ 
Burgundy  for  Wine,  to  Paris  for 
Silk  and  Silver  Brocades,  Velvets, 
and  great  Quantities  of  other  Goods 

run  in  upon  us.  — -  - - 

The  Balance  for  thrown  Silk  from) 

Piedmont ,  &c.  - —  -  j 

To  thefe  I  will  add  the  Money  fpent^ 
by  young  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  J 
upon  their  Travels  into  France ,  Italy ,  y 
Germany ,  &c.  and  the  Remittances  j 
that  are  made  to  the  diffafFe&ed  who  J 

are  gone  Abroad.  -  -  j 

,  The  Intereft  paid  Foreigners  for) 
Money  in  our  Funds.  ■ - j 
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The  Money  fpent  upon  Foreign 

Embaffies,  &c.  - -  - 

As  it  is  iuppofed  we  have  the  above  Balances 
to  pay,  it  may  be  queried  what  Places  we  trade 
with,  from  whence  wre  are  lupplied  with  Effebts 
to  anfwer  thole  Demands.  It  is  apprehended  much 
the  greateft  Part  is  raifed  out  of  our  own  Plan¬ 
tations* 
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tat  ions,  and  from  Ireland ,  there  being  vaft  Sums 
due  from  the  latter  to  Noblemen  and  Gentle¬ 
men  of  this  Kingdom  who  have  Eltates  there, 
which  is  remitted  to  us  for  the  Provisions  they 
fend  to  Spain ,  Portugal ,  France ,  Flanders ,  iTe/- 
land,  Sic.  We  may  add  the  Profits  of  the  IQ/?- 
7/^7/ 0  Trade  upon  the  vaft  Quantities  of  Goods 
that  are  fold  for  Re-exportation ;  the  Profits  of 
the  African  Trade,  by  the  large  Sums  of  Money 
we  receive  for  Negros  fold  to  the  Spa?jifh  Wefi - 
Indies ,  &c.  befides  what  they  fell  to  our  Plan - 
tationsy  and  Gold  Duft  brought  home,  the 
Balance  we  receive  from  Portugal,  and  we  may 
mention  the  Balance  from  Spain,  tho*  I  am  afraid 
that  is  not  fo  coniiderable  as  feme  Imagine : 
Now  if  the  Treafure  drawn  from  our  Planta¬ 
tions,  and  from  Ireland ,  and  the  Profits  of  the 
aforefaid  Trades  dp  not  difeharge  the  above 
Balances,  the  reft  muft  be  paid  in  Gold  and  Silver 
from  hence. 

N.  B.  We  have  not  taken  any  Notice  in  the 
above  Catalogue  of  thofe  Nations,  which 
we  think  take  as  many  of  our  Manufactures 
as  we  do  of  theirs,  neither  do  we  think  it 
neceflary  to  give  our  Thoughts  what  we 
think  thofe  Balances  maybe  which  we  have 
upon  our  Plantations ,  Ireland ,  &c. 

We  will  fuppofe  that  SVhomas  London  is  the  ge¬ 
neral  Trader  for  the  whole  Nation  of  England  to 
all  thofe  Countries  that  have  thofe  great  Balances 
upon  us.  He  orders  his  Correfpondents  in  Nor¬ 
way ,  Sweden ,  Raffia,  Silefia ,  Hambro’,  Bremen , 
Bruges ,  St.  dfhiintin,  Cambray ,  Valenciennes , 
Bourdeaux,  Paris  and  Piedmont ,  to  draw  their 
fever al  Balances  upon  his  Correfpondent  Andrew 
Holdfajl  in  Amfierdam ,  to  whom  he  writes  that 

he  has  given  Orders  to  draw  upon  him  for  the 

Q %  fore** 
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forementioned  Balances  refpeCtively  due  to  thofe 
fevcral  Countries*  Fhomas  Loudon  goes  upori 
the  Exchange,  employs  his  Broker  to  take  up 
Bills  in  order  to  pay  the  faid  Balances  ;  he  agrees 
with  Ifrael  Mendez  and  others  for  the  whole 
Sum,  and  as  Occafion  offers,  delivers  his  Money 
to  them,  and  takes  their  Bills,  which  he  fends 
to  Arnjic  rda vi  to  difeharge  the  Bills  drawn 
as  aforefaid.  Israel  Mendez  and  others  make 
it  their  Buiinefs  to  buy  up  Pieces  of  Eight,  Moi- 
dores  and  other  Gold  and  Bullion,  and  export 
to  Holland ,  to  anfwer  their  Draughts  }  this  is  a 

fufficient  Reafon  why  we  export  fo  much  Bullion 

to  Holland. 

I  fhall  now  propofe  fome  Articles  of  Trade  and 
Improvements  of  Manuf  actures  at  Home,  which 
lam  firmly  penuacied,  if  well  regulated  and  car¬ 
ried  on  with  Spirit  and  Refblution,  might  be  made 
many  Hundred  thoufand  Pounds  yearly  more  pro¬ 
fitable  to  the  Nation  than  now  they  are.  I  lhall 

begin  the  Catalogue  of  thole  Regulations,  by 
propofing 

L 

The  encouraging  and  making  fine'* 

Lace,  Velvets,  Silver  and  Gold  Stuffs,  ‘ 
and  valuing  our  felves  as  much  upon 
appearing  in  .Manufactures  of  our, 
own,  as  the  late  French  King  and  his  r  300>°0C 
Courtiers  did  upon  wearing  their 
Woollens  and  other  Manufactures  of 
France *■ - .  - —  .  _ 

The^  wearing  fine  Mullins  and J 
other  fine  Manufactures  of  India ,  in¬ 
stead  of  wearing  French  Cambricks,V»  200,000 
md  Cambrick  Lawns. - * — — - 


Pro- 


(  vs ) 

Prohibiting  the  wearing  of  prin-' 
ted  Hollands,  and  printed  German 
Linnen,  and  confining  that  I  rade  to 
the  wearing  of  Engliffi,  Scotch  and 
Irip  Linnen _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Encouraging  the  fowing  of  Hemp 
and  Flax  in  our  Plantations ,  and, 
fupplying  our  felves  with  Part  of( 
what  we  ufe  from  thence,  inftead  of 
having  all  from  Raffia.  1 _ 1 

Importing  Raw  Silk  from  China 
and  throwing  it  with  Water  Engines 
here,  inftead  of  Piedmont  Silk,  the 
Cheapness  of  which  would  enable  us 
to  fupply  Foreign  Markets  as  cheap 

as  any  other  Country  of  Europe.  - _ 

Futther  Improvements  upon  line 
Raw  Silk  to  be  made  in  Carolina ,  Pen- 
ftlvania ,  &cc.  to  anfwer  the  Ufe  of 
Piedmont  Silk _ _  _ _ _ _ ’ 

Encouraging  the  making  of  Pig. 
lion  in  the  Plantations ,  and  making 
it  into  Bar  Iron,  by  additional  Forges 
to  be  ereded  here,  inftead  of  having 

the  whole  from  Sweden,  8ic.  _ « 

Dilpoling  of  Bar  Iron  which  may-, 
be  made  in  the  Colonies,  to  Por- 1 
tugal ,  Italy ,  Coaft  of  Jlfrica ,  and  f 
all  other  Parts  of  the  Mediterranean ,  I 

as  well  as  Pur  key  and  India.  - _ ,J 

Making  of  Pot-Aih  in  the  Plant a-Y 
tions  inftead  of  having  it  from  Ruffita) 
Encouraging  our  own  Naviga-1 
tion,  by  building  large  bulky  Ships,  I 
luch  as  arc  uled  by  the  Hanes  and 
Swedes,  and  importing  Part  of  our r 
Timber  from  New-England ,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  Newfoundland ,  _ „J 
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Regulating  our  Trade  from  the^  £. 
Plantations ,  by  ftrengthening  the  Ad 
of  Navigation,  in  obliging  all  Ships 
that  come  to  Portugal ,  the  Streights , 

&c.  to  come  to  England ,  and  lay  out  400,000 
their  Money  here,  and  by  that  ihort  r 
Navigation  to  the  Streights  carry  our 
Plantation  Commodities  as  cheap  as 
the  French  do  theirs  by  their  New 

Regulations.  ■ - — — _ 

The  making  of  Cochineal,  railing 
of  Indigo,  encouraging  the  planting 
oi  Cocoa  Trees,  and  many  other  Im¬ 
provements  in  Carolina ,  as  well  as  the 

Sugar  IJlands. - - 

Supplying  the  North  of  England ,1 
Scotland  and  Ireland ,  with  Plenty  of 
Hemp  and  Flax  from  our  Plantations^ 
would  give  Employment  to  a  Million  ^ 
of  People  fuppoied  to  be  now  out  off  1  AS0)000 
Work,  allowing  each  earned  one  Pen¬ 
ny  a  Day,  and  accounting  300  work¬ 
ing  Days  in  the  Year. - J 

It  is  worth  while  to  read  over  the  Hiftory  of 
thofe  Times  wherein  our  Plantations  were  fettled, 
to  fee  the  Spirit,  Refolution,  and  indefatigable 
Endeavours  of  our  Anceftors.  And  we  are 
highly  obliged  to  a  noble  Duke,  who  has  lately 
revived  their  Example  ;  to  whom,  (tho’  he  had 
not  the  delired  Succefs  in  his  generous  Under¬ 
taking  of  fettling  St.  Lucia ,)  this  Nation  will 
remain  Debtors  for  his  publick  Ipirited  Deiign. 

Upon  the  fir  ft  Settlement  of  our  Colonies, 
great  Sums  of  Money  were  iffued  out  of  this 
Kingdom  for  clearing  the  Land,  ere&ing  Sugar- 
Works,  and  purchaling  Negroes  to  fupply  them, 
as  well  as  the  Tobacco  Plantations  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  when  our  firft  Planters  fettled  there,  they 

in 
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in  general  mortgaged  their  Plantations  to  borrow 
Money,  for  which  they  paid  a  large  Intereft. 

If  we  were  then  capable  of  railing  Money  for 
carrying  on  thofe  Defigns,  could  we  now  be  roufed 
up  into  a  State  of  Induftry,  how  much  more  ealily 
might  it  be  done  by  the  Money  that  is  daily  paid 
out  of  the  Funds;  and  how  much  better  would  it 
be  for  the  Kingdom  to  improve  the  Money  to  fuch 
ufeful  Advantages,  than  to  have  it  remain  a  Charge 
upon  our  Eftates. 

Some  of  the  induftrious  Planters  then  cleared 
off  their  Mortgages  in  a  little  Time,  not  but  that 
fbme  of  them  lived  fo  high,  that  they  have  iuffered 
Part  of  the  Mortgage  to  remain  upon  their  Eftates 
to  this  Day  ;  but  this  happens  only  to  ill  Oecono- 
mifts:  For  I  was  credibly  informed  by  a  Gentle¬ 
man  from  Jamaica ,  with  whom  I  had  fome  Difi- 
courfe  upon  the  Subject;  that  a  young  Man  of 
his  Acquaintance  bought  a  Piece  of  Ground,  clear'd 
it  of  the  Wood,  and  borrowed  Ten  thoufand 
Pounds  to  pay  for  the  Land,  purchafe  Negroes, 
and  erect  the  Works,  and  yet  by  his  Induftry,  in 
ten  Years  time,  he  paid  off  the  faid  Ten  thoufand 
Pounds,  and  had  the  Plantation  clear  to  himfelf  ; 
this  fhews  the  Improvements  that  might  be  made 
where  Induftry  is  ufed. 

Some  will  have  the  N umber  of  Negroes  em¬ 
ployed  in  our  Plantations  to  be  One  hundred 
and  ninty,  or  Two  hundred  thoufand;  but  bc- 
caufe  I  defire  all  my  Calculations  may  be  rather 
within  than  exceed  the  common  Computation, 
I  will  fuppofe  them  to  be  about  One  hundred 
and  fifty  Thoufand,  and  the  Produce  fent  home 
from  thence  of  all  Sorts  for  our  own  Confump- 
tion,  as  well  as  what  was  re-exported,  together 
with  the  Profit  of  our  Shipping  employed  therein, 
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to  be  about  1,500,000;.  a  Year,  and  that  nart 
that  was  re-exported  (or  carried  to  foreign  Mar¬ 
kets,)  might  before  the  Increafe  of  the  home 
Confumption  of  our  Sugar,  and  the  Decay  of 
the  Re-exportation,  amount  to  near  half  that 
Sum.  Now  all  this  great  Increafe  of  our  Trea- 
lure  proceeds  chiefly  from  the  Labour  of  Ne¬ 
groes  in  the  Plantations ;  and  there  is  no  Man- 
ner  of  Doubt  to  be  made  if  the  fame  Spirit  was 
railed  in  our  Inhabitants  to  add  to  our  Riches 
as  was  in  thofe  Perfons  who  firfl:  fettled  them! 
they  would  find,  that  by  the  Labour  of  the  like 
Number  of  Negroes  employed  upon  railing  Silk, 

IA°n>  PcmP>  Pot-alh,  and  other  Improve- 

ments  here  mentioned,  turn  to  greater  Account 

tnan  ever  the  Sugar  and  Tobacco  Plantations 
have  yet  afforded. 

And  the  Goniideration  of  having  fuch  a 
Number  of  People  dependant  upon  us  for  all 
their  Clothing,  ought  to  be  efteemed  as  an  ad¬ 
ditional  Treafure,  provided  we  put  them  upon 
Employments  which  will  raife  Money  to  pay  for 
what  they  want;  for  we  are  not  to  conlider 
them  as  Vagrants  and  neceffitous  Perfons,  but 
as  Perfons  who,  if  properly  encouraged,  can¬ 
not  avoid  getting  Eitates,  and  therefore  fup- 
plying  them  with  Clothing  fuitable  to  their 
Inclinations  ( for  it  is  obfervable  that  they 
mull  be  ah  fine  Abroad  )  will  be  forty  Times 
the  Pi  ofit  of  Clothing  them  at  home  with  Lea¬ 
ther  Doublets,  Breeches  or  Rags :  And  as  °rcat 
Numbers  of  People  fubfift  upon  the  IntereS  of 
their  Money  in  the  Funds,  as  it  comes  to  be  paid 
there  will  be  an  Opportunity  of  employing 
it  to, an  unipeakable  Advantage,  and  the 'Len¬ 
ders  of  fuch  Money  may  be  as  well  fecured,  and 
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have  as  large  Intereft  for  their  Money  as  the 
former  Planters  paid. 

The  Reafon  why  the  Dutch  have  fo  vaft  a 
Trade  to  Norway ,  Sweden ,  Rujpa ,  the  Baltic^ 
&V.isbecaufe  the  Trade  of  thofe'  Countries  is  not 
coniiderable  enough  to  load  a  Ship  with  any  one 
Commodity  from  the  Place  of  Growth  ,  but  they 
are  forced  to  make  up  their  Cargo’s  in  Holland,  as 
our  Country  Shopkeepers  do  at  London,  of  a  great 
many  Particulars,  by  which  Means  the  Dutch  have 
a  moft  prodigious  Trade  for  Grocery,  Wine, 
Brandy,  Fruit,  Oyl,  and  Eajl  India  Goods;  as 
well  as  Englip  Manufactures,  all  over  the  Balttck, 
Poland,  Germany ,  &c.  We  may  guefs  at  the 
Largenefs  of  their  Trade,  by  the  lurprizing  Quan¬ 
tities  of  Eajl  India  Goods  they  difpofe  of  :  For 
tho’  their  Importation  from  India  is  faid  to  ex¬ 
ceed  ours,  yet  all  they  bring  home  is  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  anfwer  their  Sales,  but  frequently  they 
buy  near  half  the  Goods  that  are  fold  at  our 
Eajl  India  Sales ;  and  if  it  will  be  allowed  they 
fupply  thofe  Countries  where  they  trade  with 
what  they  want,  in  Proportion  to  the  Eajl  India 
Goods  they  import  of  their  own  and  buy  of  us, 
their  Trade  mult  be  immenfely  great. 

As  Holland  is  a  Magazine  or  Collection  of  all 
the  Products  and  Manufactures  of  the  World, 
which  they  difperfo  over  all  Europe,  the  Merchants 
and  Shopkeepers  are  every  where  their  Debtors, 
and  Money  is  brought  them  from  almoll  all  Coun¬ 
tries.  This  Over-ballance  of  Trade  makes  them 
the  Centre  of  Exchange  to  all  Europe  ;  and  we 
need  not  admire  at  it,  if  we  confider  that  this  is 
the  Path  beat  out  by  their  Forefathers,  that 
one  Generation  fucceeds  another,  and  eenltant 
Additions  are  made  in  enlarging  their  Ac¬ 
quaintance,  opening  new  Channels  of  Trade,: 

R  an 
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and  in  bartering  Commodity  againft  Commodi¬ 
ty,  in  which  it  is  faid  the  Dutch  exceed  all  o- 
ther  Nations y  and  it  is  reafonable  it  Ihould  be  fo, 
considering  the  Length  of  Time  they  have  been 
in  the  Practice,  their  Eftates  being  almoft  all 
engaged  in  Trade  :  For  they  have  not  Lands 
and  Rents  fufficient  to  live  upon  as  we  have  in 
England ,  and  what  they  have  is  not  very  deli- 
table,  iince  the  keeping  up  their  Dykes  and  Sea 
W  alls,  and  other  Taxes,  run  away  with  the  great- 
eft  Part  oi  their  Income.  When  our  Merchants 
and  Tradefmen  have  got  plentiful  Eftates,  they 
turn  Country  Gentlemen,  but  in  Holland  they  are 
obliged  to  go  on  in  Trade,  or  fpend  out  of  the 
Capital. 

It  is  wonderful  how  a  Country  fo  lituated  as 
Holland  is,  fo  fmall  a  Compafs  of  Land,  no  Pro¬ 
ducts  of  their  own  to  export,  environed  as  it 
were  with  great  Cities  which  are  their  Competi¬ 
tors  in  Trade,  Ihould  fteer  fo  exaCtly  in  all 
their  Commerce,  and  preferve  fuch  an  Intereft 
with  all  the  World,  that  they  receive  the  Com¬ 
modities  of  other  Countries,  and  pals  them  thro* 
their  own,  and  do  it  with  fo  much  Judgment 
and  Application,  that  they  keep  the  Difpofal  of 
the  greateft  Part  of  the  Products  of  Portugal , 
SpaiUy  and  the  StreightSy  which  are  carried  to 
the  Balticky  to  th emf elves,  and  fupply  Bremeny 
Hamhrc’y  Lubecky  Dantzicky  and  other  Places 
therewith. 

Their  Study  being  to  bring  every  Thing 
the  cheapeft  Way  to  Market,  they  hire  fuch  Ships 
oi  ours  as  carry  Lumber,  and  other  Goods  from 
our  Plantations  to  the  aforefaid  Places,  which 
being  bound  home,  take  half  the  Freight  they 
can  fend  their  own  Ships  out  for,  which  makes 
curs  the  common  Carriers  ;  for  if  they  did  not 
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hire  them,  the  Hamburghers ,  £jV.  would,  and 
run  away  with  their  Trade. 

The  like  is  done  by  great  Part  of  our  Woollen 
, .  ^*mfa<5turesj  and  many  other  Unplijh  Coinmo- 

^4  v-eSrjk^  are  bought  up  for  Holland ,  and 
dnpoied  of  all  over  Europe  by  them,  among  their 
Correfpondents. 

p, 0 f w ithita n d i n g  the  Hollanders  have  all  thofo 
Difficulties  to  druggie  with,  they  can  keep  fuch  a 
Correlpondency  in  Trade,  that  they  have  a  Balance 
due  to  them  almoft  every  where.  Is  it  not  then 
Ui prizing,  that  we  who  have  a  Country  and 
Plantations  abounding  with  Provilions  of  all 
oorts,  I  in,  Lead,  Copper,  Coals,  Woollen  Ma¬ 
nufactures,  Sugar,  l  obacco,  So.  enough  for  our 
own  Confumption,  and  large  Quantities  for  Re¬ 
exportation,  lliould  not  be  able  with  them  to  pay 
iQr  what  we  want  from  abroad  •  in  dead  of  which 
we  fend  our  Money  to  Foreign  Nations  and  by 
employing  their  Poor  indead  of  our  own,  enable 
them  to  thrud  us  out  of  our  Foreign  Trade,  and 
oy  their  impoiing  high  Duties  upon  our  Manu¬ 
factures,  fo  clog  tthe  Exportation  of  them,  that 
tt  amounts  to  a  Prohibition. 
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CONCLUSION 

SOON  after  the  Declaration  of  King  William*^ 
War  with  France ,  the  paying  our  Army  in 
Flanders  occalioped  great  Remittances,  and  to  an- 
fvver  thofe  Demands  Bullion  was  fent  from  hence, 
which  in  a  great  Meafure  put  a  Stop  to  our  Coin¬ 
age  *  and  in  as  much  as  foreign  Commodities  drew 
away  a  great  Treafure  yearly, the  Government  took 
that  Affair  into  Consideration,  in  order  to  put  a 
Stop  thereto,  and  more  particularly  to  thofe  of 
France  :  But  that  we  might  not  want  a  Supply  of 
what  was  neccflary,  Care  was  taken  to  have  divers 
Manufactures  eftablifhed  at  Home,  fuch  as  thofe 
of  Alamodes  and  Luffrings,  Hats,  Glafs,  Paper, 
as  alfo  of  Copper  and  Brafs,  with  other  the  like 
Improvements.  But  upon  the  Death  of  King 
Charles  the  Second  of  Spain ,  and  the  French 
King  having  plac'd  his  Grandfon  upon  that 
Throne,  he  foon  introduced  the  wearing  of  French 
Manufactures  into  that  Kingdom,  which  before 
ufed  tobefupplied  from  England ,  and  turn'd  the 
Trade  fo  much  again#  us,  that  whereas  before 
the  War  we  ufed  to  receive  a  considerable  Balance 
from  Spain  in  Specie,  the  Merchandize  and  Pro¬ 
ducts  we  then  took  from  them,  according  to  the 
Opinion  of  the  molt  judicious  Spanijh  Merchants, 
amounted  to  more  than  all  our  Woollens  expor¬ 
ted  thither. 

Several  Gentlemen  confulted  '  how  thofe  In- 
cpnveniencies  might  be  remedied  ;  many  Calc  u- 
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lations  were  made,  and  alfo  the  Cuftom  Houfc 
Accounts  infpedted  •  divers  of  thofe  Papers  were 
in  my  Hands,  which  upon  the  Treaty  of  Com¬ 
merce  with  France  gave  fome  Iniight  into  the 
Trade  between  us  and  them,  and  the  Damage 
we  ihould  fuftain  if  that  Commerce  ihould  be  laid 
open  as  formerly  ;  and  after  fettling  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht ,  and  the  Acceffion  of  King  George  to 
thefc  Realms,  our  TVade  and  P^avigation  met 
with  further  Embarraflments  from  the  Czar  of 
Mufcovy  and  the  King  of  Sweden ,  which  enga¬ 
ged  thofe  Gentlemen  in  further  Confutations  how 
to  furmount  thofe  Difficulties.  They  had  for¬ 
med  a  Delign  to  prevent  our  being  fupplied 
with  Naval  Stores  from  their  Dominions  other- 
wife  than  at  their  own  Prizes,  and  in  their 
own  Shipping.  This  put  the  Lords  oi Trade  and 
Plantations  upon  Enquiry,  whether  it  was  pof- 
fible  to  have  thofe  Naval  Stores  from  our  Colo¬ 
nies,  and  accordingly  in  the  Year  1716,  they  fent 
for  fundry  Perfons  to  confult  what  Methods  might 
be  taken  to  raife  and  produce  them  there  1  Among 
the  reft,  I  was  alfo  required  to  give  my  Thoughts 
thereupon  ;  and  after  I  had  given  them  "the 
bell  Information  I  was  then  capable  of,  they 
ordered  me  to  commit  what  I  had  faid  to  writing, 
and  to  lay  it  before  them.  I  had  feveral  Copies 
written  out,  fome  I  gave  to  Virginia  and  New- 
England  Merchants,  and  delired  they  would  care¬ 
fully  infpefl  every  Particular,  They  were  fokjnd 
as  to  affift  me,  and  I  did  by  their  Approbation 
lay  it  before  their  Lordfhips.  The  Subjedl  ofthat 
Memorial  was  to  fet  forth,  how  Pitch  and  Tar 
might  be  regulated  and  further  improved  ;  that 
we  might  be  lupplied  with  Iron  from  thence ;  the. 
great  Advantage  it  would  be  to  have  Timber  pro¬ 
vided  ready  for  a  Loading,  and  large  Ships  built, 
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fuch  as  are  ufed  by  the  Danes  and  Swedes  for  im¬ 
porting  it  hither  ;  that  Voyages  from  our  Plan¬ 
tations  with  fuch  Timber  might  be  performed  in  as 
ftiort  a  Time  as  from  Petersburg ,  or  the  Bothnick 
Gulph,  to  England,  and  confequcntly  a  very  large 
Sum  of  Money  faved  to  the  Nation,  which  we 
now  pay  to  the  Baltic k  for  thofe  Commodities. 
After  delivering  the  Paid  Memorial,  I  was  fre¬ 
quently  required  to  give  my  Thoughts  concern- 
ing  Naval  Stores,  and  fundry  other  Things;  the 
Anfwers  to  which  are  contained  in  the  foregoing 
Chapters ;  wherein  is  fet  forth,  That  the  Hemp 
and  Flax  we  have  from  Ruffia,  comes  five  or  fix 
hundred  Miles  by  Land,  and  fome  ofitathoufand 
Miles  by  Water  Carriage,  before  it  is  fhipp’d  for 
England ,  whereas  our  American  Colonies,  for  a 
vaft  Extent,  communicate  with  the  Sea  by  a  great 
Number  of  Navigable  Rivers,  from  whence  we 
may  be  fupplied  with  Hemp  and  Flax,  and  other 
Naval  Stores  to  anfwer  all  our  Occafions,  provi¬ 
ded  a  fufficient  Bounty  was  given  to  encourage  the 
producing  and  importing  fuch  Commodities  from 
thence.  An  extraordinary  Board  met,  where  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  other  great  Mep  were  pre- 
fent;  the  Conlideration  of  railing  Naval  Stores 
in  the  Plantations  was  laid  before  them,  and  the 
fropofal  was  approved  of,  and  a  Bill  carried  into 
the  Houle,  wherein  it  was  hoped  a  Bounty  would 
be  given  upon  Hemp,  Flax,  and  Pig-Iron,  the 
laft  being  an  Undertaking  of  great  Expence;  but 
tbo’  it  fo  nearly  affcdted  the  Welfare  and  Prolpe- 
rity  of  the  Nation,  very  few  Gentlemen  feem’d 
to  have  any  Notion  of  the  Difficulty  wc  were  un¬ 
der  for  Naval  Stores,  nor  of  the  great  Advantage  of 
being  independant  of  all  foreign  Powers  for  thofe 
Commodities,  nor  apprehenfive  of  the  Difference 
of  put  dialing  every  thing  we  wanted  with  our  rca- 
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dy  Money  from  Foreigners,  and  railing  them  nbt  our 
own  Plantations^  nor  of  the  Advantages  of  railing 
Materials  for  employing  and  fotting  to  Work 
more  than  a  Million  of  vagrant  indcflent  Wretches, 
whofo  T  ime  is  fpent  in  corrupting  the  incfoftrious, 
or  loving  about  the  Kingdom,  of  begging  from 
i^oor  to  Door;  therefore  thofe  Perf^ns  who  foil— 
cited  the  promoting  lb  publick  a  Benefit  were  dif- 
couraged.  But  the  great  Application  N>f  the 
trench  in  contriving  every  thing  for  the  Benefit 
of  that  Kingdom,  and  particularly  the  Regula¬ 
tions  fet  forth  in  the  Edfot  of  the  27th  of  January 
1720,  gave  fcveral  Gentlemen  Hopes  that  the 

ircumftances  of  our  Trade  would  alfo  been  exa¬ 
mined  into,  I  am  perfvvaded,  if  Gentlemen  would 
enter  into  the  Confideration  of  the  many  Advan¬ 
tages  that  would  acrue  to  this  Kingdom  by  fup- 
plymg  ourfolves  with  Naval  Stores  in  our  Planta¬ 
tions,  and  providing  other  Materials  for  employ- 
mg  our  Poor,  they  would  not  flip  fo  fair  an  Op¬ 
portunity  as  they  now  have,  to  engage  the  People 

Some  Iron-Works  have  been  ered:ed  at  a  vafl 
Kxpence,  the  Undertakers  depending  upon  fomc 
Encouragement  from  the  Government,  but  no- 
t  ing  being  done,  there  fcems  at  prefent  to  be  a 
otop  put  to  any  further  Proceedings.  There  is 
very  little  Progrels  made  in  any  of  the  other  Com¬ 
modities,  but  fundry  Perfons  have  been  writ  to 
m  feveral  Colonies,  to  inquire  into  the  Probabi- 
j  y  0MPr°ducing  thofe  of  Silk,  Hemp,  and  Flax, 
nftrucnons  have  alfo  been  font  for  making  of 
Raw  Silk  to  divers  of  the  Colonies,  and  Anfwers 
have  been  returned,  which  fet  forth  the  vafo 
quantity,  there  is  of  white  Mulberry-Threes  for 
feeding  Silk- worms  in  Carolina ,  Virginia ,  Mary- 
land)  and  Penfihania ;  and  Samples  of  Silk,  much 
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of  the  fame  Nature  with  that  we  have  ftom  Plld** 
mont .  If  we  could  fucceed  in  the  railing  of  thi9 
valuable  Commodity,  there  would  be  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  Convenience  in  it,  that  the  fame 
Hands  which  manage  this,  may  alfo  be  employed 
in  the  Cultivation  of  Hemp  and  Max,  the  bilk 
S.eafon  being  only  at  that  Time  of  the  Year  when 
the  others  are  growing  •  fo  that  the  one  would 
not  interfere  with  the  other.  Nothing  is  more 
evident,  than  that  Improvements  of  this  kind  will 
be  a  great  Means  of  turning  the  Balance  of  Trade 
in  our  Favour ;  and  indeed  it  feems  to  be  a  Work 
that  ought  to  be  undertaken  before  any  other* 
and  very  worthy  the  Conlideration  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  which  would  fave  our  foreign  Expence, 
and  greatly  contribute  to  the  Encreafe  ol  the 
Wealth  of  the  Nation  *  but  nothing  of  this  kind 
can  be  expected  from  the  Merchant,  who  only 
purfues  his  own  Bufinefs,  and  raifes  an  Eilate  by 
thofe  Things  which  the  Government  permits  the 
Subjefit  to  trade  in  *  he  may  get  a  great  deal  of 
Riches  by  importing  foreign  Commodities  for 
Luxury  and  Excels,  when  at  the  fame  Time  the 
Nation  is  confuming  its  Subftance,  and  running 
into  Poverty.  Almoft  all  the  Princes  ot  Europe 
have  made  this  fo  much  their  Care  for  many 
Years  pall,  that  I  mull  confefs  I  have  admired  it 
"has  not  awakened  us.  The  Emperor,  and  fundry 
Princes  of  Germany ,  Rujjia^  Sweden ,  Denmark , 
Savoys  but  above  all,  France *  have  fet  forth  fo 
many  EdiCts  or  Decrees  for  regulating  their  Com¬ 
merce,  that  if  they  were  collected,  and  fome  able 
Perfon  was  employed  to  abftradl  thofe  Things 
that  affeCt  our  Manufactures  and  Commerce,  it 
would  be  of  excellent  Ufe  to  fuch  as  are  appointed 
to  negociate  our  Affairs  Abroad. 

The 
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The  Care  and  Thought  the  French  Min  liter  3 
nave  employed  for  promoting  their  own  Manufac¬ 
tures,  and  turning  every  Article  of  their  Com¬ 
merce  to  the  national  Advantage,  is  fo  very  re¬ 
markable,  that  I  do  not  fee  how  they  could  have 
taken  more  juft  Methods  if  they  had  been 
bred  Merchants,  and  their  Hearts  wholly  fct 
upon  regulating  their  Commerce ;  whereas  with 
us  it  hath  been  rare  to  find  any  who  would 
allow  themfelves  the  Time  to  think  properly  on 
thofe  Subjeds,  mlomuch  that  when  many^ Thanes 
have  been  propofed  which  would  tend  to  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  our  Commerce,  they  have  been  laid 
afide  as  Things  not  worthy  of  Notice,  We  misfit 
indeed  take  Example  from  the  French  in  many 
of  their  Regulations;  I  have  feen  an  Arret  of  the 
French  King  s  Council  of  State,  for  permitting 

fc1 D( dper  ‘f  Iam ^ftridions)  the  Exportation  of 
the  Produft  of  the  French  Iflands  direcftly  to  the 
Ports  of  Spain.  I  thought  necefiary  to  tranfcrifce 

it,  and  the  rather,  lince  the  fame  Propofal  has 
been  neglecfted  here.  r 

“  7 HE  King  being  willing  to  encourage  more 
and  more  the  Commerce  of  the  French  Iflands 
«  tn  has  caufed  to  be  laid  before  him 

in  Council [,  the  Arret  of  the  ao  ih  of  June  i6cS,, 
and  the  Letters  Patent  of  the  Month  of  April 

<c  f°r  re&ulatinf  the  Commerce  of  the 

r  rench  Colonies  ;  and  his  Majefly  having  indeed 
that  it  would  tend  to  the  Advantage  of  the  [did 
Colonies  to  permit  the  carrying  of  Sugars ,  and 
all  other  Goods  of  the  ProduB  of  the  French 
Iflands  directly  to  the  Ports  of  Spain :  the  Re- 
port  of  M.  Dodun,  Councellor  in  Ordinary  of 
the  Royal  Council ,  Comptroller-General  of  the 
tnances ,  beingheard^his  Majejly  in  Council  has 
permitted ,  and  permits ,  the  French  Merchants 

S  . 


“  to  fend  directly  from  the  French  IJlands  in  A- 
cc  merica,  to  the  Ports  of  Spain,  Sugars  of  all 
a  Sorts ,  except  however  raw ,  or  Mufcavado  -6V/- 
u  garSy  as  alfo  all  others  Goods  of  the  Produtf  of 
u  the  faid  French  IJlands  in  America*  deroga - 
iC  ting  for  this purpofe  from  the  Second  and  Twen - 
•u  ty  Sixth  Articles  of  the  Letters  Patent  of  the 
a  Month  of  April  1717*  ^  Favour  of  the  Mer- 
a  chants  of  this  Kingdom  only  *  this  prefent  Per - 
a  mijjion  being  not  to  be  extended  toy  or  enjdyed 
u  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  French  IJlands  and 
u  Colonies ^  His  Majefty’s  Will  isy  that  the 
<c  French  Ships  which  pall  carry  Goods  di reBly 
4C  from  the- IJlands  to  Spain,  pall  be  obliged  to 
Cc  come  back  into  the  Ports  of  France  from  whence 
they  fet  cuty  on  the  Penalties  fpecifted  in  the 
i(-  fecond  Article  of  the  Letters  Patent  of  1717* 
Cc  It  is  likewife  his  Majefty’s  Wilf  that  the  French 
ic  Merchants  who  (Jo all  be  concerned  in  this  Corn - 
ic  nierce pall  be  obliged  to  produce ,  at  the  Return 
Cc  of  the  Ships  to  France,^//  Account  of  the  Goods 
Cc  they  took  in  at  the  IJlands ,  certijed  by  the  prin~ 
cipal  Officers  of  the  Farms }  and  alfo  an  Account 
of  the  Goods  landed  in  Spain,  certijed  by  the 
French  Corfu  f  on  the  Verification  of  which  Ac - 
u  counts  fo  certified ,  the  Duties  of  the  Domain 
u  of  the  Weft  pall  be  acquitted.  Done  in  the 
u  Ping’s  Council  of  St ate ,  his  Majefty  prefent ,  at 
a  Marly,  the  'xyth  of  January  1726. 

The  Minilters  of  that  Nation  have  had  the 
Improvement  of  their  Commerce  fo  much  at 
Heart,  that  they  have  even  fent  skilful  and  able 
Men  into  the  principal  trading  Countries,  to  in- 
fpedt  their  Management,  and  pry  into  the  Secrets 
of  their  Trade,  one  of  which  (Monf.  Huef)  has 
writ  a  Treatife,  entitulcd,  A  View  of  the  Dutch 
Trade  y  wherein  he  makes  this  remarkable  Ob- 
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fervation,  cc  That  he  wrote  more  willingly  upon 
that  Subject  oj  Commerce ,  becaufe  (laid  he) 
iC  there  is  nothing  in  my  Judgment  feems  to  be 
fo  little  under Jlood  in  France,  especially  by 
Perfons  oj  public R.  Employments  and  high 
U  PojlSy  either  in  the  Courts  oj  fj  udicaturey 
Cabinet y  or  Treasury*  However  it  is  certai?iy 
^  (laid  he)* Commerce  is  oj  jio  great  Importance y 
U  that  I  ^uke  no  Difficulty  to  avery  that  accor- 
U  ding  to  the  Conduit  oj  the  feveral  States  oj'  Eu- 
u  rope,  there  are  very  few  Things  in  Govern- 
u  ment  that  deferve  more  Attention  than  this 
Article  oj  Commerce :  And  to  be  convinced  of 
“  Truth  of  thisy  we  have  nothing  elfe  to  do 
a  butsto  confider  the  Difference  there  is  between 
u  thofe  Countries  where  Trade flourijhesy  and  thofe 
a  Countries  which  have  none  :  if  we  will  re- 
“  member  that  England  and  Holland,  which  by 
a  Reafon  oj  their  Situation  make  fo  great  a  Fi- 
“  Kure  in  the  Affairs  of  Europe,  regulate  their 
u  principal  Interejl  always  with  an  Eye  to  theio 
“  Commerce”.  But  if  that  Gentleman  had  lived 
to  our  Time,  he  would  have  feen  much  more 
Reafon  to  have  applauded  the  Skill  and  Condud: 
of  their  own  Council  of  State  and  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  than,  to  have  equall’d  us  with  the  Dutch 
in  the  Regulation  of  our -Trade.  c  1 

Before  the  Beginning  of  King  William's  War, 
our  great  Confumption  of  Wines  were  thole  of 
France ,  and  the  higheft  that  we  annuallyimpor- 
ted  from  thence  did  not  exceed  Eighteen  or 
Twenty  Pounds  per  Ton  ;  but  Florence  Wine 
being  the  dearelt  and  fcarceft,  was  generally  ac¬ 
counted  the  higheft  Entertainment;  but  the  Pro¬ 
hibition  of  French  Wines  foon  made  them  fearer, 
and  confequently  they  became  the  moll  falhionable, 
gad  he  the  fined  Gentleman  that  gave  the  higheft 
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Price  for  his  Claret.  The  Gentlemen  about  Bcur-  - 
deaux  that  could  keep  their  Wine,  loon  found 
out  our  Foible;  and  inltead  of  felling  their  belt 
Wines  at  the  Prizes  they  did  before  the  War,  got 
them  up  to  80/.  per  Ton  or  more  ;  and  fome 
particular  Importers  chofe  rather  to  keep  up  thole 
high  Prizes  than  to  have  them  cheaper.  I  menti¬ 
oned  to  one  of  thofe  Importers  the  great  Folly  I 
thought  it  was  to  raife  the  Price  upon  ourlelves : 
He  replied,  The  greater  Prizes  they  gave  abroad, 
the  greater  Profit  they  could  get  by  it.  Gentlemen 
would  not  think  it  good,  unlefs  it  coll:  them  Five 
or  Six  Shillings  a  Flask  :  However,  I  believe,  this 
Evil  might  be  remedied,  and  thofe  very  Wines 
bought  abundantly  cheaper  ;  for  no  other  Nation 
pretends  to  give  the  one  Half  of  what  we  now  give. 

Such  Extravagancies  have  often  appeared  in 
this  Kingdom,  and  the  Government  have  taken 
Care  to  reftrain  them,  I  do  not  here  only  point 
at  the  dear-bought  Wines,  but  alfo  the  wearing  of 
gaudy  Silks,  luperfine  Cambricks,  high  prized 
Laces,  Velvet  Cloathing,  and  other  Foreign 
Manufactures,  which  is  now  become  a  Falhion, 
not  only  among  the  Ladies,  but  even  among  our 
Gentlemen.  .  « 

In  Edward  the  Third’s  Time,  Laws  were 
made  again!!  wearing  Foreign  Manufactures,  and 
Queen  Elizabeth  was  fo  apprehcnlive  of  the 
ill  Confequences  of  wearing  out-landifh  Silks,  QV. 
and  the  Danger  there  was  of  the  Nobility  and 
Gentry  fquancicring  away  their  Eltates,  that  ihe 
began  the  Reform  herfelf,  and  ordered  all  her 
Court  to  follow  her  Example. 

The  Care  that  L  ewis  the  Fourteenth  took 
to  engage  all  his  Subjects  to  wear  the  Ma¬ 
nufactures  of  their  own  Country,  is  alfo  wor¬ 
thy  of  Imitation ;  and  when  the  Court  ap^ 
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peared  in  the  utmoft  Splendor,  every  Thing 
in uit  be  of  the  Manufacture  of  France,  or  fall  un¬ 
der  his  Dilpleafure;  upon  which  I  have  made 
fome  Obfervations. 

In  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majelty,  fome  Steps 
were  taken  towards  the  better  regulating  our 
Trade  ;  the  Time  for  drawing  back  the  Duty 
on  fundry  Goods  was  lengthened,  the  Want  of 
which  before,  occasioned  the  fending  over  fcvcral 
of  the  Product's  of  our  Plantations  to  Holland ,  to 
lie  by  for  a  Market ;  and  inftead  of  their  fending 
for  our  Goods,  they  had  the  Advantage  of  long 
Warehoufe  Rent,  and  Commiffions  paid  them  for 
what  lay  there. 

The  Duty  on  Timber  from  our  Plantations  was 
taken  off,  which  has  been  a  very  great  Advantage 
to  our  Navigation;  for  when  our  Ships  go  to  Vir¬ 
ginia  or  the  other  Colonies,  if  they  cannot  meet 
with  a  full  Loading,  they  now  fill  up  their  Ships 
with  Pipe-ftaves,  Boards,  and  Timber  of  fcvcral 
Kinds,  by  which  Means  they  often  make  quicker 
Voyages,  whereas  before  they  fometimes  lay  in  the 
Country  Six,  Eight  or  Ten  Months,  whilft  the 
Worms  were  eating  out  their  Bottoms. 

Regulations  were  made  in  the  Book  of  Rates, 
and  all  Commodities  were  rated,  which  was 
no  ffnall  Encouragement  to  the  fair  Trader. 
But  there  remains  much  more  to  be  done 
to  bring  the  Balance  of  Trade  more  in  our 
I  avour,  iuch  as  the  giving  iincourattement 
for  building  large  bulky  Ships  in  Imitation 
of  the  Hanes  and  Swedes,  as  alfo  for  nro— 
viding  and  laying  Loads  of  ’  1  irnber  ready  in 
proper  Places,  that  Ships  may  be  loaded  in  a  few 
Days,  and  this  will  promote  the  bringing  of  Tim- 
b-v  from  New-England ,  Nova  Scotia ,  and  New¬ 
foundland,  inpouraging  the  making  of  Pig-Iron, 
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the  railing  of  Hemp  and  Flax,  making  of  Pot-alh 
in  the  Colonies,  the  railing  of  Silk  in  Carolina , 
Virginia,  Maryland  and  Penftlvania,  fupporting 
and  enlarging  our  Sugar  Plantations ,  and,  as 
much  as  pollible,to  encreafe  our  Exportations,  not 
only  to  Holland  Hambourg, and  the  Baltick,  but 
to  open  new  Channels  of  Trade  for  all  our  Plan¬ 
tation  Commodities  into  Portugal ,  Spain ,  and  the 
Mediterranean ,  by  the  fame  Methods  the  French 
are  going  upon. 

We  fhould  likewife  encourage  the  planting 
ol.  Tea,  Coffee,  Cocoa  Nuts,  Indigo,  Cochineal, 
and  many  other  Things  in  fuch  of  our  Plan¬ 
tations  as  may  be  capable  of  producing  them. 
And  I  doubt  not  if  thofe  were  once  begun,  other 
Perfons  would  make  large  Improvements  in  car¬ 
rying  them  on.  So  that  if  the  Government  would 
purfue  thofe  Methods  with  Refolution,  and  the 
Excels  and  Luxury  we  are  running  into  were  in 
fome  Meafure  reftrained,  I  am  of  the  Opinion, 
that  what  we  might  Ipare  out  of  the  exceffive 
Quantities  of  Goods  we  have  from  abroad,  and  fave 
by  railing  Naval  Stores  in  the  Colonies  (for  which 
we  now  pay  our  ready  Money  to  theBaltick,  Sc.) 
providing  Materials  lor  carrying  on  the  Silk  and 
Linnen  Manufabturics  for  employing  our  Poor  at 
.  Home,  would  exceed  Tw®  Millions  a  Year. 

As  private  Perfons  are  always  cautious  of  ad¬ 
venturing  their  Fortunes  in  new  Attempts,  without 
fome  Aflurance  of  the  Countenance  and  A  Uhlan  ce 
of  the  Publick,  we  are  not  to  expebt  that  fuch 
Undertakings  will  be  carried  on  to  Effect,  till  we 
take  the  fame  Methods  which  wre  fee  pradtifed  by 
the  French ,  who  give  all  Manner  of  Encourage¬ 
ment  and  diftinguilhing  Favours  to  all  fuch  as  at¬ 
tempt  new  Improvements  in  their  Plantations ,  afo 
,  figning  them  Land,  furnilhing  them  with  Seeds, 
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Plants,  and  other  Requiiites  at  the  Charge  of  the 
Government. 

It  is  faid  that  Thirty  or  Forty  Years  pail* 
our  Plantations  yielded  us  yearly  about  Forty 
Thoufand  Hoglheads  of  Sugar,  and  that  Two 
Thirds  of  it  was  then  re-exported  ;  but  now  the 
Cafe  is  fomuch  altered,  that  it  is  doubted  whether 
we  export  one  Sixth  Part  of  what  we  import.  The 
French ,  by  peopling  their  Colonies  from  France 
with  poor  induftrious  Perfons,  and  having  Land 
granted  them  at  St  Domingo  for  little  or  nothing, 
and  fupplied,  as  ftisfaid,by  the  Government  with 
Negroes,  to  pay  for  them  when  they  are  able, 
have  beat  us  already  out  of great  Part  of  the  Sugar 
Trade  *  and  it  is  to  be  feared,  if  fome  Care  is  not 
taken  to  replenifh  our  Sugar  Plantations ,  by  en¬ 
couraging  fome  induftrious  Perfons  to  enlarge 
them,  we  fhall  have  no  other  Advantage  of  our 
Sugar,  Trade  left  us,  but  fupplying  our  felves 
with  what  we  want. 

^  There  is  alfb  fome  Reafon  to  fuppofe  they 
will  bring  their  Tobacco  Settlements  on  the 
Miffijipi  to  Perfection,  which  may  alfo  dimi- 
nilh  our  Exportation  of  that  Commodity.  How¬ 
ever  I  hope  Englijh  Induftry  and  Frugality 
will  be  rouzed  up,  and  the  fame  fpirit  appear  to 
increafe  our  Pla?itations ,  Navigation  and  Trade, 
as  in  the  Days  of  Queen  Elizabeth  \  towards 
which  the  granting  out  the  fpare  Lands  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Crown  in  the  Colonies,  to  fuch  as  fhall 
undertake  to  fettle  upon  them  ateafy  Quit-Rents, 
payable  in  fome  competent  Time  after  fettled, 
would  be  a  great  Encouragement  :  Nor  can  I 
apprehend  that  thofe  Lands  can  be  made  fo  profi¬ 
table  to  the  Crown  in  any  other  Way,  and  it  would 
be  many  Ways  more  advantageous  to  the  Nation, 
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that  the  Property  fhould  be  kept  in  the  Crown  * 
ior  we  fee  that  noble  Colony  of  Carolina ,  the  molt 
improveable,  in  my  Apprehenlion,  of  any  of  our 
Colonies,  yet  becaule  it  is  the  Property  of  parti - 
culai  Pei  Ions,  fupplies  us  with  little  more  than  one 
Commodity  of  Rice  (tho*  it  is  capable  of  many 
°ther  valuable  Ones^  and  is  liable  to  be  over— 
run  by  the  French ,  Spaniards  and  Indians ,  for 
want  of  a  fufficient  Protection. 

The  Bulinefs  is  to  regulate  all  thofe  Under¬ 
takings,  and  to  fend  proper  Perfons  to  direCt  them, 
and  Money  to  fupport  them,  which  I  think  needs 
not  be  a  great  deal :  However  what  is  expended 
upon  this  Occalion,  would  be  only  a  little  raifed  by 
the  Nation,  which  would,  I  believe  in  a  fhort 
Time  be  abundantly  repaid, and  be  the  beftHarveft 
that  ever  the  Nation  reaped }  and  I  doubt  not  but 
lome  Fund  might  be  found  out  for  that  Purpofe, 
which  would  be  to  the  Satisfaction  of  almoft  every 
body}  and  I  hope  all  thofe  good  Things  will 
be  effected  by  our  prefent  molt  gracious  King  and 
His  Parliament,  and  that  fucceeding  Ages  will 
have  Occalion  to  blefs  the  Memory  of  a  Prince, 
fo  benificent  and  zealoully  inclined  to  promote  the 
Welfare  of  all  his  People. 

■,  After  all,  it  will  hardly  be  poffible  to  bring 
any  of  thofe  Improvements  to  the  deiired  Perfec¬ 
tion,  without  a  iteady  Refolution  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  fuftain  and  fupport  them,  and  as  it  were  to 
carry  them  in  their  Arms*  for  new  Enterprizes  will 
ahvay  be  fubjeCt  to  Accidents  and  Difcourage- 
menfs  too  difficult  for  private  Perfons  to  fur- 
mphnt  without  the  AlMancc  of  the  PublicR^ 
as  Occalion  may  require,  of  which  we  have  a 
plain  Inftance  in  our  Attempt  upon  Pitch  and 
Tar,  for  the  Encouragement  whereof  a  large 
Bounty  was  given  for  feveral  Years,  till  it  came 
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to  be  imported  in  fuch  vaft  Quantities,  that  we 
had  not  only  enough  for  our  own  Confumption, 
but  even  to  export  to  our  Neighbours ;  from  which 
great  Plenty  we  were  ready  to  perfuade  ourfelves, 
that  this  Bulinefs  was  Efficiently  eftablifhed, 
and  therefore  negle&ed  the  Continuance  of  the 
Bounty.  Since  which  the  Importation  of  thofe 
Commodities  from  Ruffiay  Sweden  and  Norway 
is  reallumed  \  for  as  they  are  furnifhcd  with  large 
bulky  Ships  on  purpofe  for  carrying  Lumber 
Goods,  they  fail  their  Ships  lb  much  cheaper  than 
we  can  ours,  that  they  can  afford  the  Freight 
Three  or  Four  Shillings  per  Barrel  cheaper  than 
we  ;  fo  that  we  are  likely  to  be  foon  beaten  out 
of  that  Trade  again,  unlefs  we  lhali  better  fecurc 
it  toourfelves,  either  by  renewing  the  Bounty,  or 
advancing  the  Duty  upon  Foreign  Pitch  and 
Tar.  This  Bounty  was  given  to  Pitch  and 
Tar  a  great  many  Years  before  any  thing  was 
done  in  it  ;  but  at  laft,  the  Difappointment  and 
Neceffity  the  Government  found  themfelves  un¬ 
der,  ftirred  them  up  to  perfuade  fome  publick 
fpirited  Men  in  the  Plantations  to  begin  upon  it, 
and  feme  Perfons  were  fent  over  who  underftood 
the  making  of  it  to  inltrud:  them  }  and  when  they 
^nce  found  out  the  Art,  the  Want  of  Employ-* 
ment  in  the  Plantations  made  great  Numbers  of 
People  put  themfelves  upon  that  Manufadlure. 

An  A£t  of  Parliament  was  granted  in  3.  and  4.  of 
Queea Anne^  for  nine  Years  giving  a  Bounty  on 
Hemp,  and  was  renewed  in  the  1 2.  of  her  Reign  for 
II  Y  cars  longer,  and  to  the  End  of  next  Seffjon 
of  Parliament,  but  for  want  of  fome  great  Men  to 
countenance  the  railing  it,  nothing  has  been  done  5 
and  #as  that  A6t  is  near  expiring,  if  any  Progrels 
is  made  in  railing  Hemp  and  Flax,  the  Bounty 
mull  be  renewed  upon  Hemp,  and  alfo  the  fame 
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upon  Flax,  and  fome  Men  in  Power  muff  ftretch 
forth  their  Hands  to  help  it  forward,  as  was  done 
in  the  Cafe  of  Pitch  and  Tar. 

“As  this  is  a  Matter  that  deeply  concerns  the  Wel¬ 
fare  of  the  Nation,  and  as  their  whole  Dependance 
is  upon  the  King  and  Parliament,  theNeceflity  of 
providing  Naval  Stores  and  other  Materialsfor  em¬ 
ploying  our  Poor  at  home,  is  humbly  offered  to 
their  Confideration.  And  as  Bounties  and  other 
Encouragements  have  been  a  mighty  Happinefs 
to  this  Nation,  unforefeen  Advantages  would 
loon  accrue  to  us,  if  fufficient  Encouragement  for 
providing  and  railing  Naval  Stores  was  given. 

It  is  worth  Obfervation  to  refled:  upon  the  Riches 
that  have  been  brought  in  to  us  upon  the  Bounties 
given  upon  Corn.  Formerly  when  Corn  happen¬ 
ed  to  be  very  low,  the  f  armers  forbore  fowing, 
and  that  Negled  frequently  ended  in  a  Scarcity 
once  in  three  or  four  Years,  which  put  us  often 
under  the  N  eceffity  of  fending  abroad  for  Corn  } 
but  this.  Bounty  has  encouraged  the  Farmers  to 
keep  on  their  Tillage,  by  which,  when  any  of  our 
neighbouring  Nations  want,  we  have  been  capable 
of  fupplying  them;  and  we  feldom  want  a  De¬ 
mand  once  in  three  or  four  Years,  which  in¬ 
deed  proceeds  from  the  ill  OEconomy  of  thofe 
Nations  we  fupply  ;  for  they  will  not  let  their 
Corn  go  out  of  one  Parifh  or  Diftrid  into  ano¬ 
ther,  and  therefore  their  Farmers  do  not  fow 
more  than  they  exped  a  M  arket  for,  and  if  their 
Crops  fail,  they  are  under  a  Neceflity  of  being 
fuppiied  from  abroad.  I  mention  this  to  fhew  the 
Benefits  that  have  accrued  to  this  Nation  by  the 
aforefaid  Bounties. 

The  Trade  of  a  Nation  is  of  mighty  Confe- 
quence,  and  a  Thing  that  ought  to  be  ferioufly 
weighed,  becaufe  the  Happinefs  or  Misfortunes 
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of  fo  many  Millions  depend,  upon  it.  A  little 
Miftake  in  the  Beginning  of  an  Undertaking 
may  fwell  to  a  very  great  one.  A  Nation  may 
gain  vaft  Riches  by  Trade  and  Commerce,  or  for 
Want  of  due  Regard  and  Attention,  may  be 
drained  of  them.  I  am  the  more  willing  to  men¬ 
tion  this,  becaufe  I  am  afraid  the  prefent  Cir- 
cumftance  of  ours  carries  out  more  Riches  than 
it  brings  home.  As  there  is  caufe  to  apprehend 
this,  furely  it  ought  to  be  look’d  into  }  and  the 
more,  iince  if  there  be  a  Wound,  there  are  Re¬ 
medies  propofed,  which,  if  rightly  applied,  will 
make  our  Commerce  flourilh,  and  the  Nation 
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